The First Continental Congress
Philadelphia, October 1774

_PETITION 1O KING GEORGE III__

EXCERPTS

M oOSTGRACIOUSSOVEREIGN,

We your majesty’s faithful subjects of the colonies of

New  Hampshire, Massachusetts
Bay. Rhode Island and
Providence plantations, Connecticut, New
York. New Jersey. Pennsylvania, the counties
of Newcastle, Kent and Sussex on
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, North
Carolina. and South Carolina. in behalf of
ourselves and the inhabitants of those
colonies, who have deputed us to represent
them in general congress, by this our humble
petition beg leave to lay our grievances before
the throne.

A standing army has been kept in these

colonies ever since the conclusion of the

late war [French and Indian War] without

the consent of our assemblies: and this

army. with a considerable naval

armament, has been employed to enforce

the collection of taxes.

The authority of the commander in chief

and. under him, of the brigadiers general,

has in time of peace been rendered

supreme in all the civil governments in

America.

__ The commander in chief of all your majesty’s forces in North America has, in time of peace.
been appointed governor of a colony.

__ The charges of usual officers have been greatly increased. and new. expensive, and
oppressive officers have been multiplied.

_ The judges of admiralty and vice-admiralty courts are empowered to receive their salaries
and fees from the effects condemned by themselves.

 The officers of the customs are empowered to break open and enter houses without the
authority of any civil magistrate founded on legal information.

__ The judges of courts of common law have been made entirely dependent on one part [of]
the legislature for their salaries as well as for the duration of their commissions.

__Councilors, holding their commissions during pleasure, exercise legislative authority.

__Humble and reasonable petitions from the representatives of the people have been fruitless.

__ The agents of the people have been discountenanced, and governors have been instructed
to prevent the payment of their salaries.

~ Assemblies have been frequently and injuriously dissolved. and commerce burdened with
many useless and oppressive restrictions.

By several acts of Parliament made in the fourth, fifth, sixth. seventh, and eighth years of
your majesty’s reign:

— duties are imposed on us for the purpose of raising a revenue, and

— the powers of admiralty and vice-admiralty courts are extended beyond their ancient
limits. whereby our property is taken from us without our consent;

— the trial by jury in many civil cases is abolished:
— enormous forfeitures are incurred for slight offenses:

— vexatious informers are exempted from paying damages to which they are justly
liable, and — oppressive security is required from owners before they are allowed to
defend their rights.

Both houses of Parliament have resolved that the colonists may be tried in England for

~ offenses alleged to have been committed in America. by virtue of a statute passed in the
thirty-fifth year of Henry the eighth, and in consequence thereof attempts have been made
to enforce that statute.

A statute was passed in the twelfth year of your majesty’s reign directing that persons
charged with committing any offense therein described. in any place out of the realm. may
be indicted and tried for the same in any shire or county within the realm, whereby
inhabitants of these colonies may, in sundry cases by that statute made capital. be deprived
of a trial by their peers of the vicinage.

__In the last session of Parliament:

— an act was passed for blocking up the harbor of Boston:

— another empowering the governor of the Massachusetts Bay to send persons indicted
for murder in that province to another colony, or even to Great Britain, for trial,
whereby such offenders may escape legal punishment:

— athird for altering the chartered constitution of government in that province: and

— a fourth for extending the limits of Quebec. abolishing the English and restoring the
French laws, whereby great numbers of British freemen are subject to the latter, and
establishing an absolute government and the Roman Catholic religion throughout
those vast regions that border on the westerly and northerly boundaries of the free
Protestant English settlements: and

— a fifth for the better providing suitable quarters for officers and soldiers in his
majesty’s service in North America.

' King James II, a Roman Catholic, was deposed in 1688 during the Glorious Revolution and replaced by
William 11l of the House of Brunswick (Hanover).

To a sovereign, who “glories in the name of Briton.” the bare recital of these acts must, we
presume, justify the loyal subjects who fly to the foot of his throne and implore his clemency
for protection against them. . . .

Had our creator been pleased to give us existence in a land of slavery. the sense of
our condition might have been mitigated by ignorance and habit: but, thanks be to his adorable
goodness. we were born the heirs of freedom and ever enjoyed our rights under the auspices
of your royal ancestors whose family was seated on the British throne to rescue and secure a
pious and gallant nation from the popery and despotism of a superstitious and inexorable
tyrant.! Your majesty, we are confident, justly rejoices that your title to the crown is thus
founded on the title of your people to liberty. and therefore we doubt not but your royal wisdom
must approve the sensibility that teaches your subjects anxiously to guard the blessing they
received from divine providence, and thereby to prove the performance of that compact which
elevated the illustrious house of Brunswick to the imperial dignity it now possesses.

BT R
Ry 13

New York Public Library

The apprehension of being degraded into a state of servitude from the pre-eminent
rank of English freeman, while our minds retain the strongest love of liberty and clearly foresee
the miseries preparing for us and our posterity, excites emotions in our hearts which, though
we cannot describe, we should not wish to conceal. Feeling as men and thinking as subjects in
the manner we do. silence would be disloyalty. By giving this faithful information, we do all
in our power to promote the great objects of your royal cares, the tranquility of your
government, and the welfare of your people.

Duty to your majesty and regard for the preservation of ourselves and our posterity O
the primary obligations of nature and of society O command us to entreat your royal attention,
and. as your majesty enjoys the signal distinction of reigning over freemen. we apprehend the
language of freemen cannot be displeasing. Your royal indignation, we hope, will rather fall
on those designing and dangerous men? who. daringly interposing themselves between your
royal person and your faithful subjects, and for several years past incessantly employed to
dissolve the bonds of society by abusing your majesty’s authority, misrepresenting your
American subjects, and prosecuting the most desperate and irritating projects of oppression,
have at length compelled us. by the force of accumulated injuries. too severe to be any longer
tolerable, to disturb your majesty’s repose by our complaints. . . .

We ask but for peace, liberty. and safety. We wish not a diminution of the prerogative,
nor do we solicit the grant of any new right in our favor. Your royal authority over us and our
connection with Great Britain we shall always carefully and zealously endeavor to support and
maintain.

Filled with sentiments of duty to your majesty and affection to the parent state, deeply
impressed by our education and strongly confirmed by our reason. and anxious to evince the
sincerity of these dispositions. we present this petition only to obtain redress of grievances and
relief from fears and jealousies [suspicions]. occasioned by the system of statutes and
regulations adopted since the close of the
late war for raising a revenue in America, extending the power of courts of
Admiralty and ViceAdmiralty. trying persons in Great Britain for offenses alleged
to be committed in America,
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earnestly beseech your majesty
that your royal authority and
interposition may be used for

our relief, and that a gracious answer may be given to this petition. . . .
The delegates agreed that if the offending acts of Parliament were not repealed, the colonies would boycott British goods after
December 1, and they would meet in a second continental congress the following May.

(page two with delegates’ signatures)

The petition, presented by Benjamin Franklin while serving as a colonial agent in London, was rejected by Parliament and the
king.

2 |.e., the British Prime Minister and cabinet officials.
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The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,
When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one
people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with
another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle
them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they
should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That
to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any

Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the
People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foun-
dation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed,
will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light
and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind
are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves
by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to
reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw
off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future securi-
ty.--Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the
necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government.




The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated
injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an

absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to
a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for
the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing
importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be

obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to
them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts
of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation

in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants
only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable,
and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole
purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with
manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be
elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have
returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the
mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convul-
sions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that
purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to
pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions
of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to
Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their
offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Offi-
cers to harrass our people, and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the
Consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the
Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our
constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their
Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders
which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province,
establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries

SO as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the
same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and alter-
ing fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested
with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and
waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and
destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to com-
pleat the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circum-
stances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages,
and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to

bear Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends
and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to
bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages,

whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages,
sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the
most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by
repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act which
may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have
warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an
unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circum-
stances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their
native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of
our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably
interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to
the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in
the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold
the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in Gener-
al Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for
the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good
People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United
Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they
are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political
connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be
totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full
Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce,
and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right
do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the
protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives,
our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

Fifty-six delegates eventually signed the Declaration of Independence:

Rhode Island and Provi-
dence Plantations

President of Congress 17. Francis Lewis
18. Lewis Morris
1. John Hancock (Massachu- New Jersey
setts Bay)

New Hampshire

9. Stephen Hopkins
10. William Ellery

Connecticut

19. Richard Stockton
20.John Witnerspoon

21. Francis Hopkinson
22. John Hart

23. Abraham Clark
Pennsylvania

2. Josiah Bartlett

3. William Whipple

4. Matthew Thornton
Massachusetts Bay

11. Roger Sherman

12. Samuel Huntington
13. William Williams
14. Oliver Wolcott

5. Samuel Adams New York
6.John Adams

7. Robert Treat Paine

8. Elbridge Gerry

24. Robert Morris

25. Benjamin Rush
26. Benjamin Franklin
27.John Morton

15. William Floyd
16. Philip Livingston

49. John Penn
South Carolina

28. George Clymer 39. Charles Carroll of
29. James Smith Carrollton

30. George Taylor Virginia

31. James Wilson

32. George Ross
Delaware

50. Edward Rutledge

51.Thomas Heyward, Jr.
52.Thomas Lynch, Jr.

53. Arthur Middleton
Georgia

40. George Wythe
41.Richard Henry Lee
42.Thomas Jefferson
43. Benjamin Harrison
44. Thomas Nelson, Jr.
45. Francis Lightfoot Lee
46. Carter Braxton
North Carolina

33. Caesar Rodney
34. George Read
35.Thomas McKean
Maryland

54, Button Gwinnett
55. Lyman Hall

56. George Walton
36. Samuel Chase
37. William Paca
38.Thomas Stone

47. William Hooper
48. Joseph Hewes




Articles of Confederation (1777)

The Articles of Confederation were adopted by

the Continental Congress on November

: ! 15, 1777. This document served as the

o " 2 0 United States' first constitution. It was in

L : 358 i force from March 1, 1781, until 1789 when the
! j present-day Constitution went into effect.

3

R

.
)
i

s,

4

s

&
./.;m»’
# -"J

To all to whom these Presents shall come, we, the undersigned
Delegates of the States affixed to our Names send greeting.
‘ Whereas the Delegates of The United States of America in
ST, Congress assem-bled did on the fifteenth day of November in the

R TN year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy
seven, and in the Second Year of the Independence of
America agree to certain articles of Confederation and
perpetual Union between the States of Newhampshire,
Massachusetts-bay, Rhodeisland and Provi-dence Plantations,
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylva-nia, Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Caroli-na, and
Georgia in the Words following, viz. “Articles of Confeder-ation
and perpetual Union between the States of Newhampshire,
Massachusetts-bay, Rhodeisland and Providence
Plantations, Connecticut, New  York, New  Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, and Georgia.

TN

Article L The Stile of this confederacy shall be, “The United States
of America.”

Article II. Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom and
 ag / indepen-dence, and every Power, Jurisdiction and right, which is
7, - ; not by this confederation expressly delegated to the United States,

< S L. - ; s : ¥ o in Congress assembled.

Article IIL. The said states hereby severally enter into a firm

league of friendship with each other, for their common defence, the

g ] securi-ty of their Liberties, and their mutual and general welfare,
7 - S S A “ire binding themselves to assist each other, against all force
offered to, or attacks made upon them, or any of them, on

account of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any other pretence
whatever.
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% y : ey Article IV. The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship

: ; 2 and intercourse among the people of the different states in this
union, the free inhabitants of each of these states, paupers,
vagabonds and fugitives from Justice excepted, shall be entitled to
all privileges and immunities of free citizens in the several states;
and the people of each state shall have free ingress and regress
Lt 2 to and from any other state, and shall enjoy therein all the
: privileges of trade and commerce, subject to the same duties,
impositions and restrictions as the inhabitants thereof
respectively, provided that such restrictions shall not extend so
far as to prevent the removal of property imported into any state,
to any other State of which the Owner is an inhabitant; provided
also that no imposition, duties or restriction shall be laid by any
state, on the property of the united states, or either of them.

S 3 If any Person guilty of, or charged with, treason,
. felony, or other high misdemeanor in any state, shall flee from
Justice, and be found in any of the united states, he shall upon
o / P i S TS, ) demand of the Governor or executive power of the state from
‘ i ; which he fled, be delivered up, and removed to the state having
jurisdiction of his offence.

Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these
states to the records, acts and judicial proceedings of the courts and
magistrates of every other state.

7 2% ; Article V. For the more convenient management of the
: B 5 general interests of the united states, delegates shall be annually
appointed in such manner as the legislature of each state shall
direct, to meet in Congress on the first Monday in November, in
» every year, with a power reserved to each state to recall its
v Aty 4 ; ' MRS B e Lo : delegates, or any of them, at any time within the year, and to send
ILELE e voce VIR It R E P ; 2 others in their stead, for the remainder of the Year.

Y . No State shall be represented in Congress by less than two,
nor by more than seven Members; and no person shall be capable
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of being delegate for more than three years, in any term of
six years; nor shall any person, being a delegate, be capable of
holding any office under the united states, for which he, or
another for his benefit receives any salary, fees or emolument of

any kind.
In determining questions in the united states, in Congress assembled, each state shall have one vote. Each State shall maintain its own delegates in a meeting
of the states, and while they act as members of the committee of the
Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall not be impeached or questioned in any Court, or place out of Congress, anstabessmembers of congress shall be protected in their persons from

arrests and imprisonments, during the time of their going to and from, and attendance on congress, except for treason, felony, or breach of the peace.

Article VI. No State, without the Consent of the united States, in congress assembled, shall send any embassy to, or receive any embassy from, or enter into any conferrence, agreement, alliance, or
treaty, with any King prince or state; nor shall any person holding any office of profit or trust under the united states, or any of them, accept of any present, emolument, office, or title of any kind whatev-
er, lr})m any King. prince, or foreign state; nor shall the united states, in congress assembled, or any of them, grant any title of nobility.

No two or more states shall enter into any treaty, confederation, or alliance whatever between them, without the consent of the united states, in congress assembled, specifying accurately the purposes
for which the same is to be entered into, and how long it shall continue.

No State shall lay any imposts or duties, which may interfere with any stipulations in treaties, entered into by the united States in congress assembled, with any king, prince, or State, in pursuance of
any treaties already proposed by congress, to the courts of France and Spain.

No vessels of war shall be kept up in time of peace, by any state, except such number only, as shall be deemed necessary by the united states, in congress assembled, for the defence of S}l(':h state, 0!' its
trade; nor shall any body of forces be kept up, by any state, in time of peace, except such number only as, in the judgment of the united states, in congress assembled, shall be deen?ed requisite to garrison
the forts necessar\t for ti)e defence of such state; but every state shall always keep up a well regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed and accoutred, and shall provide and constantly have
ready for use, in ;;ublic stores, a due number of field pieces and tents, and a proper quantity of arms, ammunition, and camp equipage.



No State shall engage in any war without the consent of the united States in congress assembled,
unless such State be actually invaded by enemies, or shall have received certain advice of a resolu-
tion being formed by some nation of Indians to invade such State, and the danger is so imminent
as not to admit of a delay till the united states in congress assembled, can be consulted: nor shall
any state grant commissions to any ships or vessels of war, nor letters of marque or reprisal, except
it be after a declaration of war by the united states in congress assembled, and then only against
the kingdom or State, and the subjects thereof, against which war has been so declared, and under
such regulations as shall be established by the united states in congress assembled, unless such
state be infested by pirates, in which case vessels of war may be fitted out for that occasion, and

kept so long as the danger shall continue, or until the united states in congress assembled shall
determine otherwise.

Article VII. When land forces are raised by any state, for the common defence, all officers of or
under the rank of colonel, shall be appointed by the legislature of each state respectively by whom
such forces shall be raised, or in such manner as such state shall direct, and all vacancies shall be
filled up by the state which first made appointment.

Article VIIIL. All charges of war, and all other expenses that shall be incurred for the common
defence or general welfare, and allowed by the united states in congress assembled, shall be
defrayed out of a common treasury, which shall be supplied by the several states, in proportion to
the value of all land within each state, granted to or surveyed for any Person, as such land and the
buildings and improvements thereon shall be estimated, according to such mode as the united
states, in congress assembled, shall, from time to time, direct and appoint. The taxes for paying that
proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and direction of the legislatures of the several
states within the time agreed upon by the united states in congress assembled.

Article IX. The united states, in congress assembled, shall have the sole and exclusive right and
power of determining on peace and war, except in the cases mentioned in the sixth article - of
sending and receiving ambassadors - entering into treaties and alliances, provided that no treaty of
commerce shall be made, whereby the legislative power of the respective states shall be restrained
from imposing such imposts and duties on foreigners, as their own people are subjected to, or from
prohibiting the exportation or importation of any species of goods or commodities whatsoever - of
establishing rules for deciding, in all cases, what captures on land or water shall be legal, and in
what manner prizes taken by land or naval forces in the service of the united Sates, shall be divided
or appropriated - of granting letters of marque and reprisal in times of peace - appointing courts
for the trial of piracies and felonies committed on the high seas; and establishing courts; for receiv-
ing and determining finally appeals in all cases of captures; provided that no member of congress
shall be appointed a judge of any of the said courts.

The united states, in congress assembled, shall also be the last resort on appeal, in all disputes and
differences now subsisting, or that hereafter may arise between two or more states concerning
boundary, jurisdiction, or any other cause whatever; which authority shall always be exercised in
the manner following. Whenever the legislative or executive authority, or lawful agent of any state
in controversy with another, shall present a petition to congress, stating the matter in question, and
praying for a hearing, notice thereof shall be given, by order of congress, to the legislative or execu-
tive authority of the other state in controversy, and a day assigned for the appearance of the parties
by their lawful agents, who shall then be directed to appoint, by joint consent, commissioners or
judges to constitute a court for hearing and determining the matter in question: but if they cannot
agree, congress shall name three persons out of each of the united states, and from the list of such
persons each party shall alternately strike out one, the petitioners beginning, until the number
shall be reduced to thirteen; and from that number not less than seven, nor more than nine names,
as congress shall direct, shall, in the presence of congress, be drawn out by lot, and the persons
whose names shall be so drawn, or any five of them, shall be commissioners or judges, to hear and
finally determine the controversy, so always as a major part of the judges, who shall hear the cause,
shall agree in the determination: and if either party shall neglect to attend at the day appointed,
without showing reasons which congress shall judge sufficient, or being present, shall refuse to
strike, the congress shall proceed to nominate three persons out of each State, and the secretary of
congress shall strike in behalf of such party absent or refusing; and the judgment and sentence of
the court, to be appointed in the manner before prescribed, shall be final and conclusive; and if any
of the parties shall refuse to submit to the authority of such court, or to appear or defend their
claim or cause, the court shall nevertheless proceed to pronounce sentence, or judgment, which
shall in like manner be final and decisive; the judgment or sentence and other proceedings being in
either case transmitted to congress, and lodged among the acts of congress, for the security of the
parties concerned: provided that every commissioner, before he sits in judgment, shall take an oath
to be administered by one of the judges of the supreme or superior court of the State where the
cause shall be tried, “well and truly to hear and determine the matter in question, according to the
best of his judgment, without favour, affection, or hope of reward: “provided, also, that no State
shall be deprived of territory for the benefit of the united states.

All controversies concerning the private right of soil claimed under different grants of two or more
states, whose jurisdictions as they may respect such lands, and the states which passed such grants
are adjusted, the said grants or either of them being at the same time claimed to have originated
antecedent to such settlement of jurisdiction, shall, on the petition of either party to the congress
of the united states, be finally determined, as near as may be, in the same manner as is before
prescribed for deciding disputes respecting territorial jurisdiction between different states.

The united states, in congress assembled, shall also have the sole and exclusive right and power of
regulating the alloy and value of coin struck by their own authority, or by that of the resPective
states - fixing the standard of weights and measures throughout the united states - regul:atmg the
trade and managing all affairs with the Indians, not members of any of the states; provndefi tl.lat
the legislative right of any state, within its own limits, be not infringed or violated - establlsh{ng
and regulating post-offices from one state to another, throughout all the united states, and exacting
such postage on the papers passing through the same, as may be requisite to defray the expenses of
the said office - appointing all officers of the land forces in the service of the united States, excepting
regimental officers - appointing all the officers of the naval forces, and commissioning all officers
whatever in the service of the united states; making rules for the government and regulation of the
said land and naval forces, and directing their operations.

The united States, in congress assembled, shall have authority to appoint a committee, to sit in the
recess of congress, to be denominated, “A Committee of the States,” and to consist of one delegate
from each State: and to appoint such other committees and civil officers as may be necessary for
managing the general affairs of the united states under their direction - to appo‘int one of their
number to preside; provided that no person be allowed to serve in the office of president more than
one year in any term of three years; to ascertain the necessary sums of money to be raised for the
service of the united states, and to appropriate and apply the same for defraying the public expens-
es: to borrow money or emit bills on the credit of the united states, transmitting every half year to
the respective states an account of the sums of money so borrowed or emitted, - to build and tqu.ip
a navy - to agree upon the number of land forces, and to make requisitions from each state for its
quota, in proportion to the number of white inhabitants in such state, which requisition sl?all be
binding; and thereupon the legislature of each state shall appoint the regimental officers, raise the
men, and clothe, arm, and equip them, in a soldier-like manner, at the expense of the united states;
and the officers and men so clothed, armed, and equipped, shall march to the place appointed, and
within the time agreed on by the united states, in congress assembled; but if the united states, in
congress assembled, shall, on consideration of circumstances, judge proper that any state should
not raise men, or should raise a smaller number than its quota, and that any other state should
raise a greater number of men than the quota thereof, such extra number shall be raised, officered,
clothed, armed, and equipped in the same manner as the quota of such state, unless the legislature
of such state shall judge that such extra number cannot be safely spared out of the same, in which

case they shall raise, officer, clothe, arm, and equip, as many of such extra number as they judge
can be safely spared. And the officers and men so clothed, armed, and equipped, shall march to the
place appointed, and within the time agreed on by the united states in congress assembled.

The united states, in congress assembled, shall never engage in a war, nor grant letters of marque
and reprisal in time of peace, nor enter into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate
the value thereof nor ascertain the sums and expenses necessary for the defence and welfare of the
united states, or any of them, nor emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of the united states,
nor appropriate money, nor agree upon the number of vessels of war to be built or purchased, or
the number of land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a commander in chief of the army or
navy, unless nine states assent to the same, nor shall a question on any other point, except for

adjourning from day to day, be determined, unless by the votes of a majority of the united states in
congress assembled.

The congress of the united states shall have power to adjourn to any time within the year, and to
any place within the united states, so that no period of adjournment be for a longer duration than
the space of six Months, and shall publish the Journal of their proceedings monthly, except such
parts thereof relating to treaties, alliances, or military operations, as in their judgment require
secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the delegates of each State, on any question, shall be entered on
the Journal, when it is desired by any delegate; and the delegates of a State, or any of them, at his
or their request, shall be furnished with a transcript of the said Journal, except such parts as are
above excepted, to lay before the legislatures of the several states.

Article X. The committee of the states, or any nine of them, shall be authorized to execute, in the
recess of congress, such of the powers of congress as the united states, in congress assembled, by
the consent of nine states, shall, from time to time, think expedient to vest them with; provided that
no power be delegated to the said committee, for the exercise of which, by the articles of confedera-
tion, the voice of nine states, in the congress of the united states assembled, is requisite.

Article XI. Canada acceding to this confederation, and joining in the measures of the united states,
shall be admitted into, and entitled to all the advantages of this union: but no other colony shall be
admitted into the same, unless such admission be agreed to by nine states.

Article XII. All bills of credit emitted, monies borrowed, and debts contracted by or under the
authority of congress, before the assembling of the united states, in pursuance of the present
confederation, shall be deemed and considered as a charge against the united States, for payment
and satisfaction whereof the said united states and the public faith are hereby solemnly pledged.

Article XIII. Every State shall abide by the determinations of the united states, in congress assem-
bled, on all questions which by this confederation are submitted to them. And the Articles of this
confederation shall be inviolably observed by every state, and the union shall be perpetual; nor
shall any alteration at any time hereafter be made in any of them, unless such alteration be agreed
to in a congress of the united states, and be afterwards con-firmed by the legislatures of every state.

And Whereas it hath pleased the Great Governor of the World to incline the hearts of the legisla-
tures we respectively represent in congress, to approve of, and to authorize us to ratify the said
articles of confederation and perpetual union, Know Ye, that we, the undersigned delegates, by
virtue of the power and authority to us given for that purpose, do, by these presents, in the name
and in behalf of our respective constituents, fully and entirely ratify and confirm each and every of
the said articles of confederation and perpetual union, and all and singular the matters and things
therein contained. And we do further solemnly plight and engage the faith of our respective
constituents, that they shall abide by the determinations of the united states in congress assembled,
on all questions, which by the said confederation are submitted to them. And that the articles
thereof shall be inviolably observed by the states we respectively represent, and that the union shall
be perpetual. In Witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands, in Congress. Done at Philadel-
phia, in the State of Pennsylvania, the ninth Day of July, in the Year of our Lord one Thousand
seven Hundred and Seventy eight, and in the third year of the Independence of America.
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Treaty of Paris (1783)

The Definitive Treaty of Peace 1783

In the Name of the most Holy & undivided Trinity.

It having pleased the Divine Providence to dispose
the Hearts of the most Serene and most Potent
Prince George the Third, by the Grace of God, King
of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of
the Faith, Duke of Brunswick and Lunebourg,
Arch- Treasurer and Prince Elector of the Holy
Roman Empire etc.. and of the United States of
America, to forget all past Misunderstandings and
Differences that have unhappily interrupted the
good Correspondence and Friendship which they
mutually wish to restore; and to establish such a
beneficial and satisfactory Intercourse between the
two countries upon the ground of reciprocal Advan-
tages and mutual Convenience as may promote and
secure to both perpetual Peace and Harmony; and
having for this desirable End already laid the Foun-
dation of Peace & Reconciliation by the Provisional
Articles signed at Paris on the 30th of November
1782, by the Commissioners empowered on each
Part, which Articles were agreed to be inserted in
and constitute the Treaty of Peace proposed to be
concluded between the Crown of Great Britain and
the said United States, but which Treaty was not to
be concluded until Terms of Peace should be agreed
upon between Great Britain & France. and his
Britannic Majesty should be ready to conclude such
Treaty accordingly: and the treaty between Great
Britain & France having since been concluded. his
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Britannic Majesty & the United States of America.,
in Order to carry into full Effect the Provisional
Articles above mentioned, according to the Tenor
thereof, have constituted & appointed, that is to say
his Britannic Majesty on his Part, David Hartley,
Esqr., Member of the Parliament of Great Britain,
and the said United States on their Part, - stop point
- John Adams, Esqr., late a Commissioner of the
United States of America at the Court of Versailles,
late Delegate in Congress from the State of Massa-
chusetts, and Chief Justice of the said State. and

Minister Plenipotentiary of the said United States to
their High Mightinesses the States General of the
United Netherlands; - stop point - Benjamin Frank-
lin, Esqr., late Delegate in Congress from the State
of Pennsylvania, President of the Convention of the
said State, and Minister Plenipotentiary from the
United States of America at the Court of Versailles;
John Jay, Esqr., late President of Congress and
Chief Justice of the state of New York, and Minister Plenipotentiary from the said United States at the Court of Madrid; to be Plenipotentiaries for the
concluding and signing the Present Definitive Treaty: who after having reciprocally communicated their respective full Powers have agreed upon and
confirmed the following Articles.
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Article 1st: ‘ : ‘
His Brittanic Majesty acknowledges the said United States, viz., New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Pl_zmtatlons, Connecti-
cut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, to be free sovereign and.lnd.epen.dent
States: that he treats with them as such, and for himself his Heirs & Successors, relinquishes all claims to the Government, Propriety, and Territorial Rights
of the same and every Part thereof.

e 9d-
irr]tcllcif\a-tdall Disputes which might arise in future on the subject of the Boundaries of the said United Stat'es may be prevented, 'it is. hereby agreed a_nd
declared, that the following are and shall be their Boundaries, viz.; from the Northwest Angle of Nova Scotia, viz.. th.at Angle which is formed bx a Line
drawn due North from the Source of St. Croix River to the Highlands; along the said Highlands which divide those Rivers that empty themselyes mtg the
river St. Lawrence, from those which fall into the Atlantic Ocean, to the northwesternmost Head of Connecticut River: Thgnce down 'along the middle of that
River to the forty-fifth Degree of North Latitude; From thence by a Line due West on said Latitude until it strik'es t.he River Iroquois or Cataraquy: Thence
along the middle of said River into Lake Ontario: through the Middle of said Lake until it s‘trilfes the Com_nwmgahon by Water between thfit L_ake & Lake
Erie; Thence along the middle of said Communication into Lake Erie, through the middle of said Lake until it arrives at the Water Commumcatlon between
that lake & Lake Huron: Thence along the middle of said Water Communication into the Lake Huron, thence through the mlddle of said Lake to the Water
Communication between that Lake and Lake Superior; thence through Lake Superior Northward of the Isles Royal & Phelipeaux to the Long Lake; Thence
through the middle of said Long Lake and the Water Communication between it & the Lake of the Woods, to t.he.salid Lake of the Wf)ods; Thence through
the said Lake to the most Northwestern Point thereof, and from thence on a due West Course to the river Mississippi; Thence by a Line to t.>e drawn along
the Middle of the said river Mississippi until it shall intersect the Northernmost Part of the thirty-first Degree of North Latitude, South, by alLineto be' drawn
due East from the Determination of the Line last mentioned in the Latitude of thirty-one Degrees of the Equator to'the middle Qf the River Apalachicola or
Catahouche; Thence along the middle thereof to its junction with the Flint River; Thence straight to the Head of Saint Mary's River, and thence down along



the middle of Saint Mary's River to the Atlantic Ocean. East, by a Line to be
drawn along the Middle of the river Saint Croix, from its Mouth in the Bay
of Fundy to its Source, and from its Source directly North to the aforesaid
Highlands, which divide the Rivers that fall into the Atlantic Ocean from
those which fall into the river Saint Lawrence; comprehending all Islands
within twenty Leagues of any Part of the Shores of the United States, and
lying between Lines to be drawn due East from the Points where the afore-
said Boundaries between Nova Scotia on the one Part and East Florida on the
other shall, respectively, touch the Bay of Fundy and the Atlantic Ocean,

excepting such Islands as now are or heretofore have been within the limits
of the said Province of Nova Scotia.

Article 3d:

It is agreed that the People of the United States shall continue to enjoy unmo-
lested the Right to take Fish of every kind on the Grand Bank and on all the
other Banks of Newfoundland, also in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and at all
other Places in the Sea, where the Inhabitants of both Countries used at any
time heretofore to fish. And also that the Inhabitants of the United States
shall have Liberty to take Fish of every Kind on such Part of the Coast of
Newfoundland as British Fishermen shall use, (but not to dry or cure the
same on that Island) And also on the Coasts, Bays & Creeks of all other of his
Brittanic Majesty's Dominions in America; and that the American Fishermen
shall have Liberty to dry and cure Fish in any of the unsettled Bays, Harbors,
and Creeks of Nova Scotia, Magdalen Islands, and Labrador, so long as the
same shall remain unsettled, but so soon as the same or either of them shall
be settled. it shall not be lawful for the said Fishermen to dry or cure Fish at
such Settlement without a previous Agreement for that purpose with the
Inhabitants, Proprietors, or Possessors of the Ground.

Article 4th:

It is agreed that Creditors on either Side shall meet with no lawful Impedi-
ment to the Recovery of the full Value in Sterling Money of all bona fide
Debts heretofore contracted.

Article 5th:
It is agreed that Congress shall earnestly recommend it to the Legislatures of
the respective States to provide for the Restitution of all Estates, Rights,

from the said United States, and from every Post, Place and Harbour within
the same; leaving in all Fortifications, the American Artillery that may be
therein: And shall also Order & cause all Archives, Records, Deeds & Papers
belonging to any of the said States, or their Citizens, which in the Course of
the War may have fallen into the hands of his Officers, to be forthwith
restored and delivered to the proper States and Persons to whom they belong.

Article 8th:

The Navigation of the river Mississippi, from its source to the Ocean, shall

forever remain free and open to the Subjects of Great Britain and the Citizens
of the United States.

Article 9th:

In case it should so happen that any Place or Territory belonging to great Brit-
ain or to the United States should have been conquered by the Arms of either
from the other before the Arrival of the said Provisional Articles in America,
it is agreed that the same shall be restored without Difficulty and without
requiring any Compensation.

Article 10th:

The solemn Ratifications of the present Treaty expedited in good & due Form
shall be exchanged between the contracting Parties in the Space of Six
Months or sooner if possible to be computed from the Day of the Signature of
the present Treaty. In witness whereof we the undersigned their Ministers
Plenipotentiary have in their Name and in Virtue of our Full Powers, signed
with our Hands the present Definitive Treaty, and caused the Seals of our
Arms to be affixed thereto.

Done at Paris, this third day of September in the year of our Lord, one thou-
sand seven hundred and eighty-three.

D HARTLEY (SEAL)
JOHN ADAMS (SEAL)
B FRANKLIN (SEAL)
JOHN JAY (SEAL

and Properties, which have been confiscated belonging to real British
Subjects; and also of the Estates, Rights, and Properties of Persons
resident in Districts in the Possession on his Majesty's Arms and who
have not borne Arms against the said United States. And that Persons of
any other Description shall have free Liberty to go to any Part or Parts
of any of the thirteen United States and therein to remain twelve Months
unmolested in their Endeavors to obtain the Restitution of such of their
Estates — Rights & Properties as may have been confiscated. And that
Congress shall also earnestly recommend to the several States a Recon-
sideration and Revision of all Acts or Laws regarding the Premises, so
as to render the said Laws or Acts perfectly consistent not only with
Justice and Equity but with that Spirit of Conciliation which on the
Return of the Blessings of Peace should universally prevail. And that
Congress shall also earnestly recommend to the several States that the
Estates, Rights, and Properties of such last mentioned Persons shall be
restored to them, they refunding to any Persons who may be now in
Possession the Bona fide Price (where any has been given) which such
Persons may have paid on purchasing any of the said Lands, Rights, or
Properties since the Confiscation.

And it is agreed that all Persons who have any Interest in confiscated
Lands, either by Debts, Marriage Settlements, or otherwise, shall meet
with no lawful Impediment in the Prosecution of their just Rights.

Article 6th:

That there shall be no future Confiscations made nor any Prosecutions
commenced against any Person or Persons for, or by Reason of the Part,
which he or they may have taken in the present War, and that no Person
shall on that Account suffer any future Loss or Damage, either in his
Person, Liberty, or Property: and that those who may be in Confinement
on such Charges at the Time of the Ratification of the Treaty in America
shall be immediately set at Liberty, and the Prosecutions so commenced
be discontinued.

Article 7th:

There shall be a firm and perpetual Peace between his Britanic Majesty
and the said States. and between the Subjects of the one and the Citizens
of the other, wherefore all Hostilities both by Sea and Land shall from
henceforth cease: All prisoners on both Sides shall be set at Liberty, and
his Britanic Majesty shall with all convenient speed, and without caus-
ing any Destruction, or carrying away any Negroes or other Property of
the American inhabitants, withdraw all his Armies, Garrisons & Fleets
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We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare,
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

Article. 1.
Section. 1.

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States. which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.

Section. 2.

The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the several States. and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for
Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature.

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant
of that State in which he shall be chosen.

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within this Union. according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding
to the whole Number of free Persons. including those bound to Service for a Term of Years. and excluding Indians not taxed. three fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made
within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years. in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representa-
tives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand. but each State shall have at Least one Representative: and until such enumeration shall be made. the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to

chuse three. Massachusetts eight. Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one. Connecticut five. New-York six. New Jersey four. Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one. Maryland six. Virginia ten. North
Carolina five. South Carolina five. and Georgia three.

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State. the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.




The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers: and shall have the sole
Power of Impeachment.

Section. 3.

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State. chosen by the
Legislature thereof. for six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election. they shall be
divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall
be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth
Year. and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year. so that one third may be chosen
every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise. during the Recess of the
Legislature of any State. the Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next
Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies.

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine
Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected. be an Inhabitant of that State
for which he shall be chosen.

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate. but shall have no Vote.
unless they be equally divided.

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers. and also a President pro tempore, in the Absence of the
Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States.

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose. they
shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried. the Chief Justice

shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Mem-
bers present.

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office. and
disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but
the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment. Trial. Judgment and
Punishment, according to Law.

Section. 4.

The Times. Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be
prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make
or alter such Regulations. except as to the Places of chusing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first
Monday in December. unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day.

Section. 5.

Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own Members.
and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may
adjourn from day to day. and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in
such Manner. and under such Penalties as each House may provide.

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly
Behaviour. and. with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member.

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings. and from time to time publish the same.
excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy: and the Yeas and Nays of the
Members of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be
entered on the Journal.

Neither House. during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn for
more than three days. nor to any other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting.

Section. 6.

The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be
ascertained by Law. and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They shall in all Cases.
except Treason. Felony and Breach of the Peace. be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance
at the Session of their respective Houses. and in going to and returning from the same: and for any
Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other Place.

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected. be appointed to any
civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall have been created. or the Emolu-
ments whereof shall have been encreased during such time: and no Person holding any Office
under the United States. shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in Office.

Section. 7.
All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives: but the Senate may
propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills.

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall. before it
become a Law, be presented to the President of the United States; If he approve he shall sign it. but
if not he shall return it. with his Objections to that House in which it shall have originated. who
shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such
Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill. it shall be sent, together with
the Objections. to the other House. by which it shall likewise be reconsidered. and if approved by
two thirds of that House. it shall become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses
shall be determined by yeas and Nays. and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill
shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the
President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same
shall be a Law. in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment
prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law.

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives may be necessary (except on a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President
of the United States; and before the Same shall take Effect. shall be approved by him. or being
disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives.
according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill.

Section. 8.

The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes. Duties. Imposts and Excises. to pay the
Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the United States: but all
Duties. Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States:

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States:

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian
Tribes:;

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization. and uniform Laws on the s

i ubject of Bankruptcies
throughout the United States:

To coin Money. regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin. and fix the Standard of Weights
and Measures:

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United
States;

To establish Post Offices and post Roads;

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts. by securing for limited Times to Authors and
Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries:

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court:

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offences against the
Law of Nations;

To declare War. grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal. and make Rules concerning Captures on
Land and Water;

To raise and support Armies. but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term
than two Years:

To provide and maintain a Navy:
To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces:

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union. suppress Insurrections
and repel Invasions:

To provide for organizing. arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing such Part of
them as may be employed in the Service of the United States. reserving to the States respectively,
the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia according to the
discipline prescribed by Congress:

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten
Miles square) as may. by Cession of particular States. and the Acceptance of Congress. become the
Seat of the Government of the United States. and to exercise like Authority over all Places
purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the
Erection of Forts, Magazines. Arsenals. dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings:—And

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing
Powers. and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States.
or in any Department or Officer thereof.

Section. 9.
The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper
to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and

eight. but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each
Person.

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebel-
lion or Invasion the public Safety may require it.

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.

No Capitation, or other direct. Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or enumeration
herein before directed to be taken.

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State.

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one State
over those of another: nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter. clear. or
pay Duties in another.

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law:
and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be
published from time to time.

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any Office of
Profit or Trust under them, shall. without the Consent of the Congress. accept of any present, Emol-
ument. Office. or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State.

Section. 10.

No State shall enter into any Treaty. Alliance. or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Repri-
sal: coin Money: emit Bills of Credit: make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in
Payment of Debts: pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation
of Contracts. or grant any Title of Nobility.

No State shall. without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports or
Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing it's inspection Laws: and the net
Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of

the Treasury of the United States: and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Controul
of the Congress.

No State shall. without the Consent of Congress. lay any Duty of Tonnage. keep Troops. or Ships
of War in time of Peace. enter into any Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign
Power. or engage in War. unless actually invaded. or in such imminent Danger as will not admit of
delay.

Article. I1.
Section. 1.
The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold
his Office during the Term of four Years. and. together with the Vice President. chosen for the same




Term. be elected. as follows

Each State shall appoint. in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct. a Number of
Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may be
entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative. or Person holding an Office of Trust or
Profit under the United States. shall be appointed an Elector.

The Electors shall meet in their respective States. and vote by Ballot for two Persons. of whom
one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they shall make a
List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each: which List they shall sign
and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States, directed to the
President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall. in the Presence of the Senate and House
of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be counted. The Person
having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such Number be a Majority of the
whole Number of Electors appointed; and if there be more than one who have such Majority. and
have an equal Number of Votes. then the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by
Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on
the List the said House shall in like Manner chuse the President. But in chusing the President. the
Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation from each State having one Vote; A quorum for
this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the States. and a Majority
of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case. after the Choice of the President.
the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if
there should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by
Ballot the Vice President.

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors. and the Day on which they shall
give their Votes: which Day shall be the same throughout the United States.

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States. at the time of the Adop-
tion of this Constitution. shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any Person be
cligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen
Years a Resident within the United States.

In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death. Resignation, or Inability to
discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the Same shall devolve on the Vice President.
and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal. Death, Resignation or Inability.
both of the President and Vice President. declaring what Officer shall then act as President. and
such Officer shall act accordingly. until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected.

The President shall. at stated Times. receive for his Services. a Compensation, which shall neither
be encreased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall
not receive within that Period any other Emolument from the United States. or any of them.

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office. he shall take the following Oath or Affirma-
tion:—"1 do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the
United States. and will to the best of my Ability. preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of
the United States."

Section. 2.

The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States. and of the
Militia of the several States. when called into the actual Service of the United States: he may
require the Opinion, in writing. of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments.
upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices. and he shall have Power to
grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States. except in Cases of Impeach-
ment.

He shall have Power. by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provid-
ed two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice
and Consent of the Senate. shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges
of the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United States. whose Appointments are not
herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by
Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the President alone.
in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the Recess of the
Senate. by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next Session.

Section. 3.

He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and recom-
mend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may. on
extraordinary Occasions. convene both Houses. or either of them. and in Case of Disagreement
between them. with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he
shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers: he shall take Care
that the Laws be faithfully executed. and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States.

Section. 4.

The President. Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States. shall be removed from
Office on Impeachment for. and Conviction of. Treason. Bribery. or other high Crimes and Misde-
meanors.

Article. I11.

Section. 1.

The judicial Power of the United States. shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior
Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges. both of the
supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall. at stated
Times. receive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their
Continuance in Office.

Section. 2.

The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this anstitutior}.
the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made. under their Authori-
ty:—to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;—to all Cases of
a'dmiralty and maritime Jurisdiction;—to Controversies to which the United States shall be a
Party:—to Controversies between two or more States;— between a State and Citizens of another
State.between Citizens of different States,—between Citizens of the same State claiming Lands
under Grants of different States. and between a State, or the Citizens thereof. and foreign States.
Citizens or Subjects.

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors. other public Ministers and Consuls, and those in which a State
shall be Party. the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before
mentioned. the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction. both as to Law and Fact. with

such Exceptions. and under such Regulations as the Congress shall make.

The Triz%l of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury: and such Trial shall
be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been committed; but when not committed

within any State. the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have
directed.

Section. 3.

Treason against the United States. shall consist only in levying War against them, or in adhering
to their Enemies. giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless
on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of

Treason shall work Corruption of Blood. or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person
attainted.

Article. IV.
Section. 1.

Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts. Records. and judicial
Proceedlngs of every other State. And the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner
in which such Acts. Records and Proceedings shall be proved. and the Effect thereof.

Section. 2.

The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the
several States.

A Person charged in any State with Treason. Felony. or other Crime, who shall flee from Justice.
and be found in another State. shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the State from
which he fled. be delivered up. to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime.

No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof. escaping into another.
shall. in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein. be discharged from such Service or

Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may be
due.

Section. 3.
New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be formed
or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of

two or more States, or Parts of States. without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States
concerned as well as of the Congress.

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations
respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United States: and nothing in this
Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States. or of any
particular State.

Section. 4.

The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Govern-
ment. and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature. or
of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Violence.

Article. V.

The Congress. whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary. shall propose
Amendments to this Constitution. or. on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the
several States. shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments. which, in either Case. shall
be valid to all Intents and Purposes. as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legisla-
tures of three fourths of the several States. or by Conventions in three fourths thereof. as the one
or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress: Provided that no Amend-
ment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any
Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article: and that no
State. without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.

Article. V1.
All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this Constitution.
shall be as valid against the United States under this Constitution. as under the Confederation.

This Constitution. and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof:
and all Treaties made. or which shall be made. under the Authority of the United States, shall be
the supreme Law of the Land: and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby. any Thing
in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned. and the Members of the several State
Legislatures. and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several
States. shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test
shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States.

Article. VII.
The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States. shall be sufficient for the Establishment of
this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same.

The Word, "the." being interlined between the seventh and eighth Lines of the first Page. The
Word "Thirty" being partly written on an Erazure in the fifteenth Line of the first Page. The
Words "is tried" being interlined between the thirty second and thirty third Lines of'the first Page
and the Word "the" being interlined between the forty third and forty fourth Lines of the second
Page.

Attest William Jackson Secretary

done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present the Seventeenth Day of

September in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the
Independance of the United States of America the Twelfth In witness whereof We have hereunto
subscribed our Names.
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Signers of the U.S. Constitution

Virginia William Livingston Daniel Carroll
John Blair William Paterson Daniel Jenifer
James Madison* Pennsylvania James McHenry
George Washington George Clymer North Carolina
New Hampshire Thomas Fitzsimmons William Blount
Nicholas Gilman Benjamin Franklin Richard Dobbs Spaight
John Langdon Jared Ingersoll Hugh Williamson
Massachusetts Thomas Mifflin South Carolina
Nathaniel Gorham Gouvernor Morris Pierce Butler
Rufus King Robert Morris Charles Pinckney
Connecticut James Wilson Charles Cotesworth Pinckney
William Samuel Johnson Delaware John Rutledge
Roger Sherman Richard Bassett Georgia
New York Gunning Bedford, Jr. Abraham Baldwin
Alexander Hamilton Jacob Broom William Few, Jr.
New Jersey John Dickinson
David Brearly George Read
Jonathan Dayton Maryland

Samuel Adams and Patrick Henry did not attend because they did not see a need for the change.




The Bill of Rights: A Transcription
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Note: The following text is a transcription of the enrolled original of the Joint Resolution of Congress proposing the Bill of Rights, which is on permanent display in
the Rotunda at the National Archives Museum. The spelling and punctuation reflects the original.

On September 25, 1789, the First Congress of the United States proposed 12 amendments to the Constitution. The 1789 Joint Resolution of Congress proposing the
amendments is on display in the Rotunda in the National Archives Museum. Ten of the proposed 12 amendments were ratified by three-fourths of the state
legislatures on December 15, 1791. The ratified Articles (Articles 3-12) constitute the first 10 amendments of the Constitution, or the U.S. Bill of Rights. In 1992, 203
years after it was proposed, Article 2 was ratified as the 27th Amendment to the Constitution. Article 1 was never ratified.

Transcription of the 1789 Joint Resolution of Congress Proposing 12 Amendments to the
U.S. Constitution

Congress of the United States begun and held at the City of New-York, on Wednesday the fourth of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty nine.

THE Conventions of a number of the States, having at the time of their adopting the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse

of its powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses should be added: And as extending the ground of public confidence in the Government, will best
ensure the beneficent ends of its institution.

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, two thirds of both Houses concu rring, that the
following Articles be proposed to the Legislatures of the several States, as amendments to the Constitution of the United States, all, or any of which Articles, when
ratified by three fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitution; viz.

ARTICLES in addition to, and Amendment of the Constitution of the United States of America, proposed by Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several
States, pursuant to the fifth Article of the original Constitution.

Article the first... After the first enumeration required by the first article of the Constitution, there shall be one Representative for every thirty thousand, until the
number shall amount to one hundred, after which the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, that there shall be not less than one hundred Representatives,
nor less than one Representative for every forty thousand persons, until the number of Representatives shall amount to two hundred:; after which the proportion
shall be so regulated by Congress, that there shall not be less than two hundred Representatives, nor more than one Representative for every fifty thousand
persons.

Article the second... No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and Representatives, shall take effect, until an election of Representatives
shall have intervened.

Article the third... Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Article the fourth... A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

Article the fifth... No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be
prescribed by law.

Article the sixth... The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be
violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the
persons or things to be seized.

Article the seventh... No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except
in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same
offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or
property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.

Article the eighth... In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein
the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to
be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his
defence.

Article the ninth... In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried
by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.

Article the tenth... Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

Article the eleventh... The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.

Article the twelfth... The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or
to the people.

ATTEST,



Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg, Speaker of the House of Representatives
John Adams, Vice-President of the United States, and President of the Senate
John Beckley, Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Sam. A Otis Secretary of the Senate

Il Amendments 11-27

The U.S. Bill of Rights

Note: The following text is a transcription of the first ten amendments to the Constitution in their original form. These amendments were ratified December 15, 1791, and form what is
known as the "Bill of Rights."

Amendment I

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or
the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Amendment II

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

Amendment III

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

Amendment IV

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants
shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

Amendment V

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the
land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice putin

jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process
of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.

Amendment VI

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have
been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with
the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

Amendment VII

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be
otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.

Amendment VIII

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

Amendment IX

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.

Amendment X
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

I Amendments 11-27

Note: The capitalization and punctuation in this version is from the enrolled original of the Joint Resolution of Congress proposing the Bill of Rights, which is on permanent display in the
Rotunda of the National Archives Building, Washington, D.C.

€ Back to Main Bill of Rights Page
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Louisiana Purchase Treaty (1803)

In this transaction with France, signed
on April 30, 1803, the United States
purchased 828,000 square miles of land
west of the Mississippi River for $15
million. For roughly 4 cents an acre, the
United States doubled its size, expand-
ing the nation westward.
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/ Treaty between the United States of America
and The French Republic
C,G(,éwee/m // e (,7/1//(52 c//a/('./ (// g//??l(/}‘éc‘a/ wrd .

The President of the United States of America
//c Q//‘(’//u’ //w//(, S o : and the First Consul of the French Republic in

: * @l the name of the French People desiring to
: remove all Source of misunderstanding relative
to objects of discussion mentioned in the Second

4
.\/A L//a//m % tf/(/ﬁ Gt vy 7'/ Avcansen,; orse ’) == |l and fifth articles of the Convention of the 8th

Vendémiaire an 9 (30 September 1800) relative
/[/?// 6;}7”/// (}/‘//: /4!11// ///Jr(//:», /c /41 g ee. rrea cf/’(o/( — l

to the rights claimed by the United States in

v virtue of the Treaty concluded at Madrid the 27
/'wm/ /’}wf )uh«f«/ 7o Aviscove . ol Hruines ';//"’""'“* ’7’ “"""‘(2” of October 1795, between His Catholic Majesty

- oz i, & the Said United States, & willing to Strength-
| AeAee e 4{5 /r-/'a(/{/ fr/'(/ :2:,,«, Ot.ﬂﬂ-/ 711.(-;4-45?1.{//,;«4 K4~ - 144"—‘ a'*f'-ﬂ en the Union and friendship \NhiCh at the tlme Of
7 :

2 _;//’z..,z,-,..-m:,.,,,b..,;,,z the Said Convention was happily reestablished
i (lrnidl u/ 7z /ﬂ‘imw”’""(' ,,// o B y,a,..‘.{,,,' Z i between the two nations have respectively

3 : . @ named their Plenipotentiaries to wit The Presi-
it m}.AZ ,,A{,:,m.‘) ﬁ f/< VI pited, Slalls L ”"""'""":'7/'i dent of the United States, by and with the advice
% % ‘ B and consent of the Senate of the Said States:

Robert R. Livingston Minister Plenipotentiary
of the United States and James Monroe Minister
Plenipotentiary and Envoy extraordinary of the
5 Said States near the Government of the French

3 /m. /@m- e mm”'- rfwg/ﬂ"‘)" il e tfle Livi /'/ Republic; And the First Consul in the name of
/ the French people, Citizen Francis Barbé Mar-
bois Minister of the public treasury who after

- B having respectively exchanged their full powers
27 - T > . .
m/u - iy &w (1/7 el A ,/)'/{7,,,4,./,/‘»« ZIR 7;/ Z have agreed to the following Articles.

37
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Whereas by the Article the third of the Treaty
concluded at St Ildefonso the 9th Vendémiaire

/tf/uy// -/Awwé«f / 7"”4“/"“"7 / ¢/‘4" KKD’“/‘?‘/@““:‘(‘ ~fl an 9 (Ist October) 1800 between the First

7o ~J§ Consul of the French Republic and his Catholic
m:)/amea //w:/wdz ._/4«4&»’ / /57’“’ ‘“%*jj"y et ] R Majesty it was agreed as follows.

"‘““'7 A (/zh.&trmum,_ tﬁ_- (?»w«rwm-'-”‘“ o7 ’"‘A"'— ~ [} "His Catholic Majesty promises and engages on

> his part to cede to the French Republic six

Dresne /%/: fé‘f’ ) % .‘7%(//, aku/w/w e i “/~ . | months after the full and entire execution of the

conditions and Stipulations herein relative to his
Aofe /rx»-rx/éf 4&5/,,, 7@»«/ ﬂm/ M%‘“&” Royal Highness the Duke of Parma, the Colony
v il N"v or Province of Louisiana with the Same extent
o < Jé” = . . .
/ 047" b 2"“‘”"3‘/:“’/ = C "”A m/' S / e ; /'L / , that it now has in the hand of Spain, & that it had

T TR : when France possessed it; and Such as it Should
be after the Treaties subsequently entered into

between Spain and other States."

And whereas in pursuance of the Treaty and particularly of the third article the French Republic has an incontestible titk? to Fhe dorpain and to the possession
of the said Territory--The First Consul of the French Republic desiring to give to the United States a strong proof of his friendship doth hereby cede Fo the
United States in the name of the French Republic for ever and in full Sovereignty the said territory with all its rights and appurtenar.lces as fully and in the
Same manner as they have been acquired by the French Republic in virtue of the above mentioned Treaty concluded with his Catholic Majesty.

Art: 11

In the cession made by the preceeding article are included the adjacent Islands belonging to Louisiana all public lots and Squares, vacant lands gnd all public
buildings, fortifications, barracks and other edifices which are not private property.--The Archives, papers & documents relat‘lve to the domain ?nd Spver-
eignty of Louisiana and its dependances will be left in the possession of the Commissaries of the United States, and copies will be afterwards given in due
form to the Magistrates and Municipal officers of such of the said papers and documents as may be necessary to them.

Art: 111

The inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be incorporated in the Union of the United States and admitted as soon as possible according to the principles of
the federal Constitution to the enjoyment of all these rights, advantages and immunities of citizens of the United States, and in the mean time they shall be
maintained and protected in the free enjoyment of their liberty, property and the Religion which they profess.

Art: 1V

There Shall be Sent by the Government of France a Commissary to Louisiana to the end that he do every act necessary as well to receive from the Officers



of his Catholic Majesty the Said country and its dependances in the name of
the French Republic if it has not been already done as to transmit it in the

name of the French Republic to the Commissary or agent of the United
States.

Art: V

Immediately after the ratification of the present Treaty by the President of the
United States and in case that of the first Consul's shall have been previously
obtained, the commissary of the French Republic shall remit all military
posts of New Orleans and other parts of the ceded territory to the Commis-
sary or Commissaries named by the President to take possession--the troops
whether of France or Spain who may be there shall cease to occupy any mili-
tary post from the time of taking possession and shall be embarked as soon
as possible in the course of three months after the ratification of this treaty.

Art: VI

The United States promise to execute Such treaties and articles as may have
been agreed between Spain and the tribes and nations of Indians until by
mutual consent of the United States and the said tribes or nations other Suit-
able articles Shall have been agreed upon.

Art: VII

As it is reciprocally advantageous to the commerce of France and the United
States to encourage the communication of both nations for a limited time in
the country ceded by the present treaty until general arrangements relative to
commerce of both nations may be agreed on; it has been agreed between the
contracting parties that the French Ships coming directly from France or any
of her colonies loaded only with the produce and manufactures of France or
her Said Colonies; and the Ships of Spain coming directly from Spain or any
of her colonies loaded only with the produce or manufactures of Spain or her
Colonies shall be admitted during the Space of twelve years in the Port of
New-Orleans and in all other legal ports-of-entry within the ceded territory
in the Same manner as the Ships of the United States coming directly from
France or Spain or any of their Colonies without being Subject to any other
or greater duty on merchandize or other or greater tonnage than that paid by
the citizens of the United States.

During that Space of time above mentioned no other nation Shall have a right
to the Same privileges in the Ports of the ceded territory--the twelve years
Shall commence three months after the exchange of ratifications if it Shall
take place in France or three months after it Shall have been notified at Paris
to the French Government if it Shall take place in the United States: It is how-
ever well understood that the object of the above article is to favour the man-
ufactures, Commerce, freight and navigation of France and of Spain So far as
relates to the importations that the French and Spanish Shall make into the
Said Ports of the United States without in any Sort affecting the regulations
that the United States may make concerning the exportation of the produce
and merchandize of the United States, or any right they may have to make
Such regulations.

Art: VIII

In future and for ever after the expiration of the twelve years, the Ships of
France shall be treated upon the footing of the most favoured nations in the
ports above mentioned.

Art: [X

The particular Convention Signed this day by the respective Ministers,
having for its object to provide for the payment of debts due to the Citizens
of the United States by the French Republic prior to the 30th Sept. 1800 (8th
Vendémiaire an 9) is approved and to have its execution in the Same manner
as if it had been inserted in this present treaty, and it Shall be ratified in the
same form and in the Same time So that the one Shall not be ratified distinct
from the other.

Another particular Convention Signed at the Same date as the present treaty
relative to a definitive rule between the contracting parties is in the like
manner approved and will be ratified in the Same form, and in the Same time
and jointly.

Art: X

The present treaty Shall be ratified in good and due form and the ratifications
Shall be exchanged in the Space of Six months after the date of the Signature
by the Ministers Plenipotentiary or Sooner if possible.

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have Signed these articles in
the French and English languages; declaring nevertheless that the present

Treaty was originally agreed to in the French language; and have thereunto
affixed their Seals.

Done at Paris the tenth day of Floreal in the eleventh year of the French
Republic; and the 30th of April 1803.

Robt R Livingston [seal]
Jas. Monroe [seal]
Barbé Marbois [seal]

A CONVENTION BETWEEN
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND THE FRENCH REPUBLIC

The President of the United States of America and the First Consul of the
French Republic in the name of the French people, in consequence of the
treaty of cession of Louisiana which has been Signed this day; wishing to
regulate definitively every thing which has relation to the Said cession have
authorized to this effect the Plenipotentiaries, that is to say the President of
the United States has, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate of the
Said States, nominated for their Plenipoten tiaries, Robert R. Livingston,
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States, and James Monroe. Minister
Plenipotentiary and Envoy-Extraordinary of the Said United States. near the
Government of the French Republic; and the First Consul of the French
Republic, in the name of the French people, has named as Pleniopotentiary of
the Said Republic the citizen Francis Barbé Marbois: who, in virtue of their

full powers, which have been exchanged this day, have agreed to the follow-
ings articles:

Art: 1

The Government of the United States engages to pay to the French govern-
ment in the manner Specified in the following article the sum of Sixty
millions of francs independant of the Sum which Shall be fixed by another

Convention for the payment of the debts due by France to citizens of the
United States.

Art: 2

For the payment of the Sum of Sixty millions of francs mentioned in the
preceeding article the United States shall create a Stock of eleven millions,
two hundred and fifty thousand Dollars bearing an interest of Six percent per
annum payable half yearly in London Amsterdam or Paris amounting by the
half year to three hundred and thirty Seven thousand five hundred Dollars,
according to the proportions which Shall be determined by the french Goven-
ment to be paid at either place: The principal of the Said Stock to be reim-
bursed at the treasury of the United States in annual payments of not less than
three millions of Dollars each; of which the first payment Shall commence
fifteen years after the date of the exchange of ratifications:--this Stock Shall
be transferred to the government of France or to Such person or persons as
Shall be authorized to receive it in three months at most after the exchange of
ratifications of this treaty and after Louisiana Shall be taken possession of the
name of the Government of the United States.

It is further agreed that if the french Government Should be desirous of
disposing of the Said Stock to receive the capital in Europe at Shorter terms
that its measures for that purpose Shall be taken So as to favour in the greatest
degree possible the credit of the United States, and to raise to the highest price
the Said Stock.

Art 3

It is agreed that the Dollar of the United States Specified in the present Con-
vention shall be fixed at five francs 3333/100000 or five livres eight Sous
tournois.

The present Convention Shall be ratified in good and due form, and the ratifi-
cations Shall be exchanged the Space of Six months to date from this day or
Sooner it possible.

In faith of which the respective Plenipotentiaries have Signed the above
articles both in the french and english languages, declaring nevertheless that
the present treaty has been originally agreed on and written in the french
language; to which they have hereunto affixed their Seals.

Done at Paris the tenth of Floreal eleventh year of the french Republic



30th April 1803 .

Robt R Livingston [seal]
Jas. Monroe [seal]
Barbé Marbois [seal]

CONVENTION BETWEEN
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND THE FRENCH REPUBLIC

The President of the United States of America and the First Consul of the
French Republic in the name of the French People having by a Treaty of this
date terminated all difficulties relative to Louisiana, and established on a
Solid foundation the friendship which unites the two nations and being desir-
ous in complyance with the Second and fifth Articles of the Convention of
the 8th Vendémiaire ninth year of the French Republic (30th September
1800) to Secure the payment of the Sums due by France to the citizens of the
United States have respectively nominated as Plenipotentiaries that is to Say
The President of the United States of America by and with the advise and
consent of their Senate Robert R. Livingston Minister Plenipotentiary and
James Monroe Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary of the Said
States near the Government of the French Republic: and the First Consul in
the name of the French People the Citizen Francis Barbé Marbois Minister
of the public treasury; who after having exchanged their full powers have
agreed to the following articles.

Art: 1

The debts due by France to citizens of the United States contracted before the
8th Vendémiaire ninth year of the French Republic (30th September 1800)
Shall be paid according to the following regulations with interest at Six per
Cent; to commence from the period when the accounts and vouchers were
presented to the French Government.

Art: 2

The debts provided for by the preceeding Article are those whose result is
comprised in the conjectural note annexed to the present Convention and
which, with the interest cannot exceed the Sum of twenty millions of Francs.
The claims comprised in the Said note which fall within the exceptions of the
following articles, Shall not be admitted to the benefit of this provision.

Art: 3

The principal and interests of the Said debts Shall be discharged by the
United States, by orders drawn by their Minister Plenipotentiary on their
treasury, these orders Shall be payable Sixty days after the exchange of ratifi-
cations of the Treaty and the Conventions Signed this day, and after posses-
sion Shall be given of Louisiana by the Commissaries of France to those of
the United States.

Art: 4

[t is expressly agreed that the preceding articles Shall comprehend no debts
but Such as are due to citizens of the United States who have been and are
yet creditors of France for Supplies for embargoes and prizes made at Sea, in
which the appeal has been properly lodged within the time mentioned in the
Said Convention 8th Vendémiaire ninth year, (30th Sept 1800)

Art: 5

The preceding Articles Shall apply only, First: to captures of which the coun-
cil of prizes Shall have ordered restitution, it being well understood that the
claimant cannot have recourse to the United States otherwise than he might
have had to the Government of the French republic, and only in case of insuf-
ficiency of the captors--2d the debts mentioned in the Said fifth Article of the
Convention contracted before the 8th Vendémiaire an 9 (30th September
1800) the payment of which has been heretofore claimed of the actual Gov-
ernment of France and for which the creditors have a right to the protection
of the United States;-- the Said 5th Article does not comprehend prizes

whose condemnation has been or Shall be confirmed: it is the express inten-
tion of the contracting parties not to extend the benefit of the present Con-
vention to reclamations of American citizens who Shall have established
houses of Commerce in France, England or other countries than the United
States in partnership with foreigners, and who by that reason and the nature
of their commerce ought to be regarded as domiciliated in the places where
Such house exist.--All agreements and bargains concerning merchandize,
which Shall not be the property of American citizens, are equally excepted
from the benefit of the said Conventions, Saving however to Such persons

their claims in like manner as if this Treaty had not been made.

Art: 6

And that the different questions which may arise under the preceding
article may be fairly investigated, the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the
United States Shall name three persons, who Shall act from the present and
provisionally, and who shall have full power to examine, without removing
the documents, all the accounts of the different claims already liquidated
by the Bureaus established for this purpose by the French Republic, and to
ascertain whether they belong to the classes designated by the present Con-
vention and the principles established in it or if they are not in one of its
exceptions and on their Certificate, declaring that the debt is due to an
American Citizen or his representative and that it existed before the §th
Vendémiaire 9th year (30 September 1800) the debtor shall be entitled to an

order on the Treasury of the United States in the manner prescribed by the
3d Article.

Art: 7

The Same agents Shall likewise have power, without removing the docu-
ments, to examine the claims which are prepared for verification, and to
certify those which ought to be admitted by uniting the necessary qualifica-

tions, and not being comprised in the exceptions contained in the present
Convention.

Art: 8

The Same agents Shall likewise examine the claims which are not prepared
for liquidation, and certify in writing those which in their judgement ought
to be admitted to liquidation.

Art: 9

In proportion as the debts mentioned in these articles Shall be admitted
they Shall be discharged with interest at Six per Cent: by the Treasury of
the United States.

Art: 10

And that no debt shall not have the qualifications above mentioned and that
no unjust or exorbitant demand may be admitted, the Commercial agent of
the United States at Paris or such other agent as the Minister Plenipotentia-
ry or the United States Shall think proper to nominate shall assist at the
operations of the Bureaus and cooperate in the examinations of the claims;
and if this agent Shall be of the opinion that any debt is not completely
proved, or if he shall judge that it is not comprised in the principles of the
fifth article above mentioned, and if notwithstanding his opinion the
Bureaus established by the french Government should think that it ought to
be liquidated, he shall transmit his observations to the board established by
the United States, who, without removing documents, shall make a com-
plete examination of the debt and vouchers which Support it, and report the
result to the Minister of the United States.--The Minister of the United
States Shall transmit his observations in all Such cases to the Minister of
the treasury of the French Republic, on whose report the French Govern-
ment Shall decide definitively in every case.

The rejection of any claim Shall have no other effect than to exempt the
United States from the payment of it, the French Government reserving to
itself, the right to decide definitively on Such claim So far as it concerns
itself.

Art: 11

Every necessary decision Shall be made in the course of a year to com-
mence from the exchange of ratifications, and no reclamation Shall be
admitted afterwards.

Art: 12

In case of claims for debts contracted by the Government of France with
citizens of the United States Since the 8th Vendé miaire 9th year/30
September 1800 not being comprised in this Convention may be pursued,
and the payment demanded in the Same manner as if it had not been made.

Art: 13

The present convention Shall be ratified in good and due form and the
ratifications Shall be exchanged in Six months from the date of the Signa-




ture of the Ministers Plenipotentiary, or Sooner if possible.

In faith of which, the respective Ministers Plenipotentiary have signed
the above Articles both in the french and english languages, declaring
nevertheless that the present treaty has been originally agreed on and
written in the french language, to which they have hereunto affixed their
Seals.

Done at Paris, the tenth of Floreal, eleventh year of the French Republic.
30th April 1803.

Robt R Livingston [seal] ' 41
Jas. Monroe [seal] EROrt oy
Barbé Marbois [seal]] THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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according o the official plat of the Survey of the said Lands, returned. to the General Land Office by the SURVEYOR GENERAL,
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This "Treaty of Peace and Amity Between
the United States and Great Britain" was
signed on December 24, 1814. It ended
the War of 1812, fought between Great
Britain and the United States.

,b Treaty of Peace and Amity between His Britan-
,' ~ nic Majesty and The United States of America.

_ His Britannic Majesty and the United States of
. America desirous of terminating the war which
i has unhappily subsisted between the two Coun-
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§  tries, and of restoring upon principles of perfect
& reciprocity, Peace, Friendship, and good Under-

a7 7

7 : * standing between them, have for that purpose
AT, 7 5% 5 - & . . . . S
fiZsiZarr0ie %,7/(‘/44:/ & appointed their respective Plenipotentiaries, that
&

. is to say, His Britannic Majesty on His part has
E‘i‘, appointed the Right Honourable James Lord
©  Gambier, late Admiral of the White now Admiral
+  of the Red Squadron of His Majesty's Fleet;
f": Henry Goulburn Esquire, a Member of the Impe-
I rial Parliament and Under Secretary of State: and
William Adams Esquire, Doctor of Civil Laws:
' And the President of the United States, by and
+ with the advice and consent of the Senate there-
- of. has appointed John Quincy Adams, James A.
. Bayard, Henry Clay, Jonathan Russell.
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" 3% / ; . who, after a reciprocal communication of their

Zes el n,/,,/; //ee / it / /h,,” ﬁ” // S /?/ . respective Full Powers, have agreed upon the
/ ~ -~ = & following Articles.
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- ARTICLE THE FIRST.

There shall be a firm and universal Peace
- between His Britannic Majesty and the United
© States, and between their respective Countries,
. Territories, Cities, Towns, and People of every
| degree without exception of places or persons.
' All hostilities both by sea and land shall cease as
. soon as this Treaty shall have been ratified by
both parties as hereinafter mentioned. All territo-
ry. places, and possessions whatsoever taken by
either party from the other during the war, or
which may be taken after the signing of this
Treaty, excepting only the Islands hereinafter
~ mentioned, shall be restored without delay and
. without causing any destruction or carrying away
- any of the Artillery or other public property orig-
| inally captured in the said forts or places. and
. which shall remain therein upon the Exchange of
| the Ratifications of this Treaty, or any Slaves or
| other private property; And all Archives,
Records, Deeds, and Papers, either of a public
| nature or belonging to private persons, which in
the course of the war may have fallen into the
hands of the Officers of either party, shall be, as
far as may be practicable, forthwith restored and
delivered to the proper authorities and persons to
whom they respectively belong. Such of the Islands in the Bay of Passamaquoddy as are claimed by both parties shall remain in _the possessi.on of the party
in whose occupation they may be at the time of the Exchange of the Ratifications of this Treaty until the decision respecting the title to the said lsland's sh_all
have been made in conformity with the fourth Article of this Treaty. No disposition made by this Treaty as to such possession of the Islands and territories
claimed by both parties shall in any manner whatever be construed to affect the right of either.

e
}’* /(/‘(//Az,,)z¢?' <~ ’1"“//’31;1/(///4/ é'//rz//)(/f/'-.,
". 4 2 d
- / 7!’ (,v‘)
Sh ( /
“oecflzo el S o € C, /(/')z = (//( '/‘I}‘/(/ )’(ﬂﬁl(’)
; ¥

7

A ; 2l A 2 7
Ze 7Py /1'2/( 222 r /( - /1—"}1/,/%(4 2> 2/ /{/,(Y*I’ e z 2/

"

//,;/ //f//ﬂ./( 4//4/ 71// //(,‘J 5(;;{/,’/4:,{4;2';(_)
L e AR

Cl 2y ¢ 2P P2 /}7/1,.( S,
S

7/),/}1;1(//
ﬂ/{a ,,,
Sf

7
Y /7 Vd . A
tn/,/vz’zl( ///f;)zﬁlz-z/, /L?/;' « 712//;111/1’/1/ %( -
4 .

e Al

a7
‘/7;:” |

//fl/t'.:/ /a)//z/cf rza,////ﬂ/ apis
A

or7
////}(/V/é //{4/14’-((/‘*'1/(/!/ (2/),:/(

A/ZY//;C/ Zoo/,; 2",

B

i e P
///,;11/(/{ P ¢;//=z/¢—;,_.¢ /ﬂ/ /// ””/4 x> o

¢ //
L o eer !
// Ak

ST G AN S T e S

ARTICLE THE SECOND. ' '
Immediately after the ratifications of this Treaty by both parties as hereinafter mentioned, orders shall be sent to the Armies, Squadrons, Officers, Subjects,
and Citizens of the two Powers to cease from all hostilities: and to prevent all causes of complaint which might arise on account of the prizes which may be
taken at sea after the said Ratifications of this Treaty, it is reciprocally agreed that all vessels and effects which may be taken after the space of twelve days
from the said Ratifications upon all parts of the Coast of North America from the Latitude of twenty three degrees North to the Latitude of fifty degrees North,
and as far Eastward in the Atlantic Ocean as the thirty sixth degree of West Longitude from the Meridian of Greenwich, shall be restored on each side:-that
the time shall be thirty days in all other parts of the Atlantic Occan North of the Equinoctial Line or Equator:-and the same time for the British and lri.sh Chan-
nels, for the Gulf of Mexico, and all parts of the West Indies:-forty days for the North Seas for the Baltic, and for all parts of the Mediterranean-sixty days
for the Atlantic Ocean South of the Equator as far as the Latitude of the Cape of Good Hope.- ninety days for every other part of the world South of the Equa-
tor, and one hundred and twenty days for all other parts of the world without exception.

ARTICLE THE THIRD. . ‘ . . '

All Prisoners of war taken on either side as well by land as by sea shall be restored as soon as practicable after the Ratifications of this Treaty as heremaﬁer
mentioned on their paying the debts which they may have contracted during their captivity. The two Contracting Parties respectively engage to discharge in
specie the advances which may have been made by the other for the sustenance and maintenance of such prisoners.




ARTICLE THE FOURTH.

Whereas it was stipulated by the second Article in the Treaty of Peace of one
thousand seven hundred and eighty three between His Britannic Majesty and
the United States of America that the boundary of the United States should
comprehend "all Islands within twenty leagues of any part of the shores of
the United States and lying between lines to be drawn due East from the
points where the aforesaid boundaries between Nova Scotia on the one part
and East Florida on the other shall respectively touch the Bay of Fundy and
the Atlantic Ocean, excepting such Islands as now are or heretofore have
been within the limits of Nova Scotia, and whereas the several [slands in the
Bay of Passamaquoddy, which is part of the Bay of Fundy, and the Island of
Grand Menan in the said Bay of Fundy, are claimed by the United States as
being comprehended within their aforesaid boundaries, which said Islands
are claimed as belonging to His Britannic Majesty as having been at the time
of and previous to the aforesaid Treaty of one thousand seven hundred and
eighty three within the limits of the Province of Nova Scotia: In order there-
fore finally to decide upon these claims it is agreed that they shall be referred
to two Commissioners to be appointed in the following manner: viz: One
Commissioner shall be appointed by His Britannic Majesty and one by the
President of the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate thereof, and the said two Commissioners so appointed shall be sworn
impartially to examine and decide upon the said claims according to such
evidence as shall be laid before them on the part of His Britannic Majesty and
of the United States respectively. The said Commissioners shall meet at St
Andrews in the Province of New Brunswick, and shall have power to adjourn
to such other place or places as they shall think fit. The said Commissioners
shall by a declaration or report under their hands and seals decide to which of
the two Contracting parties the several Islands aforesaid do respectely belong
in conformity with the true intent of the said Treaty of Peace of one thousand
seven hundred and eighty three. And if the said Commissioners shall agree in
their decision both parties shall consider such decision as final and conclu-
sive. It is further agreed that in the event of the two Commissioners differing
upon all or any of the matters so referred to them, or in the event of both or
either of the said Commissioners refusing or declining or wilfully omitting to
act as such, they shall make jointly or separately a report or reports as well to
the Government of His Britannic Majesty as to that of the United States,
stating in detail the points on which they differ, and the grounds upon which
their respective opinions have been formed, or the grounds upon which they
or either of them have so refused declined or omitted to act. And His Britan-
nic Majesty and the Government of the United States hereby agree to refer
the report or reports of the said Commissioners to some friendly Sovereign
or State to be then named for that purpose, and who shall be requested to
decide on the differences which may be stated in the said report or reports, or
upon the report of one Commissioner together with the grounds upon which
the other Commissioner shall have refused, declined or omitted to act as the
case may be. And if the Commissioner so refusing, declining, or omitting to
act. shall also wilfully omit to state the grounds upon which he has so done
in such manner that the said statement may be referred to such friendly Sov-
ereign or State together with the report of such other Commissioner, then
such Sovereign or State shall decide ex parse upon the said report alone. And
His Britannic Majesty and the Government of the United States engage to
consider the decision of such friendly Sovereign or State to be final and
conclusive on all the matters so referred.

ARTICLE THE FIFTH.

Whereas neither that point of the Highlands lying due North from the source
of the River St Croix, and designated in the former Treaty of Peace between
the two Powers as the North West Angle of Nova Scotia, nor the North West-
ernmost head of Connecticut River has yet been ascertained; and whereas
that part of the boundary line between the Dominions of the two Powers
which extends from the source of the River st Croix directly North to the
above mentioned North West Angle of Nova Scotia, thence along the said
Highlands which divide those Rivers that empty themselves into the River St
Lawrence from those which fall into the Atlantic Ocean to the North West-
ernmost head of Connecticut River, thence down along the middle of that
River to the forty fifth degree of North Latitude, thence by a line due West on
said latitude until it strikes the River Iroquois or Cataraquy, has not yet been
surveyed: it is agreed that for these several purposes two Commissioners
shall be appointed, sworn, and authorized to act exactly in the manner direct-
ed with respect to those mentioned in the next preceding Article unless other-
wise specified in the present Article. The said Commissioners shall meet at
se Andrews in the Province of New Brunswick, and shall have power to
adjourn to such other place or places as they shall think fit. The said Commis-
sioners shall have power to ascertain and determine the points above men-
tioned in conformity with the provisions of the said Treaty of Peace of one
thousand seven hundred and eighty three, and shall cause the boundary afore-
said from the source of the River St Croix to the River Iroquois or Cataraquy
to be surveyed and marked according to the said provisions. The said Com-

missioners shall make a map of the said boundary, and annex to it a declara-
tion under their hands and seals certifying it to be the true Map of the said
boundary, and particularizing the latitude and longitude of the North West
Angle of Nova Scotia, of the North Westernmost head of Connecticut River,
and of such other points of the said boundary as they may deem proper. And
both parties agree to consider such map and declaration as finally and conclu-
sively fixing the said boundary. And in the event of the said two Commission-
ers differing, or both, or either of them refusing, declining, or wilfully omit-
ting to act, such reports, declarations, or statements shall be made by them or
either of them, and such reference to a friendly Sovereign or State shall be
made in all respects as in the latter part of the fourth Article is contained, and
in as full a manner as if the same was herein repeated.

ARTICLE THE SIXTH.

Whereas by the former Treaty of Peace that portion of the boundary of the
United States from the point where the fortyfifth degree of North Latitude
strikes the River Iroquois or Cataraquy to the Lake Superior was declared to
be "along the middle of said River into Lake Ontario, through the middle of
said Lake until it strikes the communication by water between that Lake and
Lake Erie, thence along the middle of said communication into Lake Erie,
through the middle of said Lake until it arrives at the water communication
into the Lake Huron; thence through the middle of said Lake to the water
communication between that Lake and Lake Superior:" and whereas doubts
have arisen what was the middle of the said River, Lakes. and water commu-
nications, and whether certain Islands lying in the same were within the
Dominions of His Britannic Majesty or of the United States: In order there-
fore finally to decide these doubts, they shall be referred to two Commission-
ers to be appointed, sworn, and authorized to act exactly in the manner direct-
ed with respect to those mentioned in the next preceding Article unless other-
wise specified in this present Article. The said Commissioners shall meet in
the first instance at Albany in the State of New York, and shall have power to
adjourn to such other place or places as they shall think fit. The said Commis-
sioners shall by a Report or Declaration under their hands and seals, designate
the boundary through the said River, Lakes, and water communications, and
decide to which of the two Contracting parties the several Islands lying within
the said Rivers, Lakes, and water communications, do respectively belong in
conformity with the true intent of the said Treaty of one thousand seven
hundred and eighty three. And both parties agree to consider such designation
and decision as final and conclusive. And in the event of the said two Com-
missioners differing or both or either of them refusing, declining, or wilfully
omitting to act, such reports, declarations, or statements shall be made by
them or either of them, and such reference to a friendly Sovereign or State
shall be made in all respects as in the latter part of the fourth Article is
contained, and in as full a manner as if the same was herein repeated.

ARTICLE THE SEVENTH.

It is further agreed that the said two last mentioned Commissioners after they
shall have executed the duties assigned to them in the preceding Article, shall
be, and they are hereby, authorized upon their oaths impartially to fix and
determine according to the true intent of the said Treaty of Peace of one thou-
sand seven hundred and eighty three, that part of the boundary between the
dominions of the two Powers, which extends from the water communication
between Lake Huron and Lake Superior to the most North Western point of
the Lake of the Woods:-to decide to which of the two Parties the several
Islands lying in the Lakes, water communications, and Rivers forming the
said boundary do respectively belong in conformity with the true intent of the
said Treaty of Peace of one thousand seven hundred and eighty three, and to
cause such parts of the said boundary as require it to be surveyed and marked.
The said Commissioners shall by a Report or declaration under their hands
and seals, designate the boundary aforesaid, state their decision on the points
thus referred to them, and particularize the Latitude and Longitude of the
most North Western point of the Lake of the Woods, and of such other parts
of the said boundary as they may deem proper. And both parties agree to
consider such designation and decision as final and conclusive. And in the
event of the said two Commissioners differing, or both or either of them
refusing, declining, or wilfully omitting to act, such reports, declarations or
statements shall be made by them or either of them, and such reference to a
friendly Sovereign or State shall be made in all respects as in the latter part of
the fourth Article is contained. and in as full a manner as if the same was
herein revealed.

ARTICLE THE EIGHTH.

The several Boards of two Commissioners mentioned in the four preceding
Articles shall respectively have power to appoint a Secretary, and to employ
such Surveyors or other persons as they shall judge necessary. Duplicates of
all their respective reports, declarations, statements, and decisions, and of
their accounts, and of the Journal of their proceedings shall be delivered by
them to the Agents of His Britannic Majesty and to the Agents of the United
States, who may be respectively appointed and authorized to manage the




business on behalf of their respective Governments. The said Commission-
ers shall be respectively paid in such manner as shall be agreed between the
two contracting parties, such agreement being to be settled at the time of the
Exchange of the Ratifications of this Treaty. And all other expenses attend-
ing the said Commissions shall be defrayed equally by the two parties. And
in the case of death, sickness, resignation, or necessary absence, the place of
every such Commissioner respectively shall be supplied in the same manner
as such Commissioner was first appointed; and the new Commissioner shall
take the same oath or affirmation and do the same duties. It is further agreed
between the two contracting parties that in case any of the Islands mentioned
in any of the preceding Articles, which were in the possession of one of the
parties prior to the commencement of the present war between the two Coun-
tries, should by the decision of any of the Boards of Commissioners afore-
said, or of the Sovereign or State so referred to, as in the four next preceding
Articles contained, fall within the dominions of the other party, all grants of
land made previous to the commencement of the war by the party having had
such possession, shall be as valid as if such Island or Islands had by such
decision or decisions been adjudged to be within

GAMBIER. [Seal]

HENRY GOULBURN [Seal]
WILLIAM ADAMS [Seal]
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS [Seal]
J. A. BAYARD [Seal]

H. CLAY. [Seal]

JON. RUSSELL [Seal]
ALBERT GALLATIN [Seal]

the dominions of the party having had such & sSEEER—————_—_

possession.

ARTICLE THE NINTH.

The United States of America engage to put an
end immediately after the Ratification of the
present Treaty to hostilities with all the Tribes or
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war at the time of such Ratification, and forth- Feial A 74
with to restore to such Tribes or Nations respec- : Sk ST SR 5 STINENE R DR ST o
tively all the possessions, rights, and privileges // i

which they may have enjoyed or been entitled to
in one thousand eight hundred and eleven previ- =
ous to such hostilities. Provided always that
such Tribes or Nations shall agree to desist from
all hostilities against the United States of Ameri-
ca. their Citizens, and Subjects upon the Ratifi-
cation of the present Treaty being notified to
such Tribes or Nations, and shall so desist
accordingly. And His Britannic Majesty engages
on his part to put an end immediately after the
Ratification of the present Treaty to hostilities
with all the Tribes or Nations of Indians with =~ =
whom He may be at war at the time of such Rati-
fication, and forthwith to restore to such Tribes
or Nations respectively all the possessions,
rights, and privileges, which they may have
enjoyed or been entitled to in one thousand eight
hundred and eleven previous to such hostilities.
Provided always that such Tribes or Nations
shall agree to desist from all hostilities against
His Britannic Majesty and His Subjects upon the
Ratification of the present Treaty being notified
to such Tribes or Nations, and shall so desist
accordingly.
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ARTICLE THE TENTH.

Whereas the Traffic in Slaves is irreconcilable
with the principles of humanity and Justice, and
whereas both His Majesty and the United States
are desirous of continuing their efforts to
promote its entire abolition, it is hereby agreed
that both the contracting parties shall use their
best endeavours to accomplish so desirable an
object.

ARTICLE THE ELEVENTH.

This Treaty when the same shall have been
ratified on both sides without alteration by either
of the contracting parties, and the Ratifications
mutually exchanged, shall be binding on both
parties, and the Ratifications shall be exchanged
at Washington in the space of four months from
this day or sooner if practicable. In faith where-
of. We the respective Plenipotentiaries have
signed this Treaty, and have hereunto affixed our
Seals.

Done in triplicate at Ghent the twenty fourth day
of December one thousand eight hundred and
fourteen.
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The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 1848

TREATY OF PEACE, FRIENDSHIP, LIMITS, AND SETTLEMENT
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE

UNITED MEXICAN STATES CONCLUDED AT GUADALUPE
HIDALGO, FEBRUARY 2, 1848;

RATIFICATION ADVISED BY SENATE, WITH AMENDMENT S,
MARCH 10, 1848;

RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT, MARCH 16, 1848:

RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGED AT QUERETARO, MAY 30, 1848:
PROCLAIMED, JULY 4, 1848.

In the name of Almighty God:

‘The ‘States of America and the United Mexican
States anima ncere desire to put an end to the calamities of the
war which unhappily exists between the two Republics and to establish
Upon a solid basis relations of peace and friendship, which shall confer
reciprocal benefits upon the citizens of both, and assure the concord,
harmony, and mutual confidence wherein the two people should live, as
good neighbors have for that purpose appointed their respective plenipo-
tentiaries, that is to say: The President of the United States has appoint-
ed Nicholas P. Trist, a citizen of the United States, and the President of
the Mexican Republic has appointed Don Luis Gonzaga Cuevas, Don
Bernardo Couto, and Don Miguel Atristain, citizens of the said Repub-
lic; Who, after a reciprocal communication of their respective full
powers, have, under the protection of Almighty God, the author of
peace, arranged, agreed upon, and signed the following: Treaty of
Peace, Friendship, Limits, and Settlement between the United States of
America and the Mexican Republic.

ARTICLE I

There shall be firm and universal peace between the United States of
America and the Mexican Republic, and between their respective
countries, territories, cities, towns, and people, without exception of
places or persons.

ARTICLE 11

Immediately upon the signature of this treaty, a convention shall be
entered into between a commissioner or commissioners appointed by
the General-in-chief of the forces of the United States, and such as may
be appointed by the Mexican Government, to the end that a provisional
suspension of hostilities shall take place, and that, in the places occupied
by the said forces, constitutional order may be reestablished, as regards
the political, administrative, and judicial branches, so far as this shall be
permitted by the circumstances of military occupation.

ARTICLE 111

Immediately upon the ratification of the present treaty by the Govern-
ment of the United States, orders shall be transmitted to the commanders
of their land and naval forces, requiring the latter (provided this treaty
shall then have been ratified by the Government of the Mexican Repub-
lic, and the ratifications exchanged) immediately to desist from blockad-
ing any Mexican ports and requiring the former (under the same condi-
tion) to commence, at the earliest moment practicable, withdrawing all
troops of the United States then in the interior of the Mexican Republic,
to points that shall be selected by common agreement, at a distance from
the seaports not exceeding thirty leagues; and such evacuation of the
interior of the Republic shall be completed with the least possible delay;
the Mexican Government hereby binding itself to afford every facility in
its power for rendering the same convenient to the troops, on their march
and in their new positions, and for promoting a good understanding
between them and the inhabitants. In like manner orders shall be
dispatched to the persons in charge of the custom houses at all ports
occupied by the forces of the United States, requiring them (under the
same condition) immediately to deliver possession of the same to the
persons authorized by the Mexican Government to receive it, together
with all bonds and evidences of debt for duties on importations and on
exportations, not yet fallen due. Moreover, a faithful and exact account
shall be made out, showing the entire amount of all duties on imports
and on exports, collected at such custom-houses, or elsewhere in
Mexico, by authority of the United States, from and after the day of
ratification of this treaty by the Government of the Mexican Republic:
and also an account of the cost of collection; and such entire amount,
deducting only the cost of collection, shall be delivered to the Mexican
Government, at the city of Mexico, within three months after the
exchange of ratifications.

The evacuation of the capital of the Mexican Republic by the troops of
the United States, in virtue of the above stipulation, shall be completed
in one month after the orders there stipulated for shall have been
received by the commander of said troops, or sooner if possible.

ARTICLE IV

Immediately after the exchange of ratifications of the present treaty all
castles, forts, territories, places, and possessions, which have been taken
or occupied by the forces of the United States during the present war,
within the limits of the Mexican Republic, as about to be established by
the following article, shall be definitely restored to the said Republic,
together with all the artillery, arms, apparatus of war, munitions, and

other public property, which were in the said castles and forts when
captured, and which shall remain there at the time when this treaty shall
be duly ratified by the Government of the Mexican Republic. To this
end, immediately upon the signature of this treaty, orders shall be
dispatched to the American officers commanding such castles and forts,
securing against the removal or destruction of any such artillery, arms,
apparatus of war, munitions, or other public property. The city of
Mexico, within the inner line of entrenchments surrounding the said
city, is comprehended in the above stipulation, as regards the restoration
of artillery, apparatus of war, & c.

The final evacuation of the territory of the Mexican Republic, by the
forces of the United States, shall be completed in three months from the




said exchange of ratifications, or sooner if possible: the Mexican Government hereby engaging, as in the
foregoing article to use all means in its power for facilitating such evacuation, and rendering it conve-
nient to the troops, and for promoting a good understanding between them and the inhabitants.

If, however, the ratification of this treaty by both parties should not take place in time to allow the
embarcation of the troops of the United States to be completed before the commencement of the sickly
season, at the Mexican ports on the Gulf of Mexico, in such case a friendly arrangement shall be entered
into between the General-in-Chief of the said troops and the Mexican Government, whereby healthy and
otherwise suitable places, at a distance from the ports not exceeding thirty leagues, shall be designated
for the residence of such troops as may not yet have embarked, until the return of the healthy season.
And the space of time here referred to as, comprehending the sickly season shall be understood to extend
from the first day of May to the first day of November.

All prisoners of war taken on either side, on land or on sea, shall be restored as soon as practicable after
the exchange of ratifications of this treaty. It is also agreed that if any Mexicans should now be held as
captives by any savage tribe within the limits of the United States, as about to be established by the
following article, the Government of the said United States will exact the release of such captives and
cause them to be restored to their country.

ARTICLE V

The boundary line between the two Republics shall commence in the Gulf of Mexico, three leagues
from land, opposite the mouth of the Rio Grande, otherwise called Rio Bravo del Norte, or Opposite the
mouth of its deepest branch, if it should have more than one branch emptying directly into the sea; from
thence up the middle of that river, following the deepest channel, where it has more than one, to the point
where it strikes the southern boundary of New Mexico; thence, westwardly, along the whole southern
boundary of New Mexico (which runs north of the town called Paso) to its western termination; thence,
northward, along the western line of New Mexico, until it intersects the first branch of the river Gila: (or
if it should not intersect any branch of that river, then to the point on the said line nearest to such branch,
and thence in a direct line to the same); thence down the middle of the said branch and of the said river,
until it empties into the Rio Colorado; thence across the Rio Colorado, following the division line
between Upper and Lower California. to the Pacific Ocean.

The southern and western limits of New Mexico, mentioned in the article, are those laid down in the
map entitled "Map of the United Mexican States, as organized and defined by various acts of the
Congress of said republic, and constructed according to the best authorities. Revised edition. Published
at New York, in 1847, by J. Disturnell," of which map a copy is added to this treaty, bearing the
signatures and seals of the undersigned Plenipotentiaries. And, in order to preclude all difficulty in
tracing upon the ground the limit separating Upper from Lower California, it is agreed that the said limit
shall consist of a straight line drawn from the middle of the Rio Gila, where it unites with the Colorado,
to a point on the coast of the Pacific Ocean. distant one marine league due south of the southernmost
point of the port of San Diego, according to the plan of said port made in the year 1782 by Don Juan
Pantoja. second sailing-master of the Spanish fleet, and published at Madrid in the year 1802. in the atlas
to the voyage of the schooners Sutil and Mexicana; of which plan a copy is hereunto added, signed and
sealed by the respective Plenipotentiaries.

In order to designate the boundary line with due precision, upon authoritative maps, and to establish
upon the ground land-marks which shall show the limits of both republics, as described in the present
article, the two Governments shall each appoint a commissioner and a surveyor, who, before the expira-
tion of one year from the date of the exchange of ratifications of this treaty, shall meet at the port of San
Diego, and proceed to run and mark the said boundary in its whole course to the mouth of the Rio Bravo
del Norte. They shall keep journals and make out plans of their operations; and the result agreed upon
by them shall be deemed a part of this treaty, and shall have the same force as if it were inserted therein.
The two Governments will amicably agree regarding what may be necessary to these persons, and also
as to their respective escorts, should such be necessary.

The boundary line established by this article shall be religiously respected by each of the two republics,
and no change shall ever be made therein, except by the express and free consent of both nations, lawful-
ly given by the General Government of each, in conformity with its own constitution.

ARTICLE VI

The vessels and citizens of the United States shall, in all time, have a free and uninterrupted passage by
the Gulf of California, and by the river Colorado below its confluence with the Gila. to and from their
possessions situated north of the boundary line defined in the preceding article: it being understood that
this passage is to be by navigating the Gulf of California and the river Colorado, and not by land, without
the express consent of the Mexican Government.

If, by the examinations which may be made, it should be ascertained to be practicable and advantageous
{0 construct a road, canal, or railway, which should in whole or in part run upon the river Gila, or upon
its right or its left bank, within the space of one marine league from either margin of the river, the
Governments of both republics will form an agreement regarding its construction, in order that it may
serve equally for the use and advantage of both countries.

ARTICLE VI

The river Gila, and the part of the Rio Bravo del Norte lying below the southern boundary of New
Mexico. being. agreeably to the fifth article, divided in the middle between the two republics, the
navigation of the Gila and of the Bravo below said boundary shall be free and common to the vessels
and citizens of both countries; and neither shall, without the consent of the other, construct any work that
may impede or interrupt, in whole or in part, the exercise of this right; not even for the purpose of
favoring new methods of navigation. Nor shall any tax or contribution, under any denomination or title,
be levied upon vessels or persons navigating the same or upon merchandise or effects transported
thereon, except in the case of landing upon one of their shores. If, for the purpose of making the said
rivers navigable, or for maintaining them in such state, it should be necessary or advantageous to
establish any tax or contribution, this shall not be done without the consent of both Governments.

The stipulations contained in the present article shall not impair the territorial rights of either republic
within its established limits.

ARTICLE VIII

Mexicans now established in territories previously belonging to Mexico, and which remain for the
future within the limits of the United States, as defined by the present treaty, shall be free to continue
where they now reside, or to remove at any time to the Mexican Republic, retaining the property which
they possess in the said territories, or disposing thereof, and removing the proceeds wherever they
please, without their being subjected, on this account, to any contribution, tax, or charge whatever.

Those who shall prefer to remain in the said territories may either retain the title and rights of Mexican
Cilizens, or acquire those Of citizens of the United States. But they shall be under the obligation to make

their election within one year from the date of the exchange of ratifications of this treaty; and those who
shall remain in the said territories after the expiration of that year, without having declared their
intention to retain the character of Mexicans, shall be considered to have elected to become citizens of
the United States.

In the said territories, property of every kind, now belonging to Mexicans not established there, shall be
inviolably respected. The present owners, the heirs of these, and all Mexicans who may hereafter
acquire said property by contract, shall enjoy with respect to it guarantees equally ample as if the same
belonged to citizens of the United States.

ARTICLE IX

The Mexicans who, in the territories aforesaid, shall not preserve the character of citizens of the
Mexican Republic, conformably with what is stipulated in the preceding article, shall be incorporat-
ed into the Union of the United States. and be admitted at the proper time (to be judged of by the
Congress of the United States) to the enjoyment of all the rights of citizens of the United States,
according to the principles of the Constitution; and in the mean time, shall be maintained and

protected in the free enjoyment of their liberty and property, and secured in the free exercise of their
religion without; restriction.

ARTICLE X
[Stricken out]

Article XI

Considering that a great part of the territories, which, by the present treaty, are to be comprehended
for the future within the limits of the United States, is now occupied by savage tribes, who will
hereafter be under the exclusive control of the Government of the United States, and whose
incursions within the territory of Mexico would be prejudicial in the extreme, it is solemnly agreed
that all such incursions shall be forcibly restrained by the Government of the United States whenso-
ever this may be necessary: and that when they cannot be prevented, they shall be punished by the
said Government, and satisfaction for the same shall be exacted all in the same way, and with equal

diligence and energy, as if the same incursions were meditated or committed within its own territory,
against its own citizens.

It shall not be lawful, under any pretext whatever, for any inhabitant of the United States to purchase
or acquire any Mexican, or any foreigner residing in Mexico, who may have been captured by
Indians inhabiting the territory of either of the two republics; nor to purchase or acquire horses,
mules, cattle, or property of any kind, stolen within Mexican territory by such Indians.

And in the event of any person or persons, captured within Mexican territory by Indians, being
carried into the territory of the United States, the Government of the latter engages and binds itself,
in the most solemn manner, so soon as it shall know of such captives being within its territory, and
shall be able so to do, through the faithful exercise of its influence and power, to rescue them and
return them to their country. or deliver them to the agent or representative of the Mexican Govern-
ment. The Mexican authorities will, as far as practicable, give to the Government of the United
States notice of such captures; and its agents shall pay the expenses incurred in the maintenance and
transmission of the rescued captives; who, in the mean time, shall be treated with the utmost
hospitality by the American authorities at the place where they may be. But if the Government of the
United States, before receiving such notice from Mexico, should obtain intelligence, through any
other channel, of the existence of Mexican captives within its territory, it will proceed forthwith to
effect their release and delivery to the Mexican agent, as above stipulated.

For the purpose of giving to these stipulations the fullest possible efficacy. thereby affording the
security and redress demanded by their true spirit and intent, the Government of the United States
will now and hereafter pass, without unnecessary delay, and always vigilantly enforce, such laws as
the nature of the subject may require. And. finally, the sacredness of this obligation shall never be
lost sight of by the said Government, when providing for the removal of the Indians from any
portion of the said territories, or for its being settled by citizens of the United States; but, on the
contrary, special care shall then be taken not to place its Indian occupants under the necessity of
seeking new homes, by committing those invasions which the United States have solemnly obliged
themselves to restrain.

ARTICLE XII

In consideration of the extension acquired by the boundaries of the United States, as defined in the
fifth article of the present treaty, the Government of the United States engages to pay to that of the
Mexican Republic the sum of fifteen millions of dollars.

Immediately after the treaty shall have been duly ratified by the Government of the Mexican Repub-
lic, the sum of three millions of dollars shall be paid to the said Government by that of the United
States, at the city of Mexico, in the gold or silver coin of Mexico The remaining twelve millions of
dollars shall be paid at the same place, and in the same coin, in annual installments of three millions
of dollars each, together with interest on the same at the rate of six per centum per annum. This
interest shall begin to run upon the whole sum of twelve millions from the day of the ratification of
the present treaty by--the Mexican Government, and the first of the installments shall be paid-at the
expiration of one year from the same day. Together with each annual installment, as it falls due, the
whole interest accruing on such installment from the beginning shall also be paid.

ARTICLE XIII

The United States engage, moreover, to assume and pay to the claimants all the amounts now due
them, and those hereafter to become due, by reason of the claims already liquidated and decided
against the Mexican Republic, under the conventions between the two republics severally concluded
on the eleventh day of April, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, and on the thirtieth day of January,
eighteen hundred and forty-three: so that the Mexican Republic shall be absolutely exempt, for the
future, from all expense whatever on account of the said claims.

ARTICLE X1V

The United States do furthermore discharge the Mexican Republic from all claims of citizens of the
United States, not heretofore decided against the Mexican Government, which may have arisen
previously to the date of the signature of this treaty: which discharge shall be final and perpetual,
whether the said claims be rejected or be allowed by the board of commissioners provided for in the
following article, and whatever shall be the total amount of those allowed.

ARTICLE XV

The United States, exonerating Mexico from all demands on account of the claims of their citizens
mentioned in the preceding article, and considering them entirely and forever canceled, whatever
their amount may be, undertake to make satisfaction for the same, to an amount not exceeding three
and one-quarter millions of dollars. To ascertain the validity and amount of those claims, a board of
commissioners shall be established by the Government of the United States, whose awards shall be
final and conclusive; provided that, in deciding upon the validity of each claim. the boa shall be
guided and governed by the principles and rules of decision prescribed by the first and fifth articles
of the unratified convention, concluded at the city of Mexico on the twentieth day of November, one
thousand eight hundred and forty-three; and in no case shall an award be made in favor of any claim
not embraced by these principles and rules.

If, in the opinion of the said board of commissioners or of the claimants, any books, records, or
documents, in the possession or power of the Government of the Mexican Republic, shall be
deemed necessary to the just decision of any claim, the commissioners, or the claimants through
them, shall, within such period as Congress may designate, make an application in writing for the
same, addressed to the Mexican Minister of Foreign Affairs, to be transmitted by the Secretary of
State of the United States: and the Mexican Government engages, at the earliest possible moment
after the receipt of such demand. to cause any of the books, records. or documents so specified,
which shall be in their possession or power (or authenticated copies or extracts of the same), to be
transmitted to the said Secretary of State, who shall immediately deliver them over to the said board
of commissioners; provided that no such application shall be made by or at the instance of any
claimant, until the facts which it is expected to prove by such books, records, or documents, shall
have been stated under oath or affirmation.




ARTICLE XVI

Each of the contracting parties reserves to itself the entire right to fortify whatever point within its
territory it may judge proper so to fortify for its security.

ARTICLE XVII

The treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, concluded at the city of Mexico, on the fifth day of
April, A. D. 1831, between the United States of America and the United Mexican States, except the
additional article, and except so far as the stipulations of the said treaty may be incompatible with any
stipulation contained in the present treaty, is hereby revived for the period of eight years from the day
of the exchange of ratifications of this treaty. with the same force and virtue as if incorporated therein;
it being understood that each of the contracting parties reserves to itself the right, at any time after the
said period of eight years shall have expired, to terminate the same by giving one year's notice of such
intention to the other party.

ARTICLE XVIII

All supplies whatever for troops of the United States in Mexico, arriving at ports in the occupation of
such troops previous to the final evacuation thereof, although subsequently to the restoration of the
custom-houses at such ports, shall be entirely exempt from duties and charges of any kind; the
Government of the United States hereby engaging and pledging its faith to establish and vigilantly to
enforce, all possible guards for securing the revenue of Mexico, by preventing the importation, under
cover of this stipulation, of any articles other than such, both in kind and in quantity, as shall really be
wanted for the use and consumption of the forces of the United States during the time they may remain
in Mexico. To this end it shall be the duty of all officers and agents of the United States to denounce
to the Mexican authorities at the respective ports any attempts at a fraudulent abuse of this stipulation,
which they may know of, or may have reason to suspect, and to give to such authorities all the aid in
their power with regard thereto; and every such attempt, when duly proved and established by
sentence of a competent tribunal, They shall be punished by the confiscation of the property so
attempted to be fraudulently introduced.

ARTICLE XIX

With respect to all merchandise, effects, and property whatsoever, imported into ports of Mexico,
whilst in the occupation of the forces of the United States, whether by citizens of either republic, or
by citizens or subjects of any neutral nation, the following rules shall be observed:

(1) All such merchandise, effects, and property, if imported previously to the restoration of the
custom-houses to the Mexican authorities, as stipulated for in the third article of this treaty, shall be
exempt from confiscation, although the importation of the same be prohibited by the Mexican tariff.

(2) The same perfect exemption shall be enjoyed by all such merchandise, effects, and property,
imported subsequently to the restoration of the custom-houses, and previously to the sixty days fixed
in the following article for the coming into force of the Mexican tariff at such ports respectively; the
said merchandise, effects, and property being, however, at the time of their importation, subject to the
payment of duties. as provided for in the said following article.

(3) All merchandise, effects, and property described in the two rules foregoing shall, during their
continuance at the place of importation, and upon their leaving such place for the interior, be exempt
from all duty, tax, or imposts of every kind, under whatsoever title or denomination. Nor shall they be
there subject to any charge whatsoever upon the sale thereof.

(4) All merchandise, effects, and property, described in the first and second rules, which shall have
been removed to any place in the interior, whilst such place was in the occupation of the forces of the
United States, shall, during their continuance therein, be exempt from all tax upon the sale or
consumption thereof, and from every kind of impost or contribution, under whatsoever title or denom-
ination.

(5) But if any merchandise, effects, or property, described in the first and second rules, shall be
removed to any place not occupied at the time by the forces of the United States, they shall, upon their
introduction into such place, or upon their sale or consumption there, be subject to the same duties
which, under the Mexican laws, they would be required to pay in such cases if they had been imported
in time of peace, through the maritime custom-houses, and had there paid the duties conformably with
the Mexican tariff.

(6) The owners of all merchandise, effects, or property, described in the first and second rules, and
existing in any port of Mexico, shall have the right to reship the same, exempt from all tax, impost, or
contribution whatever.

With respect to the metals, or other property, exported from any Mexican port whilst in the occupation
of the forces of the United States, and previously to the restoration of the custom-house at such port,
no person shall be required by the Mexican authorities, whether general or state, to pay any tax, duty,
or contribution upon any such exportation, or in any manner to account for the same to the said author-
ities.

ARTICLE XX -
Through consideration for the interests of commerce generally, it is

agreed, that if less than sixty days should elapse between the date of the :
signature of this treaty and the restoration of the custom houses, of cderted
conformably with the stipulation in the third article, in such case all i ae el lear

ARTICLE XXII

If (which is not to be expected, and which God forbid) war should unhappily break out between the two
republics, they do now, with a view to such calamity, solemnly pledge themselves to each other and to the
world to observe the following rules; absolutely where the nature of the subject permits, and as closely as
possible in all cases where such absolute observance shall be impossible:

(1) The merchants of either republic then residing in the other shall be allowed to remain twelve months
(for those dwelling in the interior), and six months (for those dwelling at the seaports) to collect their debts
and settle their affairs; during which periods they shall enjoy the same protection, and be on the same
footing, in all respects, as the citizens or subjects of the most friendly nations; and, at the expiration
thereof, or at any time before, they shall have full liberty to depart, carrying off all their effects without
molestation or hindrance, conforming therein to the same laws which the citizens or subjects of the most
friendly nations are required to conform to. Upon the entrance of the armies of either nation into the
territories of the other, women and children, ecclesiastics, scholars of every faculty, cultivators of the earth,
merchants, artisans, manufacturers. and fishermen, unarmed and inhabiting unfortified towns, villages, or
places. and in general all persons whose occupations are for the common subsistence and benefit of
mankind, shall be allowed to continue their respective employments, unmolested in their persons. Nor
shall their houses or goods be burnt or otherwise destroyed, nor their cattle taken, nor their fields wasted.
by the armed force into whose power, by the events of war, they may happen to fall; but if the necessity
arise to take anything from them for the use of such armed force, the same shall be paid for at an equitable
price. All churches, hospitals, schools, colleges, libraries, and other establishments for charitable and

beneficent purposes. shall be respected. and all persons connected with the same protected in the discharge
of their duties, and the pursuit of their vocations.

(2) In order that the fate of prisoners of war may be alleviated all such practices as those of sending them
into distant, inclement or unwholesome districts, or crowding them into close and noxious places, shall be
studiously avoided. They shall not be confined in dungeons. prison ships, or prisons; nor be put in irons,
or bound or otherwise restrained in the use of their limbs. The officers shall enjoy liberty on their paroles,
within convenient districts, and have comfortable quarters; and the common soldiers shall be dispose( in
cantonments, open and extensive enough for air and exercise and lodged in barracks as roomy and good as
are provided by the party in whose power they are for its own troops. But if any office shall break his parole
by leaving the district so assigned him, o any other prisoner shall escape from the limits of his cantonment
after they shall have been designated to him, such individual. officer, or other prisoner, shall forfeit so
much of the benefit of this article as provides for his liberty on parole or in cantonment. And if any officer
so breaking his parole or any common soldier so escaping from the limits assigned him, shall afterwards
be found in arms previously to his being regularly exchanged, the person so offending shall be dealt with
according to the established laws of war. The officers shall be daily furnished, by the party in whose power
they are, with as many rations, and of the same articles, as are allowed either in kind or by commutation,
to officers of equal rank in its own army; and all others shall be daily furnished with such ration as is
allowed to a common soldier in its own service; the value of all which supplies shall, at the close of the
war, or at periods to be agreed upon between the respective commanders, be paid by the other party, on a
mutual adjustment of accounts for the subsistence of prisoners; and such accounts shall not be mingled
with or set off against any others, nor the balance due on them withheld, as a compensation or reprisal for
any cause whatever, real or pretended Each party shall be allowed to keep a commissary of prisoners,
appointed by itself, with every cantonment of prisoners, in possession of the other; which commissary
shall see the prisoners as often a he pleases; shall be allowed to receive, exempt from all duties a taxes, and
to distribute, whatever comforts may be sent to them by their friends; and shall be free to transmit his
reports in open letters to the party by whom he is employed. And it is declared that neither the pretense that
war dissolves all treaties, nor any other whatever, shall be considered as annulling or suspending the
solemn covenant contained in this article. On the contrary, the state of war is precisely that for which it is
provided; and, during which, its stipulations are to be as sacredly observed as the most acknowledged
obligations under the law of nature or nations.

ARTICLE XXIII

This treaty shall be ratified by the President of the United States of America, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate thereof; and by the President of the Mexican Republic, with the previous approbation
of its general Congress: and the ratifications shall be exchanged in the City of Washington, or at the seat
of Government of Mexico, in four months from the date of the signature hereof, or sooner if practicable.
In faith whereof we, the respective Plenipotentiaries, have signed this treaty of peace, friendship, limits,
and settlement, and have hereunto affixed our seals respectively. Done in quintuplicate, at the city of
Guadalupe Hidalgo, on the second day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and forty-eight.

N. P. TRIST

LUIS P. CUEVAS
BERNARDO COUTO
MIGL. ATRISTAIN
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tation of any stipulation in this treaty, or with respect to any other partic-
ular concerning the political or commercial relations of the two nations,
the said Governments, in the name of those nations, do promise to each
other that they will endeavor, in the most sincere and earnest manner, to
settle the differences so arising, and to preserve the state of peace and =
friendship in which the two countries are now placing themselves, using,

{or this end, mutual representations and pacific negotiations. And it, by

these means, they should not be enabled to come to an agreement, a

resort shall not, on this account, be had to reprisals, aggression, or hostil-

ity of any kind, by the one republic against the other, until the Govern-

ment of that which deems itself aggrieved shall have maturely consid-

ered, in the spirit of peace and good neighborship, whether it would not

be better that such difference should be settled by the arbitration of
commissioners appointed on each side, or by that of a friendly nation.

And should such course be proposed by either party, it shall be acceded

to by the other, unless deemed by it altogether incompatible with the

nature of the difference, or the circumstances of the case.
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Enabling Act ENABLING ACT, July 16, 1894.

AN ACT to enable the People of Utah to form a Constitution and State
Government, and to be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with
the original States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the inhabitants of all that
part of the area of the United States now constituting the Territory of

Utah, as at present described, may become the State of Utah, as herein-
after provided.

SEC. 2. That all male citizens of the United States over the age of twen-
ty-one years who have resided in said Territory for one year next prior to
such election are hereby authorized to vote for and choose delegates to form
a Convention in said Territory. Such delegates shall possess the qualifica-
tions of such electors; and the aforesaid Convention shall consist of one
hundred and seven delegates, apportioned among the several counties within
the limits of the proposed State as follows: Beaver County, two delegates;
Box Elder County, four delegates; Cache County, eight delegates; Davis
County, three delegates; Emery County, three delegates; Garfield County,
one delegate; Grand County, one delegate; Iron County, one delegate; Juab
County, three delegates; Kane County, one delegate; Millard County, two
delegates; Morgan County, one delegate; Piute County, one delegate; Rich
County, one delegate; Salt Lake County, twenty-nine delegates, thus appor-
tioned, to-wit: Salt Lake City, First Precinct, four delegates; Second
Precinct, six delegates; Third Precinct, five delegates; Fourth Precinct, three
delegates; Fifth Precinct, three delegates; all other precincts in said county
outside of Salt Lake City, eight delegates; San Juan County, one delegate;
San Pete County, seven delegates; Sevier County, three delegates; Summit
County, four delegates; Tooele County, two delegates; Uintah County, one
delegate; Utah County, twelve delegates; Wasatch County, two delegates;
Washington County, two delegates; Wayne County, one delegate; and Weber
County, eleven delegates; and the Governor of said Territory shall, on the
first day of August, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, issue a proclamation
ordering an election of the delegates aforesaid in said Territory, to be held on
the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November following. The board
of commissioners known as the Utah Commission is hereby authorized and
required to cause a new and complete registration of voters of said Territory
to be made under the provisions of the laws of the United States and said
Territory, except that the oath required for registration under said laws shall
be so modified as to test the qualifications of the electors as prescribed in this
act, such new registration to be made as nearly conformable with the provi-
sions of such laws as may be; and such election for delegates shall be
conducted, the returns made, the result ascertained, and the certificate of
persons elected to such Convention issued in the same manner as is
prescribed by the laws of said Territory regulating elections therein of mem-
bers of the Legislature. Persons possessing the qualifications entitling them
to vote for delegates under this act shall be entitled to vote on the ratification
or rejection of the Constitution, under such rules or regulations as said Con-
vention may prescribe, not in conflict with this act.

SEC. 3. That the delegates to the Convention thus elected shall meet at the
seat of government of said Territory on the first Monday in March, eighteen
hundred and ninety-five, and, after organization, shall declare on behalf of
the people of said proposed State that they adopt the Constitution of the
United States, whereupon the said Convention shall be, and is hereby, autho-
rized to form a Constitution and State government for said proposed State.

The Constitution shall be republican in form, and make no distinction in
civil or political rights on account of race or color, except as to Indians not
taxed, and not to be repugnant to the Constitution of the United States and
the principles of the Declaration of Independence. And said Convention
shall provide by ordinance irrevocable without the consent of the United
States and the people of said State--

First. That perfect toleration of religious sentiment shall be secured, and that
no inhabitant of said State shall ever be molested in person or property on
account of his or her mode of religious worship; Provided, That polygamous
or plural marriages are forever prohibited.

Second. That the people inhabiting said proposed State do agree and declare
that they forever disclaim all right and title to the unappropriated public
lands lying within the boundaries thereof; and to all lands lying within said
limits owned or held by any Indian or Indian tribes; and that until the title
thereto shall have been extinguished by the United States, the same shall be
and remain subject to the disposition of the United States, and said Indian
lands shall remain under the absolute jurisdiction and control of the Con-
gress of the United States; that the lands belonging to citizens of the United

States residing without the said State shall never be taxed at a higher rate
than the lands belonging to residents thereof; that no taxes shall be imposed
by the State on lands or property therein belonging to or which may hereaf-
ter be purchased by the United States or reserved for its use; but nothing
herein, or in the ordinance herein provided for, shall preclude the said State
from taxing, as other lands are taxed, any lands owned or held by any
Indian who has severed his tribal relations and has obtained from the
United States or from any person a title thereto by patent or other grant,
save and except such lands as have been or may be granted to any Indian or
Indians under any act of Congress containing a provision exempting the
lands thus granted from taxation; but said ordinance shall provide that all
such lands shall be exempt from taxation by said State so long and to such
extent as such act of Congress may prescribe.

Third. That the debts and liabilities of said Territory, under authority of the
Legislative Assembly thereof, shall be assumed and paid by said State.

Fourth. That provision shall be made for the establishment and mainte-
nance of a system of public schools, which shall be open to all the children
of said State and free from sectarian control.

SEC. 4. That in case a Constitution and State government shall be formed
in compliance with the provisions of this act, the Convention forming the
same shall provide by ordinance for submitting said Constitution to the
people of said State for its ratification or rejection, at an election to be held
on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, eighteen hundred
and ninety-five, at which election the qualified voters of said proposed
State shall vote directly for or against the proposed Constitution, and for or
against any provisions separately submitted. The return of said election
shall be made to the said Utah Commission, who shall cause the same to be
canvassed, and if a majority of the votes cast on that question shall be for
the Constitution, shall certify the result to the President of the United
States, together with a statement of the votes cast thereon, and upon sepa-
rate articles or propositions, and a copy of said Constitution, articles, prop-
ositions, and ordinances. And if the Constitution and government of said
proposed State are republican in form, and if all the provisions of this act
have been complied with in the formation thereof, it shall be the duty of the
President of the United States to issue his proclamation announcing the
result of said election, and thereupon the proposed State of Utah shall be
deemed admitted by Congress into the Union, under and by virtue of this
act, on an equal footing with the original States, from and after the date of
said proclamation.

SEC. 5. That until the next general census, or until otherwise provided by
law, said State shall be entitled to one Representative in the House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States, which Representative in the Fifty-fourth
Congress, together with the Governor and other officers provided for in
said Constitution, may be elected on the same day of the election for the
adoption of the Constitution; and until said State officers are elected and
qualified under the provisions of the Constitution, and the State is admitted
into the Union, the Territorial officers shall continue to discharge the duties
of the respective offices in said Territory.

SEC. 6. That upon the admission of said State into the Union, sections
numbered two, sixteen, thirty-two, and thirty-six in every township of said
proposed State, and where such sections, or any parts thereof, have been
sold or otherwise disposed of by or under the authority of any act of Con-
gress, other lands equivalent thereto, in legal subdivisions of not less than
one quarter section, and as contiguous as may be to the section in lieu of
which the same is taken, are hereby granted to said State for the support of
common schools, such indemnity lands to be selected within said State in
such manner as the Legislature may provide, with the approval of the
secretary of the interior; provided, that the second, sixteenth, thirty-second,
and thirty-sixth sections embraced in permanent reservations for national
purposes shall not, at any time, be subject to the grants nor to the indemnity
provisions of this act, nor shall any lands embraced in Indian, military, or
other reservations of any character be subject to the grants or to the indem-

nity provisions of this act until the reservation shall have been extinguished
and such lands be restored to and become a part of the public domain.

SEC. 7. That upon the admission of said State into the Union, in accor-
dance with the provisions of this act, one hundred sections of the unappro-
priated lands within said State to be selected and located in legal subdivi-
sions, as provided in section six of this act, shall be, and are hereby, granted
to said State for the purpose of erecting public buildings at the capital of
said State, when permanently located, for legislative, executive, and judi-
cial purposes.




SEC. 8. That lands to the extent of two townships in quantity, authorized by
the third section of the act of February twenty-one, eighteen hundred and
fifty-five, to be reserved for the establishment of the University of Utah, are
hereby granted to the State of Utah for university purposes, to be held and
used in accordance with the provisions of this section; and any portions of
said lands that may not have been selected by said Territory may be selected
by said State. That in addition to the above, one hundred and ten thousand
acres of land, to be selected and located as provided in the foregoing section
of this act, and including all saline lands in said State, are hereby granted to
said State, for the use of said university, and two hundred thousand acres for
the use of an agricultural college therein. That the proceeds of the sale of
said lands, or any portion thereof, shall constitute permanent funds, to be
safely invested and held by said State, and the income thereof to be used

exclusively for the purposes of such university and agricultural college,
respectively.

SEC. 9. That five per centum of the proceeds of the sales of public lands
lying within said State, which shall be sold by the United States subsequent
to the admission of said State into the Union, after deducting all the expens-
es incident to the same, shall be paid to the said State, to be used as a perma-
nent fund, the interest of which only shall be expended for the support of the
common schools within said State.

SEC. 10. That the proceeds of lands herein granted for educational purposes,
except as hereinafter otherwise provided, shall constitute a permanent
school fund, the interest of which only shall be expended for the support of
said schools, and such land shall not be subject to pre-emption, homestead
entry, or any other entry under the land laws of the United States, whether
surveyed or unsurveyed, but shall be surveyed for school purposes only.

SEC. 11. The schools, colleges, and university provided for in this act shall
forever remain under the exclusive control of said State, and no part of the
proceeds arising from the sale or disposal of any lands herein granted for
educational purposes, or of the income thereof, shall be used for the support
of any sectarian or denominational school, college, or university.

SEC. 12. That in lieu of the grant of land for purposes of internal improve-
ment made to new states by the eighth section of the act of September fourth,
eighteen hundred and forty-one, which section is hereby repealed as to said
State, and in lieu of any claim or demand by the State of Utah under the act
of September twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred and fifty, and section twen-
ty-four hundred and seventy-nine of the Revised Statutes, making a grant of
swamp and overflowed lands to certain states, which grant, it is hereby
declared, is not extended to said State of Utah, the following grants of land
are hereby made to said State, for the purposes indicated, namely:

For the establishment of permanent water reservoirs for irrigating purposes,
five hundred thousand acres; for the establishment and maintenance of an
insane asylum, one hundred thousand acres; for the establishment and main-
tenance of a school of mines in connection with the university, one hundred
thousand acres: for the establishment and maintenance of a deaf and dumb
asylum, one hundred thousand acres; for the establishment and maintenance
of a reform school, one hundred thousand acres; for establishment and main-
tenance of State normal schools, one hundred thousand acres: for the estab-
lishment and maintenance of an institution for the blind, one hundred thou-
sand acres: for a miners' hospital for disabled miners, fifty thousand acres.
The United States penitentiary near Salt Lake City and all lands and appurte-
nances connected therewith and set apart and reserved therefor are hereby
granted to the State of Utah.

The said State of Utah shall not be entitled to any further or other grants of
land for any purpose than as expressly provided in this act; and the lands
granted by this section shall be held, appropriated, and disposed of exclu-
sively for the purposes herein mentioned, in such manner as the Legislature
of the State may provide.

SEC. 13. That all land granted in quantity or as indemnity by this act shall
be selected, under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, from the
unappropriated public lands of the United States within the limits of the said
State of Utah.

SEC. 14. That the State of Utah shall constitute one judicial district, which
shall be called the district of Utah, and the circuit and district courts thereof
shall be held at the capital of this State for the time being. The judge of said
district shall receive a yearly salary of five thousand dollars, payable month-
ly, and shall reside in his district. There shall be appointed clerks of said
courts. who shall keep their offices at the capital of said State. There shall be
appointed for said district one district judge, one United States attorney, and
one United States marshal. The regular terms of said courts shall be held at
the place aforesaid on the first Monday in April and the first Monday in

November of each year. For judicial purposes, the district of Utah shall be
attached to the eighth judicial circuit, and only one grand jury and one petit
jury shall be summoned in both of said courts.

SEC. 15. That the circuit and district courts for the district of Utah and the
Judges thereof, respectively, shall possess the same powers and jurisdiction
and perform the same duties possessed and required to be performed by the

other circuit and district courts and judges of the United States, and shall be
governed by the same laws and regulations.

SEC. 16. That the marshal, district attorney, and clerks of the circuit and
district courts of the said district of Utah, and all other officers and other
persons performing duty in the administration of justice therein, shall
severally possess the powers and perform the duties lawfully possessed and
required to be performed by similar officers in other districts of the United
States, and shall, for the services they may perform, receive the same fees

and compensation allowed by law to other similar officers and persons
performing similar duties.

SEC. 17. That the Convention herein provided for shall have the power to
provide, by ordinance, for the transfer of actions, cases, proceedings, and
matters pending in the supreme or district courts of the Territory of Utah at
the time of the admission of the said State into the Union, to such courts as
shall be established under the Constitution to be thus formed, or to the
circuit or district court of the United States for the district of Utah: and no
indictment, action, or proceeding shall abate by reason of any change in the
courts, but shall be proceeded with in the State or United States courts
according to the laws thereof, respectively. That all cases of appeal or writ
of error heretofore prosecuted and now pending in the Supreme Court of
the United States upon any record from the supreme court of said Territory,
or that may hereafter lawfully be prosecuted upon any record from said
court, may be heard and determined by said Supreme Court of the United
States; and the mandate of execution or of further proceedings shall be
directed by the Supreme Court of the United States to the circuit or district
court hereby established within the said State from or to the supreme court
of such State, as the nature of the case may require. And the circuit, district,
and state courts herein names shall, respectively, be the successors of the
supreme court of the Territory as to all such cases arising within the limits
embraced within the jurisdiction of such courts, respectively, with full
power to proceed with the same, and award mesne or final process therein;
and that from all judgments and decrees of the supreme court of the Territo-
ry, mentioned in this act, in any case arising within the limits of the
proposed State prior to admission, the parties to such judgment shall have
the same right to prosecute appeals and writs of error to the Supreme Court
of the United States as they shall have had by the law prior to the admission
of said State into the Union.

SEC. 18. That the sum of thirty thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may
be necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any money in the treasury not
otherwise appropriated to said Territory for defraying the expenses of said
Convention and for the payment of the members thereof, under the same
rules and regulations and at the same rates as are now provided by law for
the payment of the Territorial Legislature.

SEC. 19. That the Constitutional Convention may, by ordinance, provide
for the election of officers for a full State government, including members
of the Legislature and Representative in the fifty-fourth Congress, at the
time for the election for the ratification or rejection of the Constitution; but
the said State government shall remain in abeyance until the State shall be
admitted into the Union as provided by this act. In case the Constitution of
said State shall be ratified by the people, but not otherwise, the Legislature
thereof may assemble, organize, and elect two Senators of the United States
in the manner now prescribed by the laws of the United States; and the
Governor and Secretary of State of the proposed State shall certify the elec-
tion of the Senators and Representative in the manner required by law, and
when such State is admitted into the Union, as provided in this act, the
Senators and Representatives shall be entitled to be admitted to seats in
Congress, and to all rights and privileges of Senators and Representatives
of other states in the Congress of the United States: and the State govern-
ment formed in pursuance of said Constitution, as provided by the Consti-
tutional Convention, shall proceed to exercise all the functions of State
officers: and all laws in force made by said Territory at the time of its
admission into the Union shall be in force in said State, except as modified
or changed by this act or by the Constitution of the State; and the laws of
the United States shall have the same force and effect within the said State
as elsewhere within the United States.

SEC. 20. That all acts or parts of acts in conflict with the provisions of this
act, whether passed by the Legislature of said Territory or by Congress, are
hereby repealed.
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Free Land Holder Committee

Located in tha NE 1/4 of NE 1/4, Section 26,
Township 19 South, Range 19 West, of the SLB&M
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

AMBASSADOR PROCLAMATION

To all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting:

PROCLAMATION - 001

Under Law and exclusive equity, | come In peace with honor and good faith, and with the
authority granted to me unanimously by the Free Land Holders of the Free Land Holder
Committee, regarding certain land granted to The United States of America republic

|see attached deeds). It is hereby Proclaimed that no existing easements, pre-existing
mining claims, rights of way, walking paths, bicycle and horse trails, snow mobile trails,
waterways, ditches, ditch water easements, ponds or any other surface water rights, shall
be blocked, disabled, or otherwise obstructed by any Free Land Holder under the FLHC

Further, it Is Proclalmed that any existing cattle grazing rights under "A.U.M “ leases or
agreements issued prior to any claims by the Free Land Holders of the Free Land Holder
Committee shall be honored until expiration of the annual year of 2024, Also, all Free Land
Holder Committee fencing shall include ample openings for grazing cattle and shall not
prohibit the grazing cattle to ingress or egress from Free Land Holder land claims of republic
lands.

For any questions, comments or requests for correspondence, please contact the Free
Land Holders Committee with the contact information below.

With Gratitude and Respect For All,

[5 bricke Leroy PIFK’]"I [0-9-202Y
Patrick-Leroy:Pipkin Date
FLHC Ambassador
435-233-8549
Ambassador@F LHC life

Frew Land Holder Coemrmditee /) 4352108543 1/ 0V 12488 /) 41587 QXE) 17 Fu={gfih Ble




Free Land Holder Committee

Located in the NE 1/4 of NE 1/4, Section 26,
Township 19 South, Range 19 West, of the SLB&M
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

NOTICE OF CLAIM

To all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting:

Claim of Lands on The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and The United States of
America Republic

Under Treaty Law, Patent Law, and exclusive equity, the FLHC comes unanimously as habitant
in peace with honor and in good faith under the authority granted by the laws of nature and
nature’s God (Creator) and hereby gives actual Notice of Claim to the following lands of The
United States of America Republic

The East half of Section 21, The Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter and the West
half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 22, The Southwest Quarter of the Northwest
Quarter and the Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter cf Section 23, The West hall
of the Northwest Quarter and the Northwest quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section
27 the East half. The North half of the Northwest Quarter, the Southeast Quarter of the
Northwest Quarter. the North half of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter,
Section 28: the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter, the North half of the Southeast
Quarter of the Northeast Quarter, the West half of the Northwest Quarter, the Northeast
Quarter of the Southwest Quarter, the South half of the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast
Quarter, the Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter, Section 29, the Southeast Quarter
of the Northeast Quarter, the West Half of the Southeast Quarter of Sechon 30 allin
Township 37 North, Range 13 West, NMPM

This claim does not supersede FLHC Proclamation 001 regarding the respect of pre-existing
easements

To all those with an equal, previous or superior claim please reply to the below contact
information by December 15, 2024 or be it this claim has been resolved forever

With Gratitude and Respect For All

?crh- SLeroys ﬂpff n__[0-/2 2024

Patrick-Leroy:Pipkin Date

Ambassador for the FLHC @Jﬂﬂﬁﬁ%
Ambassador@flhc.com & Lz

4 -.
435-233-8549 B
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Free Land Holder Committee  // flhc@fihclife






