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~wtr of removaf to be in the President. ..fhe 
Clause .ellaeted, -ihat there_ shnotd be a chief 
elerlt;to be a~nted by the Ser,retary uf Fo­
N<JCft Affair'&;~ and employed as he thought pro­
per; and :woo~ in case of vacancy, shall liave 
the and -tustody of all records, books. 
aftd papers apf)ertaining to- the tleparl nu~nt: and 
the amendment proposed that the cbief clerk, 
.,, wbeueve1· the said principal officer shall be 
•~moved frotn office by the President of the 
United S fates, or in any other case of vacan­
cy/' !ball, during such~ vacancy, have the 
charge and custody of all records, books, and 
pilpers appertaining to the departrnent. 

Mr. BENSON declared, ir he succeeded in this 
amendment, he would n1ove to strike out the 
words in the first clause!~ ,. to be removable by 
the President!" \l'hicn appeared sotnewhat Jike 
a granf., _Now, the mode he took \vould evade 
that point, and establish a l~gislative construc­
tion of the constitution. He also hoped his 
a~endPlent would succ~ed i~ ,,reconcihn~ b~th 
stde~ ~the House to the ~Jeclslon, and qutehn,g 
the minds of gentlemen. 

Mr._ PAGB expressed a desire of calling 1he 
yeas and nays on the fJuestion \Vhich had so 
·long agitated then1. He \Vas apprehensive that, 
by shifting the ground in the nutnner now pro­
posed, the journal would not declare truly the 
question which had been su long contested. 

Mr .. LAwRENCE vie\\~ed the ctause as a legis­
lative declaration; for which reason he should 
be well sati~fied with it as it stood. He should 
be glad to tneet gentletnen on grnund of accom­
modation; aut he did not think it likely to be 
eft"ected by the pruposed alteration. 

Mr. MADISoN admitted the objection made 
by the gentletnan near mnl (1\ir. Bt:NSON) to 
tbe·wor{fs in the bill; they certainly may be 
canstrued t_o imply a legislative grant of the 
power. He wishetl every thin~__like arnbiguity 
expunged, and the sense of lhe House e.!plicitly 
declared, and therefore seconded the motion. 
Gentlemen have all along proc~eded on 1he idea 
that the constitution vests tl:e po'tvel' in the Pre­
sident; and \vhat argtnnents 'vere brought for'­
ward t·especti11g the con,·enience or inconve· 
nience of such a disposition uf the power., 'vere 
intended only to throw light upon what '"~as 
tneant by tht c•nnpilers of the ct;n~titutiou .. 
Now, as the word:; proposed by ~he gentleman 
from New York expr·essed to hi~ 1nind the 
tneaning of the constitution, he should be in fa· 
vnr of the1n, and "·ou ld i\gree to strike out those 
agreed to in con1mittee. 

Mr. SMlTH, of South Cat·olina. I believe 
gentlernen are convinced of the impropriety of 
the clause c.'irJ'ietl in the committee; and though 
they are not willing to relinquish openly their 
principle~, yet they will do it by agreeing to the 
&unend n1ent. "\Viii they pt~etend to carry their 
point by a side blo\v, \\·hen they are tle-t~ated 
by fair at"gu•nent., on due reflection? For- tny 
pnrt. Mr. Speaker., I hold any declaration what­
~oever an infringenu~nt on tht' constitution; but 
at the same time, ir it bt· done, I hold it moa~e 

candid and n1a nly to do i l in direct terms. tb-an 
by an implication like the nne proposed. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. I wish the honorable IDOV~r 
of the atnendment hacl been content with the 
decision of yesterday; l.Jecau~e I apprehend the 
discussion of the question which be has agitated 
M-·ill take up some time7 \Vithout any possible 
advantage. For my part., I do not see the difti­
cul ty \\'hich see1ns to strike his n1ind.. lf I un­
derstand the subject rightly~ there seetn to be 
two opinions dividing the majurity of this 
House. Sotne of these gentletnen aeem to sup­
pose that, by the cnn~titutiun~ and uy inlplica­
tion and certain deduction from the princ!_ples 
of the constitution, the power ~ests in the p,~c ... 
s.ident. Others think that it is a matter of le­
gislative dt\termination, and that tb~y tnust 
give it to the President on the p:inciples of tbe 
constitution.. Nrnv • suppose eithe1· of thne 
seotitnents to be just, there is no impropriety in 
the other's assenting to the mode of expression 
ah·e;tdy adoptP~: yet~ if Hae Jattt;r opini-o!' 
which I state-d ts the true one, theT-e 1s an evi­
dent impropriety in agreeing to thf amendment, 
and it may tenii nlore tn divide than unite lhe 
Huuse. J hope the geutlerrtan ~ill therefore 
l\'ithdra'v his motion. at le~tst until the old ques­
timl nn 5trik ing out be decided. 
~r. BEssoN had no ubj~ctiun lo let hi!'! 

motion lie on the table. But his objection to 
the clause arose front an idea that the power of 
removal by the President hereafter tni~ht ap­
pear to be etercised by virtue of a legislatiYe 
grant onfy .. and consequently be subjected to 
legislative instability; \vhen he \\·as well sntis­
fied in his o\vn tniod, that it was fi1{..11'(1 by a fair 
le~islath·e construction of the conslitutiun. 

.t\J 1·. M .. -t u1so:s withcJ.-ew bi~ second to tbe 
gentlernan's motion ror the resent~ and pro-

tution vestc the pt)\~·er in the President and 
Senate, to try their opinion, uy moYing to add 
after the "·onJs ... to be r~mo,·abl~ by rhe Pre­
~ident /' ''by and with the advice and con~nt 
of the Senate." "I.his mutiun, he thought, 
would gi,,e gentlemen a fair opportunity of try­
ing the question, anu rel!Prding their opinions. 
I·Ie begged gentlen1en in opposition \Vould not 
considel' the motion of the gentletuan from Ne'v 
\'"ork (~Jr .. BEr\so~) as a dere-!iction of the 
princip!e hi thcrto contended for; because it had 
no other effect than var)-iug the declaration 
\vhich the majority \Vere inclined to rnak~; cnn­
~cquently, there \vas no rootu fot· exultation ou 
the part of the minorit.y. 

[Here followed a ~esultury conversation re­
specting the manner in which the qu~stion 
~hould be put; during \vhicb ~Ir. 8F.DGWicK 
said he \vould adn1it Mr. Bt:~so,.'s arneuurnent, 
becau~e it could dong barn•~ beiug only a repe­
tition of the wonts in the nrst clause; but he 
\vould ,..~Qtc again.st strikin~out in the first clau€ie, 
\Vhen that questlun ca.nle befol'e- the House. J 

l"'he question on the amend rnent pt~posed by 
~J, ... BENsoN 'vas tak(ln by fh{~ y.:-as and nays. 
\rbirh are as foUnn~s: 

• 
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\""z.1.s. )lessr~ A.mes~ Baldwin, Benson~ Brown,· no( wisll a Government ener.getic to this degree. 
lhrrkel Carroll, ctymer!t Contee, Fitzsimons, Gilman, ·rhey wish the Government to be as the con&ti­
Goodhue, Griffin, Hartley, BeisteP, i..aw·rence, Lee, tution has find it, and its powers to be exer­
Leonard .. }ladison, !tloore,. Muhlenberg, Scott, "Sedg- cised in the manner it has pointed out; and not 
wick, Sen~y, Sinnicboo, Smith,. of }Ia ryland, .. Syl- to be accamu lated upon the Chief Magistrate, 
'"ester., Thatcher, Tl'umbull:~ Vm1ng.., and lVads- in o ... del"" to make kim like a Sov.ec.eign wbose 
wotrth. 30. yoke they disdained to beat·: 

NAYs- Me~- Cadw~lader, ·coles, Gerry, Grout) 1.-et me remind gentlemen once more of the 
11a.thorn, llu~ttngton, Ltvermore, Matthews, Pa~, situation of this country. 'rhere are thousands 
Parker, Partru~g-~ \an Ite•~sselaer, Sherman., Smltll, of out" fellow-citizens dissatisfied with this fea ... 
<Jf Soutb Caroltna:J Sturg1s, Sumter, Tucker.!' and t of th t"t t• ... Th t bA'-
~Vhite IS.. , U re ~ _cons I U lOu. ete are W~ W _ v~ 

· States wbtch -have n&t adopted our consfitutioD. 
So the amenihncut was -cat1·icd in the aftirma- Can this be the ti1ne to make rour Government 

tive. ~ more odious to show ad~os1tion towanls mo-
Mr. BEssoN now moved to stl'ike out of the narchy? It ~an not be. " · e.patriots of .A.meri­

first clause the words'" to be l'etnovable by the ca wiU ne-ver do aught to drive their counflw" 
President." in to that anat'Chy from which it is but just 

1\tr .. PAGE 'insisted fhat-gentletnell had changed· arising; they will not force the people to be 
:ffteir ground hy the amend1nent which had just loudly clamorous for amendmoots; y.et &ucll i& 
taken place. ·~ w~s now let"t to ~ infet•l·ed the evident t-endency or the present pol~y . 
.ft·ola the cansbtatteR that the Presadeat bad. I earnestly .hope that the words whtch we 
the power of retnoval, without even a legislative have all along co11tended a$,aiost may be strqck 
declaration on that poin~ whiclt tbey had here- oat; for, desirable as this btll i~ I would rather 
-tofore ~ strongly .insisted upon... He would lose it altogether 1han pass it in its present 
~--ubtnit to the majority, how fttr this ..comported for·m. 
''ith their argutnents, and ]eave them to say if Mrr MAt»IS0N. I am ia favor of the · 
they11ad not evacuated untenable ground. for striking out, but not u~n the 'Principles of 

lie did not ,,~ish to say nntcb m~tre on. the' my worthy colleag11e.. I will brieRy state lllf' 
"5ubject, after it had been so well discussed; but, reasoos foc voting in the tr1anner I intend. 
-.cout.u nDt kelp observing; that tu a· wan of com- t Fit·st, altering tlte mode .of ex ression tends to 

tiun from lvhicb it n~ig t be iuter.retl that ther it not an object of legislative discretion; and. 
11owe.r of removal vested in t11e President. All· second, because Ule amentlmen.t alreaO, agreel 
that was expressed in.. the ius(rument itself, re- to fully contains the sense of this House upoa 
lated to removing by im.peacltrBeot.. How far the doctrine of the £onstitution; and therefore 
they were tied down by the lettel." of the eonsti- tbe words are unnecessaty as tbey stand here. 
"tutmn-s he wau~d not positi,eJy say..; but if any I l-viJI not trouble the House with repeating the 
thing ,\·as to be drawft even fron1 analogy, it was reasons why the change of ex~esston is best, 
.iu fa,'"ut· of the President, by and with the ad- as they ar.e welt anderstood.. But gentlemeR 
-vice and ..consent of the Senate. .Besitles, the~ cannot fairly urge agaiDst us a change of ground, 
.exercise 6f such a -pret"'gativ.e b_y a Chief ~1a- beca.use the point we cu11tended for is ful(.y ob­
gistrate is incompatible with the principles of, tained by the amendment. It was tra1y sail 
a free Government. 'I"be gentlemen tell us by the gentleman fcotB New York, (Mr. BEN­
ttltat these are the principles .of th.e .constitution. soN,) that dtese words .carry with them an im­
.I ktHJW not what \vere t1te intentisns of its plication that the Legislature has tbe .)lOWer of 
fl'amers, 'but I see and judge of the work b.y my· granting the pow.ec of removat. 
faculty of understaftding; and nothing appears' It is needless to asiiign my reasons wb 1 

~he po,ver in tl1-e manner gentlemen have said.. power.; they were fulty exp ained befot·e. I 
If n·e \vere framing a constitution, it might be therefo1·e ·shall only say_, if there is a J1tinciple 
i)roper io discuss the propriety of vesting the in our constitution, indeed in an.y free coBStit•­
pawe&w of removal in Ute President; but as we· tion, more saued "ban another., it is t~at · 
are acting tinder one \Vhicb \Ve are sworn to~ separates the legislative., executive, aridjadicial 
3Ufjport., I presume we.are not at liberty to vary po\vers. If there is any point in which these·· 
~t by i1uplication. I observed us a former oc- p~ration of th.e legislative and -ex~cutive powers 
~asiou, t1I:tt in doing this we do what is not only' ought to be maintained with great.el" ,caution_, it 
unnec.essa•·y .. but dangerous.. It will excite rhe is that "·bicJ1 relates to officers and offices. ]'be 
jeatou~ of the people, _•·a1se fresh alanns!l and p()wet·s relative t~ oftic~~, .are ll~rtly legislativ-e 
.create new rlittlors. We -sbaU lose .the -confi- and part1y executtve. I he Legudature creates 
dence of our constituents., \vitbou.t \Vhich no the office, defines the po\vers, lirnits its ~ur.a· 
:Go~ernmeRt .can be well administered. I said tion., and annexes a .compensation. This done, 
ilefiJre, that gentlemen did not considet· tbe ex- the legislative powel' ceases. 'I'hey ought t.e 
tent of their doctt·ine" lvhen they contended so· have nothing to do with desi~nating the tnan to 
str·Gugly for -energy w Governmest... Ener~y. fill the office. That I concetve to be of an ex .. 
jn Gove.-nment may beco1ne a tlcspotisrn. 'I'he ecutive nature. Although it be qualified in the 
~eople ef Alnerica, I 'viii be bold to say, do constitution, I \Vou.ld .not extend or s.b:ain ~hat 

4!J 
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qualification beyond the litnits precisely Hxcd ·pres:; grant of the powei· of _re1nov;d :· but ~trike 
tor it. \Ve ought ahvays to considet· the con- out these word3, nnd there ss no expn'SH grant 
s.tjtution. \Vith an eye to the principles upon in the bill. N(nY if he ·was right in his r.on -· 
which ·j,t was founded .. In this RQi.nt of vi.c,v, :structi.oH, it became necessary f() n~fain the 
\Ve shaH readily conclude that if the Lcgisla- · \Vords; they could do no hat·nl fo1· the reason~ 
ture dett!nnines the powers,. the honor~, and bet(lre n1entioned, nnd they stand very well with 
eJnoluJneuh~ of an office, we should be insecure the :uncnd :nent a.lrendy agrr.r.rJ t.o.. lf ht~ errec} 
if they~ \Vea:e t(:) '~esignatc the officer ~lso. 'rhe in judglnent, no injltry· (~onhl arh?,C fro1n the 
uature of tb.1ngs restrains and confines the legis- ·error~ But if othe1· g(~nt.le1nen en· in their· 
lativc and executive autt1oritics in th1s respect; construction., \Vl' have a ;\'eak, decrepit cx.plana­
and hence it is that i.hc constitution stipulates tion .. \-:vhir.h the Presi(lrnt. rnay not easily undct·~ 
for the independence of each bt~anch of the l1o- ·stand. For if he snpp,lse8 the constitution to·­
-venunent. ·tally silent, he can hal'dly (lnnv authority fnuu 

... 

J..Aet it be understood tl. .. 'lt the J ... C'gislaturc is your Ia\\'; and fH~ will he reduced to the difetn-
to have son1c influence both in appolnt.iug and tnn of acting in the tna.nner rela.(c(l uf the late 
14 emoving officers, and I v~nture to ~ay the pen- (}o,·ernor of ·v·irginia., hy an honorable ~enflc ·· 
ple of .Am.eri.ca will justly feat· a systenl of' si- tn(iH fron1 that. St~1te, (i\lr. \Vul'ri!,) \vhich is !Jy 
necures. \Vhnt ~ccurity ha,·c they that otHces no uH~an.~ to In~ \\~ishctl. 
\Viii not be cn.•atcd to :•ccoann1oda1c f~lvot·ih:l~ or 1\lr. (;11~HR\. \\'aS ~lad to find iJ&e n1ajori(y.· 

. ~ pensioners subservient to thl'il' design~? I BeYer had n .. ~rinquished 1 he ""right o.r t h<! T 4<:'~islatu re t() 
diu concci vc, that so J~u· as the cr,nst i tution ;!:a ,.e ~rant this power. If thPy \You ld go fu rt.hc r'!'> 
one. b1·anc!1 of the I~egislatur~ an agl~ll!:~ in this nnd lca,·c the operation of the r.onstitution. nn­
bustness, 1t \vas, by any n~enns, onP. ol 1ts runs~ iutlnencc(T, they \vonld <to ri~ht; but ccrtaitdy 
meritorious parts; but so f~u· as it hn~ gone, [ it i~ ir.llpropet· for the flou~c to throw Hs \veight 
confess I ·would be ns unwilling to abridgt" the .into 1hc scale \rith 1he }lrcsideut, to conntel:·­
powcr of that body as f"o. ertltu~~c it. But con- ··,let '\Yhat gentlctn..ct~ H1iui\ a constitutional itn­
~itlering,. as I do,. that the con~titution btirly :hecility .. 

, 

.. 

. . 

• • 

• 

. > . . 

.. 
-
. 
' .. . 

.. 

vests tl1c Prc~idPnt 'vith th.c po~'cr .. and that ~~tr. ~foonE expressed his apprf>bation of the: 
tbe anu~nc.laucnt dec.larcs this to he the ~~(·n~c of •notion~ a.fte1· \Vha.t had been carried,. bccau~e · ~.: 
.dte liouse, I ~hall eoncUl' \Vith tiH~ geutlern~n he \Vould not h:.tv~ it {hought that fhc J",.egisla- · :.; 
in opposition ~o f•H· as to sl•·i kc on t th'-~~c \Yonts, tu rc p~.~sess a &'l.e;ht to confer p<nrcrs not vest- .. 
which I no\v look upon to be useless. ed in then1 by the con~titu.tion. 

.. 

• 
.... 

. . . 

. . 

I have a gr(lat respect r~u· the abilities and . ~fr. l.(.t,Vn.J~NCK \Vas ngainst stril<iHg. out th(:1' 
j udgtnent t)f !ny '~ort.hy c~ll~~guell C~-t r. PAGE,) .. \\ionl ~, b~~ra usc he thou~}) t the I ... egis hitu rc luut 
and atn con\'Htcccf..lu~ is Iusptrc·d by tlH~ pun~~t · pnwcl' to <'staulish oflict..•s ou \Vha.t tenns they 
motivr.~ in his op~)O:o\ition to \\!hat he -..:onccives · plca~cd. ·rll(~ f.~on5titution sec need the indepcn­
to be an inlpropea· ln~asurc· but l (HlLlC he \Viii _ th~UCC of the j_udgcs~ uy llHtking their appoint­
not think so strau~e of our tliilerrnce,.if he con- tneut ch1-rin.~ good bt:havior; hut '"~ourd any g<~n.: -.. 
sidc·rs the ~~naH proportion of the llousc which t h.'n1an contend,. that C!on~rcss eoui',} uot nlaf·a~ . .. : 
Ct:)tle::.urs witll hitn with respect to in1peachment this the tt·nurc or oth.cr ofliccs, if they thougf1t. .'. 
being the nnt~ wuy of l'elnovin;~ ollic(•rs. I be· such tenu.re likely to he rnost producti,·e of pub-: .::: 
tieve the opinion is held but. by one gentlctn:tn .lie' goo~f? If t_his was :ufu1.it.tcdJ th(~ Lcgisla.­
hi'Sides h1nlst:~lf. If this srntitncnt \:v~cr·c to oh- · ture ant~ht nb1·rd'~c I he cons(Lf·utlonal po\ver of' 
tain, it vvould give rise (o tnorc ohjcebons tn 1he the Prrsidt~nt rt~spectiug the rcrno\'(tr of su.rtt 
constitution 1han genttenH.~n are a\varc or; nlnt·c ·otliet~rs. ·ro :tl'oid this cln~hing of opiuiou::,.. 
than any othc1· con:-:truction 'vhatever· .. Yet he \Vi~hrd 1hc 'vonfs to. rernain in ttu~ hiU. 

•• < 

• . 
• 

'• 
. . : 

' ' . . . 

• 

'"h.i\~ he professes to be p;r(latly alanned on one ~.Ir. lloul>t.NOT wns ;1gniu~t the cuotiou, bc­
nctount,. he pos~.c:->scs :1 sto.ic apathy \Yith re- ·cnu.~ethc const:itn·tion vested all cxt~cut.i,,e pcn-\'-
spect h~ the other·. . et· in the President. rrhc PO\'f(,~r of tf•~~ignat ing .::; 

1\'lr. S:Rn<n\:It:I' <f1d not rncan to fl'ou!.>Je the au<J n.ppnin.ting oflicers to ~x.ecute the li\\v~, was-. :·: 
!louse \vitb the reasons upon \Vhich his opinion in its nn.ture cxecutiye. ()onsc<lucntly, tht'll: · .j 
\vas .founued. l-lt~ supposed <:!very ~en!lenutu Prcsitlcn.t would ap1'oiut r.x officio,. if ~~e · ha<1 :~ 
h.nfl tnade Ull his n).ind upon full deliberation. not I.lt~cn li.tnite<l by 'the cxpre~s \Vortl:i of the. <~ 
lie had 1nade up an opinion for hhnsclf', and in- con~titutiou. l-Ienee· he inferred·, c.·e officio, he- ) 
tcruled to be guic.led hy this opinion in giving his \Vould ren1nvt', '"ith.ont linlitation; l>ut n::l de- ~~ 
yofc. ·hate had arj~en, nud the q'H:•:;tion bceu scri·- ... i 

1-1 e belie \'Cd t ll en.~ wen~ a thou ~and ci rr u 111- o u ~ l.y agi tnt e<.l, he was cJea r for t a akin~ a I t~;is· -: ·:; 
stances \vhich \\'otlld d(·nwnd a reutovnt front lati,·e declaration, ill on!<.~r to l)rtvent future 
uflice"' of \vhidt 1ht! Pre::-:ideut alone ruu.ld ue iDcurlYClll('llCe. 
the pt~Op\.~1" judgt': therefor<.', the Pres}deul aluue l[c had anotht.r rea~wH. 'l'he nrgtnnents. on 
ou{!.ht to po~~es~ the pO\\rer. l-Ie l:x.ciiJdcd ca~es a sitnifar motiott hrl(t taken u.p four days; they 
of inlpeac.luncnf'; but he thought Jt \.Vas (he d1~;- were ~nrh as convinced n large tn~tjority vf the~ 
crction ot' the I ,e~i ~latu re to aut hori:tJ' d.u~ e\. · J f uusc that the \vonls ot!ght 1 o retuitin iu tlH!: 
erci:-c or if. becatl~~e tlH~Y had ~01Hpl<~te J)O\\.t~l' hilL Nov.-, to ~trike out aftct' !=-)Uth n~aft~re de­
OVCl' the <lura lion uf the oiiice~ thPy rt'l'clled. lihPr:1tion, ar~lu:.d a fi<:-klcne~s \\ hich L.c l1op(:(S 
llenr.c he dcenlcd it IH'Cl'SSary to rnak(! au l'X- r llCY(T to see ancct tbt~~ h~Htorabt.e body. Nu 

' 

•• 
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new a:t:guments have nO'! been urged. rrhe 
forrner ones were conelustve, or they wercr not 
conclusi,·e; if they were conclusive, ~·e did 
right iu keeping in the wol'ds; if they we1·e not 
conclusive, we ough-t to have given then\ up. 
"'Fbey appeared then to be conclusive, and n.p­
pcar stili tu be· so; therefore he \vould vote 
against the tnotion. 

~Ia·. '"rucKEn. I atn embarrassed on tbis 
question, as the yeas and nays are called; be­
eause the vote is taken in such a tnanne1· as 
not to express the ptinciplcs upon which I vote. 

In the Cotnmittee of the whole, I voted for 
sh·iking out the '\\rords that are now propased 
to be struck out; and my reason was., I 'vas 
doubtful whether it was pl'oper to vest on this 
oc-casion the power in the President alone. It 
appears to me, that t .. he power is not nec~s:t .. rily 
vested in the Pre::rdent by the constJtuhon, 
neitl1er in the President and Senate. I find no 
\Vord~ that fix this power precisely in any brancb 
of the Gtnrernment. It must, however., by itn­
plication, be in the Legislature, or it is no where, 
until the constitution is amended. I presume 
the implication is at least equally favorable to 
the Legislature as to any other branch, if it ne­
cessarily belong~ to the Governtnent. I appre­
hend a la'v i9 necessary in evei)' instance to 
detertnine the exercise of the po"·er. In some 
cases., it tnay be proper that the President alone 
should have it. I am not ctear in my o\vn 
n1ind, \\"bal general 111le~ if any, can be estab­
lished on this subject. Perhaps in other cases 
it tnay be lodged with the President and Se­
nate; or it may be given to the heads of depart­
ments. But \Vhosoever is invested with it, 
it must be in con5equenc~ of ala\\'; and the Legis­
lature ha,·e a r·ight to vest it where they please. 
For 1ny part, I am not under those serious ap­
f!!"ehensions which gentletnen have exp:-esset.l. 
I rio not apprehPnd that vesting it in the Pre­
sident, or President and Senate, \viii eftect a 
change of Govern1nent; but at the satne titne, 
I am anxious to preserve a consisteucy,. and 
that th~ business should be settled upon pro~r 
~round. ..._ 

I said I was against the ,,·ords in the cool mit-
tee" beca•1se I doullted if the President \Vas the 
proper per:,on to esercise this authority. 1"he 
atn~ndment adopted this n1orning I likewise 
voted against, because I do not \Vish. that the law 
should i•nply that the power of removing officer:\ 
at pleasure is a constitutional right ,·ested in 
hin1. No,v, I '\vould rathet· a law should pass 
Yesting the p~'«ver in improper hands, than that 
the constitution sbould be 1.vrongiy construed .. 
If we say the PJ'·esident 1nay re1no\·e fro•n of­
fice., it is a grant of po,ver; and we can repeal 
the law, and prevent the abuse of it. But it 
we, by law, ianp!y that it is a constitutionnl ri_ght 
ve~ted in the P•·esident, there \viti be a privi­
lege gained, which the I~Pgislature cannot aftect; 
at feast, the reversion of such a soletnn opinion 
'viii ol""~asion tnuch inc~nvenience .. not to say 
confusion. · 

FtJt• these reason~, I shall now be again~t 

striking out the words~ though I wish -to have 
s~me t!loditlca~ion of them; but tbe last goea­
hon beang carr1ed, has lert me in dou1Jt wliat to 
propose, to be consistent with my opinieas. I 
am precluded from adding, by and with the ad­
vice aull consent of the Senate; and perha_ps it 
\\·outd be out of order to change t11e WOlU re· 
tnove into suspend. -

Mr. HARTLEY was against striking out, 
and so \Vould e\'ery gentleman be, he trustedl 
\Vho \vas not fuiJy convinced that the J}9Wer ot 
removal vested by the constitution is in- the Pre­
sident. He o\vned he had some doubts- on tltat 
head himself; perhaps some others might be in 
the same predtcan•ent; bot he had none \vith 
,-e~pect to the propriety of tlte President's ex­
erci~ing that prerogative, and tberefat"e shoultl 
readily consent to gtant it. 'l''his might be 
done by l"etaining the "lvot·ds, and wilbollt going 
beyond the avo\\·ed li1nits of the legislative au. ... 
tho•·ity. 

Mr·. V I~UNG acquiesced in striking out~ 
because he 'vas &'"ttisfied that tbe constitutipn 
vested the power in the President; and be 
thought it more likely to obtain the acqui .. 
escence of the Seuate on a point uf legislative 
construction on the constitution, than to a po­
sitive •·elinquislnuent of a .. power which tlley 
rnight otherwise think themselves in some de­
~ree entitled to. 

A desultory conversation followed; and the 
question \vas put and decided by the yeas and 
nays, as f~Jlows: 

YEJ.s. Messrs. Ames, Baldwin .. Benson. Brown; 
Burke, Clymer, Coles_, Gerry, Goodhue, Gtiflio, 
Grout, Hathorn, lluntington, Leonard, Livermore, 
~ladison, )'latthews, ltloore, P. Mublentierg_, Page, 
l 1 a1·ker, Partridge-' Van Renc;selaer_, Scott, Sherman, 
Sinnickson, Smitll, (of South CaroliM,) Stu:rgis, 
Sumter, Vining, and \Vhite. 31. · 

NAYs. llessrs. Boudinot, Cadwalader, Carroll.i 
Contee, Fitzsimons, Gilman., Hartley, Heister, Law­
rence, Lee, Scbureman, Sedgwick, Seney, Smith, 
(of }laryland,) Sylvester, ''l'hatcher, .. rrumbull, "l'"uc­
ker, and 'Vadsworth. 19. 

'l'he words being &truck out, the bill was or­
dered to be engrossed, and read_the third time 
to-n1orrow. Adjourned. 

'fuESD.AY, JUNE 23. 

~i r.. II c~""TINGTo N, fro1n the committee a p · 
p~in ted for the purpose, reported a bill to pro­
tnote ihe progress of science and useful arts1 
by securing to au tho1·s and inventors the ex­
clusive right to theh· respective writings and 
discoveries, which passed its first reading. 

DU'riES ON )}!PORTS. 

'rhe ilouse took up fur consideration the Se­
nate's ainendn1ents to the im~st bill, \\"hich the 
House on the 16th instant had refused to con­
cur in, and which a naessage from the Senate 
now informed them they would . not •·ecede 
fl"om. • 

Mr. 'riiATOHER moved to agree to the amend­
tnent of the 8(knate in the enacting style, with 
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all amendment. The House originally sent the ought to be achra1etl... He feared notlting from 
bill-~.up ia this f&ltm, 1 "'Be it enacted by the retaliation; he \\'a~ too confident of sac.:ess. hJ 

- ·of the United States;'' tbe Seaate pro- dread a commercia! wa.r with the nation anwut-
u an amendment 1 ''Be it enacfe(l by the ed to.. It had been demonarrated by his worthy 

a~11N"aoo RepresentatrYes;'' and Mr.1"batc.h- collrague~(Mr. ~1~rHso-s~)and hy a respectable 
el" to add ihe words '"' House of" before commercial (·ha.ntcter and worthy member or 
"Representatives'' observing that the word thi~ }louse fnnn Pennsylvania, (~fr. Vr-rzsi-­
Senate _s~ke of the collective ~y of the Se- . ~IoNs,) that Great Britain. (OOsi~tentty with bet~ 
81tor&yaud tbe word Represeptat1ves alluded to rntere:)t, could not be disposed fo retaliate; and 
the individual n1en•bers of th1s House on1y, and while her intere~r oppMeU retaliation, there was. 
did ROt compreflend tbei1· legislatil·e function. no apprehension nf defeat. Is Virginia CtMta­
f.flrere- ou~ to be an equality in the enacting peUe.-l to reel' de from her con~~ercial warfare? 
atyle.,; therefore the wo1·ds ''House, of" were She has discr\miuatetlin a superior n1anner to 
nues13J7. Tbis motion was a~reed to. wha.t is now pt·oposed; but Brjtaio-t careful of 

The clause discriminating between the dis.. h~r interest, •lues nut choo:-ze to enter the lists 
ti)letl spirits of pations i~ trea_tJ", or otherwise, against her; she i& tenacious of the A1n~rioan 
wu now taken toto _cons1derabon.. . trade, and will be eautions ~hJW she lhl·u,vs it 

Mr.. Lp was t11sposed to agree wtth the from her. I need not ~olt saltl lle, over H.e t)hl 
Se~Nlte oa this article because it woold have argument~. I trust they ate sufficiently tm­
but ]ittle elfect, and tbcrefm·e was~ not worth pressed orr the n1inc.l of e11·ery member, and will 
tbe delay; but he should be immovable with re- detennioe him to adhere to that vote which.,. 

t to the discrin1ination in the article ~f t~n- · I a~ ~Jd to 'Nl1, d~ honor to !he Go\"'~rnment., 
He was far from abaodontng h1s prrn- · and w11l te.-nunate tn protnoung the common 

.. by this conceHsion; it \vas merely the ef- interest and general welfare of our C()Jlstitu-
fect of deference and respect for the Senate, ents.. .f.~itf1er, ~~~·. ~peake•·, let us insi~t upon 
aod a desire to set the Government in motion. our ,Ji!lagreement, or appu\nt a cummitt~ ,,r 

.Mr. PA.oE. Gentlemen on a for1ner occasion conference; but by no nteans r-elinqni~h our on­
called this dis~rimination an empty compliment ject \\·ithout a single new •·eason bein& ofreretl 
to our allies; yet it is that vet·y compliment for to induce us thereto. 
which nations have stickled. It is the prac- Afr .. RouDJ~OT was clearly ft.r hulding up the 
tice of nations to reciprocate ad-vantag.~s to each discrimination in this place as \\"en as the other, 
other's commerce;. and hereby we manifest that thou~h he adraitted we were unuer no obliga­
spirit or attention and generosity which will do tion by tr-eaty to do ei1her.. And are nation9 
honot· to the councils of America. deprived of discretion? Can we ... OtaY.t we, to 

Mr. GEitRY said, there were various opinions do notnir-g uu[es-:; bound thereto by treaty? Cer­
rewecting the. treaties which t~he_ United States taintr it. tn~y '-'!e d~monstrated that the ~coot~t­
bad entere4 into. But at!mt_ttntg theln to .. be ed dtscrimrnafl_on_Js gaJutary to the nauoaal•f!­
~neficiall what ate the pr~nc~ples upon \\~htch terest; hence 1t &i a proper measure for th1s 
they are rormed~ l.!pon prtnctple~ of rectpro- ~ouse to pursue. ~t ~has Le~n hint~~ that trea­
city. What obh~hon are we latd un~er by t1e,_s are_ not bene-ficHtl to the Uu1ted S_tates. 
themr Merely totuHil the part \Ye h~ve _st1pulat- "\""\as ~ln~ the 1an~uage that '\"ene~-able patnots o~ 
ed to perform. Are there otber obhgattons? If .\n1enca held \vhrn they tortned our tt~dty ot 
thereareobligationsofhonorandgenerosi!y,_ \viii) a_U~ancc \Yith th~ French. !'ation~ \\'t~en the7 so­
a. ditrerence. of two cents on a_ gall~n of thstltled hc,tetllhe ath."nhon and tnelld~tl' nt th~ pnnces 
spirits discbar~e thetn?. '\"til tins .be c~nsid: of ~urc!pc in the day of calamity and dan­
ei-ed by our a\hes as_P.,~Yf'!~ a debt ul grahtuder gert . ~al· other \vere our se~Jt~tnent~ the-n. But 
I apPrehend not.. Wtll tt dra\y on a \\·a.r ... as n~\v 1t IS though~ anoth~r oprntun tnay be enter­
it baR been called., of comtuerctal regulations, tatned-a\\·ay '" 1th the ule~1 .. 
with a kingd!ll'D \Vh\ch has much in_ he~ power? . '"freaties. ~lr .. Sp~akcr .. !lo doubt ar~ bel}~fi­
lf it does, Wtll the benefit equal thts dtsa.dvan- Clal, u·hen properly and reciprocally ma(lt"'. f he 
tagc? If it lloes not cotnpensate it, we 8hall V nitetl St,ltc~, tlt'strDus ,.r ~ettling their inter­
be bad politicians to adopt measures injurious course with the Eurupean nations antl tbeir de­
to oul'" common go~l. Coercive roeasu_res ought ~ndru~i~~, '"ish to tneet th~Ol ~n .Hti~ ground. 
not to be pu~ue.tltn preferen~e to l~n\f"nt ones!t _Hence 1l 1s ,,.e prOJ>(J~ a thscruninahon as an 
unless there IS a moral cert~nnty of success by InuucenleHt for tbenl to treat. \\.ithout sonH~· 
the former, anti but a doubtful chance by the thing of this lind.. \\-hat 1en1ptation rutVl' they 
latter. If we should rail in our object. nur in'- to l\st~n to our de;ires? If \Ye tlu nut t_-tnplo-y 
potence will becotne the scotr of the 'vorld, and the Olean~ an t'fficient Go,rerntneot hn~ put into 
out· cotntnerce be tlestroyed. Gent\enu~n ought our hantls for bringing about this wi~ht~d -fol" 
to be well assureu that they \Vill not be con1pell- eYcnt, it i~ to he .fl'arcd our supin~nt)3s ·will 
ed to. recede wi U1 disgrace fronl a syst~nl of ~ever p~r1ui t_ us tu take that ~tal ion run on; na · 
this k1nd, before they venture to adopt H. I tlons, fo•· "'hH~h God and nature have tlest11netl 
have no conviction of this nature; anti tht!rt:- us. ·rhi~ nuun~nt is the happy one by w1;ieh 
fore I am willing to sta~ike ouL the clause. the worhl nuty be taught utu~ ~tmractet·: much 

Mr.. PAGE declared treaties to be benefi- d(Apent.ls on fit-st iutpt-essiur~s... \Ve hav~ littlt"­
cial, and gratilnde a principlP by \vhieh nations to f(.ar ft·c1tn a natiou \Vltich knuws tit~ valn-'l of 
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our ft'iendship, but ·which our imbecility has en­
couraued ~o take an advanta~e of us. She can 
neverb; dtsgusted at ~ur pohcr; she ha~ shown 
us au exatnple. But tf she even were displeas­
ed, she is not in a situation to enter into a com­
tnercial warfare.. \T et it by no means follo\vs~ 
because we take measures to regulate our 
comtnerce.., that Britain 1uust atte1npt to fetter 
our intercourse with her. She has it in her 
power to becou1e a favored nation at the Iuo­
Jnent she deigns to enter into treaty ,vith u~­
,\.hat can she require tnore? 'Vhat more can 
be granted to her? So tar, Mr. Speaker, will 
this measure be from promoting a con1mercia.l 
\\·ar, that I apprehend 1t \Viii be productive of 
happy cotnmercial alliances; therefore I hope 
this House will have firmness enough to per­
sist in their vote of discrimination. 

1\-ir. BENSoN. The more he reflected, the 
more he was con"Vincell that the Fol'mer decision 
of the House was un\vise. He had heard no 
advocate for this measut·e, except within these 
\valls; from which he inferred that it \Vas not a 
favorite measure with the people of A~rica. 
He thought \ve \Yere in possession of as rnany 
advantages in our intercourse \vi!h natinus be­
tween ll'-bich and the United States no comtner­
cial treaty subsisted, as \Ve were \vith those na­
tions with 'vhich Congress had formed treaties. 
Fro111 this consideration, and because he appre­
hende 1 consequences inimical to the interests 
of the Union, he hoped the House would aga·ee 
with the Senate in their amendment. 

~fr. MADISoN had spok~n so n1uch on formet· 
occasions on this subject, that he had little 
more to say. He presumed that it had been 
fully proved that the voice of An1erica was in 
favor of the motion6 He had been informed 
that the Senate did not diifer with the House in 
the principle that uiscrjminatioll \VaS pt~oper, 
but they contemplated a detached and pointed 
la\v on ~his subject. Perhaps theit· method 
n1ight be eligible, but he \vas not inclined to 
risk a ce1 tainty for an uncertainty. Their mea­
sures n1ight not be proposed th1s session" or, if 
pt~oposed, n1igh' not be acted upon; but, if they 
could, then this part of the impost law n1ight be 
repealed. He \vas clearly fot· adhering to the 
u isagree men t. 

Mr .. 'BEssos thought the voice of the LT niun 
'vas against the measure; he formed this opinion 
ft·om such materials as came to his hands. But 
\Vai v1ng that point, he conceived the n1easu re 
in1politlc, and that \Vas sufficient to induce hitn 
to vote against it; and since he found the Senate 
of the satne opinion with himselt~ he had no 
hesitation to declare against it. 

~lr. SEnGw~IcK said the public opinion was 
too uncertain a ground to decide the present 
question upon; it n1ight be one thin~ in ~tassa­
chusetts, another in Ne\v York, and a difierent 
one in ' '""irginia. 'rhe p1·inciple of gratitude 
tnight also be left out of the que~tion. It then 
\vould stand upon it~ tt·ue bottom - is the Olea­
sure, just in itself, and conducive to the intel'est 
•.>t thi~ conn try? Is it justice to give up part of 

~ 

our r~venue, w~en we have u~ceasing _demands 
upon 1t? Cerla111ly not.. Is tt our interest to 
lessen the duty on distilled spirits? Certainly 
we lose revenue by it, which we are not in a e~ 
pacity to do. From these two considerations 
he would vote in favor of the Senate's amend­
ment. 

Mr. AMES called upon gentlemen to recoUect 
the situation of the United States and the ur­
gent necessity there wa! for pas~ing the l'eve· 
nue la\\·s. He submitted to the House how 
much better it would be to let this subject be 
taken up distinctly, than make it a reason for 
delaying the great business they were sent here 
to con1plete. He was, however, strongly op· 
posed to being led by the principle of gratttude 
tn ~natter,s relati,·e to the public weal. 'fhe obli. 
gahon of a treaty never required more than 
what its tertns stipulated for; therefore, in mat­
ters of colnmerce and ma.tters of revenue, in· 
terest ought to be the pt~edonlinating principle. 

M~·.. MADisoN_ thoug~lt th!s bill would gain 
noih1ng by au 1m1nec.hate passag~, because it 
could not opet·ate until the collection bill was 
passed, and that would certainly, by the speci­
men the House had had of it, take some time. 
He would not agree to relinquish the present 
discrimination in hopes of obtaining a fature 
one; and he contended that a discri1ninatioo 
was warranted upon the predominating ptinci­
ple alluded to by the gentleman last up; but he 
would agt ee to appoint a Committee of Confer­
ence on this clause, in h.opes a compromise might 
take place. 

~1r. WAnswoRTH opposed the discrimination 
as ineffectual, and not because it was on unjust 
prinei ple8. He knew one or two things in the 
power of Congres9, which would compel Great 
Britain to treat with us on terms of reciprocity. 
If gentlemen were disposed to put~sue these, he 
would join then1 with all his heart, but any 
thing ~hart of it 'viii only irl"itate, and not pro­
duce any real national advantage whatever. 
His firs t object \vould be to interdict the trade 
which supplied the British dependencies with 
the necessaries of life. lie was bold to say 
that Nova Scotia, the settlement founded by 
Britain to rival the United States, · could not 
exist without such aid; her West India settle­
nlents \vould also feel the \vant of our com­
tnerce; the 'vhole body of her colonies would be 
clamorous to regain the advantages thus sus­
pendetl, and co1npel the mother countl-y to 
adopt measures for their and our mutual conve­
nience and interest; this he apprehended would 
be good policy, and perfectly wat-rantable. But 
a trifling discrimination tnay lose us the atlvan­
ta~es '"e no\v have in Br·itish ports, without ob· 
tatning a cotnpensation in exchange; for of 
whom are \Veto expect a compensation? Not of 
Britain, unless she is compelled; not of France, 
fot· the inducetnent is too trifling. I a1n sorry, 
said he, that I am drawn to n1ake some observa­
tions on national generosity, because they may 
not tend to show that our allies display that vir­
tue towards us in a very con~picuf•u~ manner"l 
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When this and the t~nnage biH_ were first be- ' cycry ~tfcctual measure tor compfllling the na­
fore tbe House,~ the commercial aclvan~ag~s t~ns of .the ~vodc~ to treat with us on the ptin­
granted. the lfntted States by Gn:at Hrttatn c1ples of rec•proctty .. 
w~ potnted oat; they appea•·!!d to exct:ed the . 'fhe que~tion for cottcurring \vifh the Senaft~ 

~ pnvtlfges of ou~ cornmerce ·wJth France_ 10 sub· •n striking out the cti~cr1toinatit)U on distiUed 
~tance, though perhaps the Ja.tter wereJ 1n so1ne spit1;f~ \ra:O; put; upon ·which the 1-lu•.J~e t.hvid(~(l, 
Jns .. t~tices, more ~howy. W1th rcspec_t to ~he a_nd there appea•·ed t\venfy-fi,~e in the affirma­
Brltlsb West Indu~s, \Ve are on a tooh.ng Willt ttve, :-nd t\\'e-nty-seven in the ut-gati,·t; so the 
otber nattons, so- that gentiPmen ought not fo questlllll of concurrence \vas to~t. Adjourned 
complain, as they have done, of our suft~ring · 
an indignity by sub1nittiog to such restrictions. ,, ... f!DNESDAY, June 21. 
But what shall I say with respect to our inter- DEP :\.RT 1F -~r F E 
course with the Fr~.nch island~? Out· tra<.le there £ . 

1 ~~ OF .. OR ·rGX AF~F ... 41RS. 
is exf:!Osed to the tnost exorbitant char~es; our ·rhe cn~ro~secl bill '"'for· establi':.-hin~ an I+:x-
vessels antl stwatnen to indignities ll'hicb I ecutive l)t~par·ttnent~ to bP tfenl)tninatP'I lhe 
wish not to mention. Hut gentlen1en need not Ileparhnent of lt'orcign .Attairs," \\'as reaJ the 
be surprised at this vie,v, when they look around third titne. 
and behold the custom-hou~es we have sufiei"ed ~Jr. St:~!T.KR. 'rhis bi~f appe-ars t~ 1~y n1itnl 
them to e1·ect in An1erica. \Ve cannot vi~it an so subversn e of the conr-tJtuhon, and tn Jts con­
island without a p.tssport fro1n them. 1 \vlll not sequences so de~tr·uctive to the liberties of the 
dwell upon what they exact for this necessary peo le, that I cannot con!>ent to It!t it pas', 
paper; but we admit, by paying it, their authori­
ty in t11is country over our conimel·ce. 1 f this ciple it contains~ do it in thi:;; public IDiUUlea·, 
pieture of our situation be not sufficiently hu- in or·de1· to fulfil n·l1:xt I think to be •ny duty to 
ntiliating, I could color it \\'Jth an enutneration °'Y country' and to di~charge 1ny~lf of any 
of the contumelies aod insults which our people concern in a matter th&:t I do not approve. 
have actually received. I could inJorm this ~:It·. PAGE disco\·er~d the fate of the b1il; he 
honorable bOdy, that our captains, with their kne\"- it rnust pa:;~., but, ne\ crtheless, he \Youftl 
ofticers and seatnen, have been dragged from on decidedly give it his negative., and he hoped 
board their shipg at tnidnight, for the breach of lhe respectable minorily \\ hich he lrat.l the 
laws never promulgated, by tbe caprice or \van- honor of voting tvith hitherto on the question of 
ton cruelty of a petty officer. Our venerable rflmovab;lity, \\Ould unite- "~ith hirn finnly in 
)leads of fan1ilies, our n1ost virtuous citizens, their opp()sition; nnd in order· to record to their 
have been thus, and more, ignominiously treat- constituents the sentirnents they: rnarntainL~1 7 
ed by the subjects of ou1~ great aiJy. Perhaps he. nlo\·eJ to take the q•testion by the yeas and 
we have obtained a promise of better h~eat1nent nays. . . _ 
in future, by making our well-grounded com- (lf!e_-fiflh of the anernbers present JOined in 
plaint; but let me pause a n1001ent, and ask l requ\nng the yeas and nay3; \\·hereupon th~y 
gentlemen whether they kno\v a nation on earth \\·ere taken, anll are, 
whose friendship is worth put~chasinu at such a J YEJis. ')fcssrs. Ames, Denson~ :BoaJinot, Brou.-n, 
price? For n•y part, I kno\v of no;e. Is the l Burke, Cadwal!u]er, Carroll, Clymer, Contee, Jt'itz­
advantage of exporting to the place of consump- ! ::~itnons, Gilman, Goodhue~ Gri~n~ 1-lal'tley, Heister~ 
tion as many hogsheads of tobacco as the Go- / Ilug<:.r,,. L~,,·t·encc, ~Lee, ~~~th~n'" }loore, l~uh~~n­
vernment will adrnit, a compensation? J u my 1 berg,,. Schurem:t~:r :;cott, Sedgw;~~,. Scner~ Stnru•::- k ­
rnind, it is a question \\'hether this arttcle does I son,,.. ~yh,cstc~: 1 ~un~bull, n~d ~ ~n\n~.--29 
not :yield a better retut·n trotn Great Britain N ~ ys. ll~~s~. c~lcs, _ Gcri}' (~r?u.t, ~athu~n~ 
than elsewhere· therefure the trade in it to other llunhngtoo. J.tckson~ Leon~rd, L~' t:l nloz e, )l.lt-

t .. · ' 1 bl h · d l thews, l .. age,. Parker, J.l~ttr•dRC, ' an nensseher-, 
coen ~leS lS not V!l ua e enoug to ~n u~e the r Sherm~n, Stnith, of \l~n:l~ndJ Sntith, of Suuth Caro-
f~-~etnen of A~en.c~ tamE;IY to submtt to Impo-_!11na, Stone

7 
Sturgis, Sunttc.r, ~ ... ha.lcht:r, Tuck~o."'r, 

sltt~ns and Jndtgnth~s whach debase the rank of and ''.rh&te. 22 ... 
an Independent natton. Gen l \etnen 1nay baYe 1"'1 • • • • ~ 
formed high notions of our corntnerce \Vith ti~ the que;hon \vas '~e-tcrnuned 111 the nlh} -
France; but [submit it to the enterprising and 1nal1ve~ anll the clerk _du·ect~d to car1y the hdl 
1nost assiduous of our tnerchants, to those " 'ho to the ~enatc, ant! de~•n~ then· concun cue£'. 

· have had long connexions with that country, DUTIES ON IliPORTS. 
and who have formed their judgn1ents upon the 'fhe llouse now rt-sutned the t~onsitleratinn 
sure ground of experience, to &"\y if the ~"rench of the 1nessage frotn 'he Senat~. tvuching tlu.'ir 
trade is profitable to Arne rica; 1f this \Vere the an1endtuents to the I mpo~t bilL 
fact, many more of our traders would have .AJter ~oing through tb~ san•e, and agreeing 
found it out; Jor I believe the citizens of the to three amend1nent~! and rej~rting ~ix, it u·as 
Union are as sagacious in tnaking such discovc- Ordered, l"hat a Cou1n1ittcc ofCunfce·ence be 
ries as any peo{>le whon1soever. desired ''·ith the Senate, upun the subject-ulat-

With these Impressions on nty n1intl, I can- ter of the a1nendn1ents dis~tgt·e~d to; and ~lcs~t~. 
not but join with the Senate in their an1end- BolrntNoT, F1·rt,siMO~s .. "and MAnisox \\'ere 
ment, which I hope lnay be carried; but I ~hall appointell •nanagt~rs at th~ &"lid coul~retlct~,. on -
never oppose, on the contrary, I 'vi1l support1 tht- part of lh(• llou,e. 



615 OF' DEBA 'I'ES IN CONGRESS. 616 . 

JVNE 25, 1789 .. ) 

DEPAUTMENT OF WAU. 

The House then went into a cotnm1ttee on 
the bill for establishing the Departmen{ of War. 
~fr. 'fRUMBULL in the chair. 

~fr. BENSON proposed. with respect to the 
s~~re~r-y's being removable by the Pt'esident, 
a s1mtlar amendntent to that \Vhich had been 
obtained in the bill establishing the Department 
uf Foreign Alfairs. 

_Mr~ SH~Rl'\IAN thoucrht it unnecessary to load 
th~s b11l w1th an wor3s on that subject; he con-

ha\·tng hau the prtnclp e estabhsheu Jn the 
other bit I. 

Mr. PAGE was of the same opinion! but fut·­
tb~r thought it argued a do\lbt, even in the 
n~Ind of the majority~ of the truth of their prin­
ciples, and they wanted, by repetition, to force 
that upon the n1ind 'vhich \vas not itnpressetl 
by right reason. 'rhe question on the anJend­
ment was taken without further debate, and 
carried in the affinnative, twenty-four to. twen­
ty-t\vo. 

Some other stnall alterations being 1nade, the 
committee rose, and reported the b111 as atnend­
e,l; which being partly considered, tbe House 
adjourned. 

•fHt:RSDA Y, J one 25. 

~tr. WYNKOoP presented the petition of Sa­
niuel Brigg:;, of Philadelphia, praying for the 
exclusive privilege of constructing and vending 
a machine lor' making nails by mill-work. Or­
dered to lie on the table. 

DEPARTMENT 0}"' \V _\.R. 

The House res11med the consideration of the 
an1enc..lments reported by the Comntittee of the 
whole to the bill for establishing the \Var De­
pat·ttnent; \vhich being agreed to, the hill \Vas 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A message frotn the Senate infor1ned the 
House that they agree to the amendtnent pro­
posed by this House to their amenthnent to the 
bill for laying a duty on goods, \vares, and 
tncrchandises itnported into the United States; 
insist on their fourth and fifth a1nenthnents to 
the said bill; agree to the proposed conference 
on the subject-tnattel" of the other atnendn\ents 
thereto, and have charged their managers to 
confer also on the said fourth and fifth amentl­
Inents. 'fhe Senate like,vise rrgree to the 
atnend1nents proposed by this House to their 
fir:;t and ninth ;unendments to the bill itnpos­
ing duties on tonnage; and also to the proposetl 
conference on the subject-n1attel' {)f the other 
an1endn1ents to the said bill. 

TREASURY DEP ARTIIENT. 

rrhe l-Iouse then resolved itself into a Com­
nlittee of the \vhole on the bill for establi~hing 
the 'rreasury Department, Mr. rfRUMBULL in 
the chair. prhe second clause being under con-
sideration, -

Mr. PAGE objected to the \Vords 1naking it 
the (iuly of the Secretary to'' digest and report 

• 

[H. OF 1L 

pl_ans for the ilnpt"OVeJnent and tnanagement 
of the revenue~ and the -5UPJ?Ort of the public 
credi!;:' observi~g that it InJ&ht be -well enough 
to enj~tn upo~ hnu the duty olmakiog o;ut and 
prepflring estimates; but to g~ an, further 
\vould be a tlan~erous innovation upon the .con-­
stitutional privilege of this flouse; it would 
create an undue tnfl.uence within these walls, 
because members tnight be led, by the defer­
ence cotnmonly paid to tnen of abilities, who 
give an opinion in a case they have thoroughly 
studied, to support the minister's plan, even 
ag_ains_t theiL~ o\vn j~.ulgnlent. Nor \vould the 
rn1schief stop here; 1t would establish a prece­
ll~nt which 1nigl_1tw be ext~nded, until we ad­
IDl tteu all the nuntsters of the Government on 
the fto~r, to explain and support the plans they 
have thgested and reported: thus laying a foun­
dation tot· au aristocracy or a detestable nlc­
narchy. 

Mr. rrucKER. The objection made by the 
~entle1nan n~ar _n1e is, undoubtedly, we" 
founded. I tlunk It proper to strike out all the 
words alluded to, because the following a,re 
sufficient to ans\ver every valuable purpose., 
nan1ely, " to prepare and report estimates of 
the public revenue and public expenditures.'' 
If we. au1~orize him ~u pr~pare a.nd repol't 
plans, It \Vlll create an Interference of the ex­
ecu_tive with the legislative powers; it will 
ab.t1;~e-ep;u:tit_plai:_pri"'li · ~ • 
f~r t l_C COI~s~itution expressly declares, that at 
btlls tor ra1s1ng revenue shall originate in the 
Honse of Representatives.. How can the bu­
siness originate in this HouSe, if we have it 
reported to-us b,J the Minister of Finance? All 
the infortnation that can be required, tnay be 
called for, \vithout adopting a clause that 1nay 
undei:rnine the aulhority of this House, and the 
security of the people. The constitution has 
pointed out the proper tnethod of conl'nlunica­
tion bet\vecn the executive and legislative de­
partments; it is made the duty of the President 
to gi,·e, fro•n titnc to time. infonnation to Con­
gresl:) of the state of the Union -, and to reconl· 
!nend to their consideration such measures as 
he shall judge necessary and expedient. 1£ 
re~nue plans are to be prepared an(_l reported 
to Congre5o~s, here is the proper person to tlo it; 
he is responsiule tn the people fot" what he re­
conunentls, and \vill be tnnre cautious than any 
other person to whom a less degree of t·espon­
sibility is attached. Under this clause, you 
give the Secretary of the 'freasury a right to 
obtrude upon yo~ plans, not only undigested, 
but even itnproper to be taken up. 

I hope the House is not already weaL·y of ex­
ecuting and sustaining the powers vested in 
then1 by the constitution; and yet it \Voufd at·­
~ue that \Ve thought ourselves less adequate to 
detern1ine than any individual \vhat burthens 
our constituents are equal to bear . .,.. This is 
not ans\vering the high expectations that \vere 
fol·•ned of ou•· exert;ons for the general good~ 
or of our \~igilance iu guarding_ our O\\'D and the 
people's rights. In sh~l"t, Mr. Chairman~ ( 

• 
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e&A-aever agree to have money bills originated we-, in the free re-public of the United States, 
and forced upon this House by a man destitute •bould introduce such a novelty inlptationy I 
of legislative authority' while the constitution am at a loss to conceive. rrhe constitution ex­
gr.~s such J>!lWer solely to the House ufRepre- press'y delegates to us the business of the reve­
seufativ.-J for this reason, I cheerfully second nue; uur constituents have confif.Jence in us., 
the motion for sh·iking out the wot·ds. because they suppose us acq•J3inted wilh their 

Mr .. BENS01rl. If the proposed a'nendment circumstances; they expect, iu consequence 
pre•ail. the bill will be nearly nugatory: 'fhe of this knowledge, we lvill not attempt tu load 
most important service that can be rendered by the1n \vith injurltcious &r op~ssive taxes; hut 
a gentleman who is at the head of the Depart- they hrtve no such security, if \Ve a1·e blindly to 
ment of Finance, is that of digesting and re- follow per·haps an unskilful minister. Jt c.loes 
porting plans tor the improvement of the reve- nut answer me, M•·· Cha;r1nan._ tu say the House 
nue, and supporting public credit; and, for 1ny has a ri~ht uf deliberating and deciding upon 
part, I shaH despair of eve•· seeing your reve- these plans, because \Ve tnay be told, if you 
n•1e itnpt·oved, 01· the national credit sup~rte<l, prune away this part or that part of thP, systetn, 
unless the business is sub1nitted into the hands you destroy its efficiency. ·1Therefort! we must 
of an able individuaL I thought this subj~ct act with caution; \\"e must either take or rejet:t 
was well understood, from the debate on the the whole; but if we r ... ject the whole, sir, we 
original motion. It was then insisted upon by are to flepeiid upon ourselves f"or a ~ubstitute. 
an honorable gentleman, ~Jr. GERRY~ who Ho~· are we to form one? For my part, 1 should 
~sed the appninhnent of a Secretaty of the not despair~ that the united wisdo•n of tbis 
'{reasu-ry, that his inlportant duties ought to be Ho11se cou\d procure one; but if we are to do 
•' to consider of the n1eans of improving the this in tbe second instance, why cannot we at· 
t"evenue, and ·introducing eclJnorny into ihe tempt it io the first!~ 1 have no objection to our 
expenditures, and to recon1mend general sys- calling upon this or any other officer for iufor­
tems of revenue.'' Now, what tnore than this mation; but it is certainly improper to have hitn 
is n~quire.d by the c1ause~ authorized by law to int.-ude upon us \Vnatever 

For my .part, [ am at a loss to see how the he ·1nay think proper. I presunle, sir, it i5 not 
privilege of the House is infringed.. Can any supposed by the \Vorrhy gentlernan from New 
of th~ Secretary's plans be called bills? Will York (~lr. BENsoN) that we shaH he at a loss 
they be reported in such a for1n even? But ad- to conceive n·hat infor1nation would be useful 
1nittiqg they were, they do not bectnne bi\Js, un- or proper for us to require, that we n1ust have 
less they ate sanctioned by the House; much this officer to present us \vith \\rhat he chooses. 
less is the danger that they will pass into la\1-·s \Vhen the President requires an opinion of hint, 
without full examination by lJoth Houses and the eonstitution demands hi1n to ~ive it; so un­
the President. From this view of the subject, der the law, let hitn send hi~ optnion in h~re, 
so far iR ~he c~au~ from appearing dangerous, ~hen i~ is ~skc~l for. lf an:y further po,ve~ is 
thaf I beheve it d1scovers rtseJf to be nut only g•ven h1m, lf \Vtll come to thts at last: 've,. hke 
perfectly safe, but essentially necessary; and ~the Parlian•ent of Paris, shall meet to register 
without it is retained, the great object of the 'Ynat he dictates. ~:ith~r tbe;;e repo, .. ts of the 
bitt will be defeated. Secretary (tre to have \Yelght, or they are not; 

Mr. GooDHUE. We certainly carry our dig- if they are to ha,-e weight, the House rtcts uo­
nity to the extreme. \Vhen we refuse to receive tier a fore-ign iutluence, "'-hich is altogether im­
inforrnatton frotn any but ourselves. It 01ust be proper and impolitic; if they are to bave no 
admitted, iha.t the Secretat·y of the '·l'··~asury ' weig\•t., \ve impose a use,ess duty UJMlll the 
wilts from the naturll' of his office, be better ac- o .. r, and such as is no Ulclrk of our wi~do1n. 
quainted \Vith the subject of in1proving the.re· ~lr .. ;\~tt;s hoped the subject u~ight be trea(·'­
venue or curtailing expense, than any other cd \vith candor· and liberality; he su PP'?Se<l the 
person; if he is thus capable of aftording useful objections were made on those pl'inciples, and 
information~ sha\1 Vv·e reckon it hazardous tore- iherefore required a serious nn .. ~wer. "l'he wo;r­
ceive it? Fot· my part, when I \vant to attain a thy gentleman ''·ho first expre~ed his aversion 
particulat" object, 1 nevct~ shut n1y ears against tu the claus~· seemetl to be apprehensive that 
inrorn1atibn likely to enable •ne to secure if. the I>U\ver of reporting plans by the Secretary 

M .-. PAGE. I can never consent to establish.. \Vouht ~ improper. becau~e it appeared to him 
by law, this interh~l-ence of an e3.ecutive offi- to interfere ,,·ith the legislati\"e •luty of the 
cer in business of legislation; it may ue \veil I louse, \\·bich the Hou!ie vught not to relinquish. 
enough in an absolute monarchy .. fur a minister \Vhenevet~ it is a question~ ~Jr. S~akerJ S4'1id 
to come to a Parliatnent \vith his plans in his he, \Vhether this House ought., or ought not, to 
hands, and Ol'der thc1n to be en registered or en- I establish office~ to exercise a part of the po\vcr 
acted; but this pt~act1ce doc~ not obtain eYen in of t"~~lther branch of the Govcrnroent, thel'e ar·e 
a limited.rnunarchy like Britain. 'fhe minis- two points \\·hich I take into consideration, in 
ter· therjc, \vho introduces his plans, rnust he a ortler.to lead 1ny mind to a just decision • first, 
Jne1nber of the House ofConunons. 'fhe 1nan whether the proposed disposition is U!--efuf; and~ 
would be treated with indignation, 'vho should ~econd, \vhethet· it can be safely ~arded from 
attetnpt in that country to bring his ~chetnes be- abuse. Now l.take it. sir~ tba.t tne House, by 
fol'e Parliatnent in nny other way. No1v, \Vf1y tbrir ortler for b•·inging in a biU to establi~t. th~ 
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.. freasury Depa.rbnent in this way, ha.ve deter- is with an intention to let a little sunshine into 
n1in~t1 the point or utility; orl have they erred the business that the p1·esent arrangement is 
in adopting that opinion., L \vi l slightly make an proposed; I hope it n1ay be successrul, nor do I 
.inquil'y. fltnv does it tend to genet·al tttility? doubt the event. I am cGDtident our funds 
rrhe Secretary is presutned to acquire the best are equal to the de•nand, if they are p~operly 
-knowledge of the subject of finance of any brought into operation; but a uad administration 
tnetnber of the cotnlnunity. No\v, if this lfouse of the finances will prove our-greatest evil. 
i-s to act on the best kno,vletlge of cit·cuo1stan~ But•is our proposetJ arrangement safer Are 
~es, it seen1s to follow logically., that the House the p;uards sufficient to prevent abuse? I am 
n1ust obtain evidence f.rom that officer; the best perfectly satisfied it can be n1ade so.. and hope 
\vay of doing thi~ wilt be publicly from the offi- the united exertions of both Houses will effect 
oeer hin1selt~ by tnaking it his duty to fu.-nish us it. lluw is the power complained of by the 
n·ith iL It '"ill not be denied~ sir, tJmt this offi- honorable gentlernen over the way '(Mt~ PAeE 
.ccr \Vi~ I be better &acquainted with his business and ~1r. "rucKER) unsafe? We are told~ the 
than othe1· people can be. Lt lies within his de- plans reported may have an undue influence .. 
pal'tn1ent, to have a comprehensive view of the Upon what ground is this opinion rested? Do 
state of the public -revenues and ·expenditures. the gentlemen apprehend tlie Jacts will be Calla­
He will, by his supe1intending power over the ciousty statell? If so, I would ask., caonet the,­
-{:ollection. be able to discover~ abuses, if any, in be detected.? If facts are faithfully stated,. ana 
that department., and to form the most eligible the ded11ctions are fair, no doubt the plan will 
plan to re1nedy or pr~ent the evil. From his be patt~onized; and will gentlemen say that it 
-lnfo.nnatioH respecting 1noney transactions., he, ought not? I believe there is little danger of 
n1ay be able tu point out the be~t mode for sup- itnposition, for a person in this situatiOB would 
porting the public credit; inrleed, these seem to haruly run the risk of det~ction, iR a 
tne to be the great objects of his appointment. \vhere detection might be easy by an examina-

It is., perhaps, a misfoctu.ne incident to pablic tion of the books and vouchers, and his reputa­
a~semblies., that from t-heir nature the_y are more tion be destroyed. 
inco1npetent to a cotnplete investigation of ac- '\\That itnproper influence t;Ould a ;planreport-
~(H.Ints dtan a few individuals; perhaps in a Go- ed openl_y and officially have on the miJUJ of 
venunent ~o ext~nde,L, and replete 'vith val'iety ·any member, more than if the scheme and in­
in it~ 1noue of expenditure as this, the subject formation were .given privately at the Secre-
1nay be more perplexing than in countries of tary's office? 
sntallet9 exteot., aoo less variety of object~ to Nor, Mr. Chairman, do I approve what the 
~uard. 'Che science of accounts is at best but gentlemen say with respect to callin~ on th2 
an abstr·use and dt·y study-; it is scarcely to be Secretary for information; it will be no maPk of 
understood bnt by an anwearied assiduity for a inattention or neglect, if he-take time to eon­
tong tinte; how then can a public body, elected' sider the questions .you propound; but if you. 
annually, and in session for a few months, un- make it his duty to furnish you .plans of infor­
derta.ke the arduous task lvith a full prospect mation on tbe imprcwetnent ~fthe revenue and 
of success? If our plans are forn1ed u~pon these support of public credit, and '.be neglect to per­
incomplete investigations, ''le can expect little form it., hts conduct or capacity is _virtually 
in1provemeut; fur I "\'en lure to say, that our impeached. This will be furnishing an . .addition­
know~edg-e -wili be far iHferior to that of an in-, al check. 
d1vidual~ like the present offi-c~. Hence I con- It has been complained nf as a. novelty; but., 
tenJ., sir., tba.t the Secr~tary is a useful and in- let me ask gentlen1en, if it is not to an institu­
valuallle part of the Government. tion of a similar kind tflat the management ef 

I \\-ould not have it under~teod that I an1 the finances of Britain is the envy of the world? 
.against an inquiry being tnade into this subject It is true, the Chaocellor or the Exchequer is a .. 
at e'\rery se~sion of the Legislature. I think tnetnber of the House that has the sole right of 
such a practice highly satu tary" but I \Voulu not originating tnoney bilJs; but i8 that a rea~on why 
trust to a hasty, or perhaps injudicious exatn- \Ve should not have the information which caa 
.!nation of a busine~-3 of this magnitude; on the be obtained frotn ou.r officer, who :possesses the 
.contrary, I 'vould take every precaution in as- 1neans of acquiring equall-y importan.t and useful 
c.:ertaining the foundation upun waich our reve- knowledge? 'rhe nation, 2.s well as the Parlia­
·uues are to stand. nlent of Britain, holds a check ovet· the Chan-

If \Ve consider the pre&ent situation of our eel lor: if his bud&ct contains false .calculations, 
iinances, o,ving io a variety of causes, 've .shaH they are correcteH; if he attempts impositions~ 
uo doubt perceive a great, although unavoida- or even unpopular 1neasures, his administra­
ble confusion througkuut th.e whole scene; it tion becomes odious~ and he is ren1oved. Have 
pre~ents to the imaginatian a deep, dark, an<J we more reason to fear than they? Have w.e 
dreary chaos; itnpossible to be redu.ced to order less a·esponsibilty or secul'ity in our arrange­
witbou t the u1ind of the architect is clear and. ruet1t of the .. rreasury departn1ent? If we have, 
-capacious, and his power cutnmensurate to the let us improve it, but not abridge it of its safest 
.occasion; he must not be the flitting creature of an,[ tnust useful po\\'er. I hope the committee 
a day~ he must have time· gi\'en hirn conlpetent will refuse their approbation of the present 
for the successftJl exercise of his authority. It motion ... 

4 l 
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Mr. LIVERMORE. I shall vote for striking curtailir1g this parl of the Sccrctn·y':; tluty., we 
out the clause1 because J conceive it e5sentially shall Jose the advantages which 1~1e proJ~oseu . 
necessar·y so to uo. 'l'he pow·er of originating systctn 'vas iHh~Iu.led to acquire. 'fhc in1prove- · · 
n1oney bills \Vi thin these \Valls, I look upon as 1nent anti anunagetucnt of the re"euuc is a. sub .. 
a sacred deposite which ·we anay neither violate ject that tnust ue investigated by a rnnu of abili­
nor divest ourselves of, although at first view it ties iHlll iudciatigable industry, if we tncan to , 
Jnay appeat· of little itnportance \vho shall form . havl~ our b~siness advantageously tloue. .1-f 
a plan fur the impro,'ernent of the revenue. houorable gentlerncn \¥ill for a rnotncut eou:-;ider 
Although every infonnation tending to effect the peculiar circtun!;tauces of this country, ~h~ 
this great object rnay be gratefully rec.t;-ivecl by tucar•s of infonuation attaiuahlc by the iudivi- ··. 
this f-fouse, yet it uehoovcs US to consitlcl' to tlual llleU)b(~l'~ of this f-loUS(~, and COlnpare tlHHn 
l\'hat this clause 1nay lead, and where il 1nay with the object they hnvc to pursu<), they \ViU . . 
terminate. l\1ight it not, by eonstructiuu, be plaiuly perceive the nct:cssity of calling to Hwi.~" 
said, that the Stcretary of the 'freasury has the aid the advantages resulting fnnn. an. establish­
sole right of digesting and repurtiug pia us f(H· HH.'nt like the one contelnp1atcd in iht~ lJi II; ir 
the hnpt•oveauent of the reveuue? 'fhis con- they '"cj~h thc~c circu1ustances carefully, thei...­
struction may appear a little extraordinary, lJut objections, I trust, will vauish. Culning, l\·11'. 
it is not n1ore so than sontc constructions here- Ch~1innan, as we do, front diilcrcnt parts of the 
tofore put upou other \Vurds; but howe:ver ex· . Vnion, fro1n States \vhcn~ the ubj.c.'.cts of n.~\'e-
traord inary it ntcty be,. it nlay take pi act:>, 11 ud .l n ue are (} ifle•·en t, where the ci n:.u nlshuH:es a 1111 ·· 
think the lJest way to avoid it, will ue tu leaYc views of the people arc (litlen~nt, and in a ~reat 
out the \vords altogether. It i!:i certainly inl- degree local, it appears tH tne thaJ HO out.~ rneinl.>el'" 
proper that any person, not expressly cntrn~ie<l cau I.Jc so- ful·tunate 4-i.S to poHsr.~~ the extt~n.sive 
by our constituents '"i th the privilege of taking · knowledge attainable by this otlicer. .t\.uol he~" 
their money.,~hould direct the quantutn autl the cit·cumslanccindtH~P.s 1n"~to cJs·awthe~a1ue con- . 
1nanner in wl•icb to take it. elusion. '\\"' e ~hall firHI !iiysh~ms adopted to · · 

Dut if there is not the danger l ha.,'c tuention- defPat the collection of the revenue, but it will 
eu, of giving poWCl' cxclu~ively to this otlice•·, I be itnpossible f(n· any of us to UCCOU1C so \Veil 
would ask gcntlc}ncn, and I subn1it it to their ncfJnainted \vith tht~se anachinatiouf; as to tleJeat 
ca.ndot· to say,. whethe-r it tnust not havt.! a ten~ their ubjeet; hut fi'OIH the a~lvautag~ot!-S posi­
c.lency to render the naiuds of the 1netnbers in- tion we give the s~cretaty of the 'rreasury, and 
diftcl'ent on the su l>jec t, if the busi ne~s is to be. the nnll tif~u-·inus ohjccts of his alteut.iou, he tuay 
aiTt\ngcd and conducted by another, who, \Ve wntth over and detect their plans; he will have 
~u·c told, is het.ter capal>le of understaudin~ it a better capac.it.y to propose a rcnu~dy lhau auy 
thanout·sclves? Certainly, we shall hardly think tnernbe&· of the I~eg;islaturc. 
it \vorth while lo trouble our heads abont the 1 do not apprehend any undue iufhteuce opc­
busineHs. 1-low t~u· this will <lisappnint. the oh- rating on the tuetn.ben; of tbis f1ouse, llecau~e I 
ject of OUl' election, n.ay be plainly ~eeu. I~\H· atu persuaded there ·will ever prevail £Hl ind~­
nly pai·t, I think the po\ve•· too gn,at. to l>e en- , peudent aud indignant spirit \\·ithiu the \valls of 
trusted in any hands but tho~e of the 1·rpresen- I Con,gres~ .. hosl i lc to every \'cnal attcrupt. N 91· 
tntives of the people, \vhen~ fhc constitution h<-ls do l believe it possible to colo·r, \Vilh a sctn­
lleposited it, o nl~ss it be to a connnittcc ~pe- blauce uf ju~tice., either f~dsc ur l.>asc n1easu.l'e~ 
cially appoiulell by fhe f:foUSC for that purpose. again:;t the public \Veffart~; the Wisdolll of this 

Solne allu~ions, 1\'11". Chairnlall, hi.l"V(.~ been llou~c call never ue thought su UlCanly of. I 
'nade with rc~pect to the origin of this po\\'CI'. trust a tnajority \Vill always Le found \vise aJHl 
~entlenu~n have iutitlla.t.ed tlu~t it \vas copit1d vi_rtuous euough ~() _re~is~ lleill~ t-nadc ~· be to~)ls 
ft·(uu 1 he powerH ,·est l'.d 1 n 1 he lq rst J.. .. ord of tht~ ul a con·u pt a<lnlllll~tra t.ton. 1, the rc·l ore, \\'l th 
'fl'easu ry ~ I arn not of this opiuion. I rathl\1' contidt~ncc, approve the object nf the clause .. 
believe the COlntnittCt1 , in st•arching f;H' prece· l will lnen{iUH OUC othet• cirGUIHSlance, nf' flO 
deJl ts, ha VC turned to 1 he ftH'IllCI' H ppoin t tnen t i HCOflSiU era tJlc forec, in fa VOl' of the IJi ll. (~0111-
(~f a Superintendent uf 'Fin<~uce undl~&· the late ing, ns l said we do, fnnn districts with diller­
Confederation, ru!d, ha"ing discov(~rccl thi~ r:nu- ent itl~a!;, pe_rhaps tliiH~~·cnt objects to purs.Ul-!~ 
1ncrnt.etl an.1ong lns powers, have cop1ctl 1t 1nto 1uuch tune \Vlll nccessanly be cuusutncd uelorc 
the bill., nut ~Hlvcrtin~ to the ditlt~rcnt <:ircunl- a current i~ found in \Vhich the Hlincl oftla~ tua­
stancc~ of tlw present and fonncr (~ongl'css; tor j<wity \\'ill l'un _; and even theu .. gentlt·lueu will 
tu thenl alone Wa~ not COilfilll'll the po\ret· of not be Cl'l'taiu they have procured all lht.: iufor­
origiuating revenue plans. lh~:iides, it 1ui~ht be nwtiou that eould he outaiued. It appt!;.u·:s~ 
~afc in tln'ru, berause they pos~es~cd 1he h·gis· then\fon.', t.o rue, frotn the rca~on and nattJre of 
Jative and executi,·e po\Ver; they eou[cl abolil"'h thing:-;, to lJe our t!uty .. as wise legislators, to 
his plans and his oflicc together, if 11H·y thought fonn such a re~cr\· oir t'ln i nfonnation a~ will 
proper; but we are r~struined uy a Senate~ aud supply us with what is uc-.:c~sary iHHl ust·ful at 
and the IH~~ative of the Pn~sideut. ·\vl~ haYe all tinH~s. 
no p<nver ()ver hin•~ therefo.-e wt~ ought io he i\·Jr. ]~Ol'lH-"OT. ~-\ proper jealou~y fell' the· 
CaUtioUS of putting' dau~el'OUS J>OWCr:-; illf.O his lih~~rty of (he peoiJlC is COlHlnendal>le in those 
hands. '· .... \rho arc appoinlt'd and S\Vorn to be it.~ fnithfui 

!\1 r. St-:DCt:\\'lCK.·-lf the pri nci pl e prevai Is for £;!1 a nl ian:; _; bu l wheu this spirit i8 carried ~o fa•· 
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as to losesightof1ts object,. and ins.tead oF lead­
ing to avoid, urges on to the precipice of ruin, 
"'e ought to be careful ho'v \Ve receive its itn­
pression~. So far is the present measure from 
being injurious to liberty, that it is consistent 
\\'ilh the true interest and prosperity of the 
ctnnmonity.. ""'-'\re gentlemen apprehensive 've 
~hat l be led by this officer to au opt plans ~-e 
should otherwise reject? FGr nly part, 1 have 
« bflttcr opinion or the peneh·ation of the ~pre­
~entation of the ~ople than to dread any such 
' ·isionary phantom. 

J. .. et us consider whether this power is eosen­
tially necessary to the Governtnent. I take it 
to be conceded by the genl1enten, that it is 
absolutely sow They say they are willing to 
receive the in foranation because it may be ser­
''iceable, but do not choo~e to have it cotnmuni­
catcd in this way. If the Secretary of the 
Treasury is the proper person to give the infor­
fllation, I can see no other mode of obtaining it 
that would be so useful. Do gentlernen mean 
that he shall give it piecenteal, by way of ques­
tion and answer? rfhts will tend 1nore to mislead 
than to 1n fonn us. If we would judge upon . 
any subject, it \\-ould be better to haye it in one 
clear and complete vie\v, than to inspect it by 
detachments; \Ve should lose the great 'vhole in 
the minu ti;e, and, instead of a system, should 
present our constituents ·with a structure com­
poseu of discordant parts, counteracting and de­
feating the operation of each other's properties. 
~lake your officer responsible~ and the pre­

sunlption is, that plans and information are pro­
perly digested; but if he can secrete himself 
uehinu the curtain, he might create a noxious 
infiuence, and not be ans,verable for the infor­
nlation he gives,. I conceive this great principle 
of responsibility to be essentiaHy necessary to 
secure the public \velfare: make it his duty to 
sbJdy the subject wel1, and put the means in 
hi~ power; \Ve can then draw· from hin1 all the 
in formation he has acquired,. and app1y it to 
1ts proper use. \Vithout such an officer, our 
plans ''·ill be ineff~ectuai antl inconsi ~tent. I 
have seen too much the want ur a l1ke officer in 
the State Legislatures, not to make tne ' 'ery ue­
~irou ~ of a(lopting 1he present plan~ It has been 
saicJ, that the tnembers cotning from the differ­
ent p~u·ts of the lT nion are the n1ost proper per­
sons to giv~ information. I deny the principle: 
'l'here are no persons in the GoYernment to 
'vhutn lVe could I ook \Vith I ess propriety for in-~ 
formation on this subject than to the metnbers 
of this linus~. \V. e are cal!ell from the pursuit 
or our <I i tfercnt occupations~ and c,cnne 'vi th{)u t 
the lea~t preparation to bring frn·ward: a subject 
that rer1uires a great degree of assit.Juous appli­
cation to understand; add to this the locality of 
our idea~, which is too comtnuniy the case, and 
\Ve shall appear not Yery fit to ans,ver the end 
of our appuinttnen t. \\;itness the difficulty and 
e1nbarrassments \vith which \Ve have hitherto 
been surrounded. If 've had the subject digest­
ed :lntl prepared, \Ve sho•thl determine \vith ease 
on its fitn~~s, its combination .. and its principles, 

-

and might supply omissions or uefects without 
hazard; and this in half the time we eoutd 
ft~ame a system, if left to reduce the chaos into 
order. 

!\1t... HARTLEY rose to express his senti­
ments, as he did on every occasion, with diffi­
dence in his own abilities; but he looked upon 
the clause as both unsafe and inconsistent with 
the constitution. He thou~ht the gentletnan 
l?..st up proved too much by his arguments; he 
proved that the House of Representatives was, 
1n fact, unnecessary and useless; that one 
person could be a better judge of the means to 
improve and n1anage the revenue._ and su~port 
the national credit, than the wbo\e body of Con­
gress. This kind of doctrine, Mr. Chair­
man, is indelicate in a republicl and _ strikes 
at the root of a\l legislation founaed upon the 
~r~at. denlocratic principle of repre~entation. 
It 1s true, mt8takes, and very tnJurtous ones, 
have been made on the subject of finance by 
some State Legislatures; but I would rather 
submit to this evil, than, by my voice, establish 
tenets subversive of the liberties of my country .. 

Notwithstanding ,vhat I have said, I am clear­
ly of opinion it i3 necessary and useful to take 
measures for obtaining othe•· infortnation than 
\Vhat tnembers c.an acquire in their characters 
as citi7.ens; therefore, lam in favor of the pre­
sent bill; but I think these words too strong. If 
it was modified so as to oblige him to have his 
plaus ready for tl1is House \Vhen lhey are asked 
for, I should be satisfied; but to establish a legal 
tight in an officer to obtrude his sentiments 
perpetually on this body, is disagreeable, and it 
is dangerous, inasmuch as the right is conveyed 
in "·or·ds of doubtful irnport, and conveying 
pu\vers exclusively vested by the constitution 
in this House. 
On~ gentleman (Mr. A1r1Es) has said, that 

the Secretary would be responsible for the plans 
he intro(luces. Very true; but how are we to 
detect the irnpositions they contain; for, he says, 
\\·e requit·e more time and leisure to make the 
scrutiny than falls to our lot, so that it does not 
afford the degJ'ec of rer;ponsibility which his ol»­
servations supposed. 

M .~. GERRY e~pl'essed himself in favor of the 
object of the clause; that \vas, to get all the in­
formation pos~ible fur the purpose of improving 
the revenue, because he thought this informa­
tion \Vould he n1uch required, it he judged from 
the load of public debt, and the present inability 
of the people to contribute largely to\vard its 
reduction. 

He could not help observing, however, the 
great degree of importance they were giving 
th1~} and the other executive officers. If the 
tloetrine of having prime and ~reat 1ninisters of 
state was once well establisned, he did not 
doubt but \Ve should soon see them distin~uished 
by a green or red ribbon, or other ins1gnia of 
cout·t favor and patronage. l-Ie 'vished gentle­
lnen were a. ware of \vhat cons(llquences the5i\e 
thing~ lead to .. thnt they rnight exert a grratPr 
(le»gree nf cau tinn. 

• 
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The pradiee of Parliament in Britain is first sume our tinle to no al7 aH. Undtr the1~e cir .. 
to determine the sum they will grant., and then cumstances, it wilt be patriotic to fay down 6UI" 
refer tbe subject to a Committee of Ways and autbority, and vest it in the great minister we 
Means: this might be a proper mode to be por- fuve e§t&bhshed. 
sued in this House. Mr4 l.~AWJtF,NeE.. I du not see consequenceSJ 

Do gentlemen,. said he, consider the impor- so daugerous as sonae gt-utlen1en ~em lo appre ... 
tance Of the power they give the officer by the hend; nor did they apPear to thetn. I belic,·t~., 
clause? Is it not pat"t of our legislative autho- ~·hen the subject ~va~ la~l uhd(l"r consideration. 
rityP And does not the constitution expresgly I recollect, ~Jr. Chairman. that ~me difticulty 
declare that the House solely shall exercise the was made abotJt c~tablish1ng (hisoffic~, ~cause 
power of otiginating revenue bills? No,v, what it was feared we cou!d not find men of sufti ... 
IS mean~ by reportin~ plans? It surely inc1 ulles cient abilities to fill it. 'lbe dories were then 
the idea of ori~inahng money bills, that is, a properly ueen1ed uf a high and important na­
bill for im rov111g the revenue, or, in other ture, aud enumea·aied as those proposed in the 

bill. It was supposed by an honorable gentle· 
Jlor if is to report plans, they ought to be re- man, that the J>Ollrcrs here expressed 1night be 
ported in a proper form. and complete. 'fbis lodged in a board 1 be<:ause an indiviuual was 
18 giving an indirect voice in legislative busi- incompetent to undertake the whole.. But nGw 
neu to an executive officer. If this be not the we have the wonderful sagacity of di3cove'ring~ 
meaning of the clause~ let gentlemen say what that if an individual is appointed, he will havt:­
is, and to what extent it shall go; but if my capacity to form plans for improving the re­
constroction is true, we are giving up the most venue in such an advant~eous 1nanncr, ag to 
e tiaJ privilege vested in us by the. constitu- supersede the necessity of having the repre­
tion. But what does this signify? Tbe officer is sentatives of the people consulted on the busi­
~sible, and we are secure. This respoosi- ness; he will not only perform the usual duties 
bibty is made an ar_gument in favor of every of a .. freasury Boa1·d,. but be adequate to :-.11 pur· 
extension of power. I should be glad to under- poses of legislation. I appeal to the g~ntl~n•an 
stand the term. Gentlemen say the Secretary for his usual candor on this rtccasion~ which 
of the "rreasury is .. responsible for the in forma- lviiJ assure us that he has wire~dra\vn his ar­
tion he gives the House in what manner does guments. 
this resJlOnsibility act? Suppose he reports a I hope, sir, if \Ve give th~ power to an indi­
plan for improving the revenue, by a tax which Yidual;J we shall have jud;ment enough to dis­
he thinksjudicious, and one that will be agree- cover whether his plans are consi~tent with the 
able to the people of the United 8tates; but he public happiness ~uuJ prosperity; and \vhile \Ve 
lutppens to be deceived in his opinion, that his exercise this judgtnent, there can be no cause 
tax is obnoxious, and excites a popular clamor to apprehend the chitnerical eftects portrayed 
~inst the minister what is the advantage of by the gentleman last up. 
h1s responsibility? Nothing. Few Jnen de- It is said to be givin~ hint the po'ver of legis­
serve punishn1ent for the error of opinioni· all lation. Do we give hun the ptl\ver of lleciding 
that could be done would be to repeal the a\v, \\·hat shaH be lawf \\.hale we retain this po\v­
and be more cautious in future in depending er, he Inay gi,-e us :tll the iufnrntation po~sible~ 
i:flicitly on the judgment of a man who had but can never be said to participate in le~il;ll\-
1 us into an itnpolitic measure. Suppose the tive bustncss; be has no control n ha.tever over 
revenue should fall short of his estimate, is he this Ilouse. I ~ee no tlangt,r, but a great tleal 
responsible for the balance? ~rhis \vill be ca1·~ of benefit, a•·ising fron1 the- clause; by making it 
rying the idea further than any Governtnent his duty to stutly the subject, \\·e may n~usona ­
hitherto has done .. What then i8 the officer to be bly expect infonnation_ 
responsible for, which should indnce the House llo\v Is i( said, that the pou~er of reporting 
to vest in him such extraordinary powers? plans for the improvement uf the revenue .. is 

It was well observed by the honorable gen- the po\ver of originating n1ont~y bills? 'fhc 
tleman over the way, (l\1r. PAGE,) that wh~n I constitution declares that po'ver to be vest­
his bill or plan is before the House, we must erl solely in this Jfouse.. ~o'v~ \viH gentlenu,.n 
take or reject the 'vhole; fur if the indi\·idual -say a money bill is originated by an indiYidual 
members are so uninforn1etl on the subject as metnber if he brings it for\v,,rd? lt cannot ht~ 
they have been representell, it \\·i.ll ·be next to originated in 1ny opininn., until the sense of th~ 
presumption to prepare. anal tet·ation; we should House is declared; ntuch Jes8 can a plan for Lhl~ 
be told 1t was his duty officially to present plans, impro\?etnent of the revenue ~ ~iJ to Lw a tuo­
and our duty officially to pass thetn; Lhat he is ney bill. 
better inforn1ed than any other man, nay, bet- ~1 r. GERR\" adn1itted that he ua,·e it as his 
ter than the collective \vistlon1 of the country. opinion, that it was not an easy thing to find a 
But this argument goes further still, and it 1nay proper person tor l·onducting the tiuances in 
be justly asked, what occasion is there for a this country; there were but f~\\'" in Ettrope \vho 
aession of Congress? It incumbers the nation l_l!'ssessed abil itie~ equal to the undert:1king. 
with a heavy expense, \\"ithout rendering it any He said before~ that he kne,,· but one in . .-\.tnc­
service. For, if we can neither alter nor inl- rica, and believed there '\\'Cre not rnany to bt" 
prove t.he Secl"l'tary's plans, \V~ can onl}- con· found. 'rhese w~r~ his senttn\Pnt~ tJu.'n-. und 
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he had made no discovei"ies since that "·arranted 
a change of opinion. But perhaps the advocates 
of the bill are acquainted with a gentlen1an 
fit fo.. the business; if they are, it is tDore 
than he pl·etended to be, unless, as he said be­
fore, it was an honorable member of the Senate, 
lvho had 1nade tnot~e progress in acquiring a 
kno\vledge of this difficult science, than any 
other person he had heard of. 

He would not proceed on this subject, he­
cause the House had detet"mined to appoint 
such an officer. and thereby put an end to the 
l1ebate. By that vote, they supposed they could 
find a n1an equal to the tasl(; he hoped they 
migh_t, but he was really appt·eheosive of a dis­
ap~utttneilt, when he constdered the confused 
and en1barrassed state of onr public debts and 
accounts; however, he submitted to the voice 
of his country. 

The gentleman last up, said he, did me the 
honor of noticing lvhat I said ()ll a former occa­
sion; but I appeal to hitnself l\·hether my \VOr(ts 
were conveyed in the language of the bill. Did 
I advise any thing like thisr Has not the gen­
tleman sagacity enough to discover that my at'­
gulnents \Vent no further than this, that he \Vas 
the proper person to give information respecting 
the public revenues and expenses, the mode of 
collecting, and the probable remedy for abuses? 

But certainly, this House contains more infor­
n1ation relative to the pr·oper rneans of support­
ing the national credit, anti ho'v far our con­
stituents are capable of sustaining an increase 
of taxes, or which mode of assessment \vould 
yield 1nost satisfaction. Yet gentlemen pro­
pose to give the power of ad vising the liouse, 
in all these cases, to the Secretary of the 'rrea­
sury. It was ahvars my opinion, that there­
presentative body, from their sense of feel in~, 
was a better judge of taxation than any indivi · 
dual, ho\lrever great his sagacity, or extensive 
his means of information. 

The gentleman says, lve only give him po\ver 
to give information; that is "'hat I wish, but the 
clause goes further. Is digesting and reporting 
plans merely giving information? These plans 
'vill have to undergo the consideration of the 
House., I g•·ant; b11t they must have some in­
fluence coming from such high authority, and 
if they have this in any degree 'vhatever, it is 
subversi,-e of the principles laid do\vn in the 
constitution. 

rrhe geutle111all say~~ a bill is not originated 
until it has obtained tne sense of the House; 
\vhat is it then? 1,he bill now under conside­
ration has not obtained the sense of the House, 
yet I believe that gentleman himself conceives 
it to be a bill; he uses the term when he is 
speaking of it, and will hardly deny that it has 
originated. I think, sir~ \Vhene,·er the llouse 
order a comntittee to bring in a bill., or give 
leave to a n1ember to read one in his place, that 
by that order they originate the bill; and here 
it is that I am apprehensive of a diminution of 
our privilege. Hy this law you give the Secreta­
ry the right of u i~esting and repol'ting all plans, 

which is but anottLer W()rd for bills, for the 
tnanagement and itnprove1nent of the revenue, 
and supporting public cr·edit. To what an e&.­

tent these last words may reacb, I shall oof 
pretend to say; but certainly they may include 
the operations of more deparhnents than.. one. If 
the clause will bear the construction I have 
tn~ntion~t1, it is altogether unwarrantable. I 
Sal(]' I uaffered fi"Olll the gentleman with respect 
to the or·igin of bills, but perhaps tbis -phrase 
rnay be applicable to a bill on its pass~e;-aU 
bills, from the titne they are achnitted before the 
House, Hla:y ~e said to be on tl~eir passage; but 
they are or1gtnated, as I take 1t, at their intro­
duction. 

Mr. Frrzsn~toNs was not certain that he Ull'!IP 
dcrstood the obj~ctions_wh!ch were_rnade against 
the clause; but Jf he urd, lt was a jealousy aris­
ing frutn the power given the Secretary_to re­
port plans of revenue to the House. No gen­
tleman, he believed, had objected to his pre­
-paring a plan, and giving it in when it was caU­
e~ for. If this were the case, perhaps harmony 
might be restored to the comnnttee by changing 
the word report into prepat·e; he \Voultl there­
fore move that an1endment, in order to try the 
the &ense of the House. . 

Mr. !riAnisoN. ~fter hearl'ng and weighing 
the various observations of g;ntletnen, I am at 
a loss to see "'·here the danger lies. These are 
precisely the \vords used by the former Con­
gress, on hvo occasions, one in 1783, the other 
In a subsequent ordinance, which established 
the Revenue Board. The san1e power was also 
8f!nexed to the office of Supet·iutendent of 
Finance, but I never yet heard that any incon­
venience or danger was experienced from the 
•·egulation; perhaps, if the power had been 
n1ore fully and frequently exercised, it might 
have contributed more to the public good, 

'I'here is a small probability, though it is but 
sn~all ~ that an officer may derive a weight frorn 
th1s c1rcu•ustance, and have son1e degree of in ... 
tluence upon the deliberations of tlie Legisla­
ture; b':lt compare_ the danger likely. to result 
from this clause, with the danger and inconveni­
ence of not having \vell-formed and digestefl ~ 
plans, and we shall find infinitely more to ap­
prehend. Inconsistent, unproductive, and ex­
pensive schemes, will be more injurious to our 
con£tituents (han the undue influence which 
the well-digested plans of a \veil-informed of­
ficer can have. From a bad administration of 
the Government, more detriment \viii arise than 
from any other source. The want of informa­
tion has occasioned much inconvenience and 
unnece~sary burthens under some of the State 
Governt11ents. Let it be our care to avoid 
those rocks and shoals in our political voyage, 
which ha,?e injured, and nearly proved fatal to, 
many of our cotenlporary navigators .. 

A gentleman ha~ asked, what is. meant bx re .. 
spons1biJity? I \Vill answer him. 'fhere w11l be 
responsibility in point of reputation, at least a 
responsibility to the public opinion with respect 
to hiH alJilities;'and SUpposing there is DO per-
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sonal responsibility, yet \ve know that -men of 
talents and ability take as much care for the 
preservation of their repu tatiou as any other 
species 6f property of \Vhich they at·e po~sess­
ed.. If a superior degree of wisdom is expected 
to be displayed by them, they take pains to give 
proofs that they possess it in the o•ost unequi-­
vocal manner; tlns of itself wi II ensure us no 
small degree of exertion. 

With respect to originating monry llil1s .. the 
House has the sole right to llo it; but if the 
power of reporting plans can be construed to 
imply the power of originating revenue bills, 
the constitution is inconsistent with itself, in 
giving the President authority to recommend 
such measut9 es as he may think expedient or­
necessary; but the "onstruction is too unnatu­
ral to require further investigation. 

I have ad1nitted there is a stnall proballility 
of a s•nall inconvenience, but I do not think it 
any more an argument agn.insf the clause, than 
it would be an argument against having win­
dows in a house, that1t is possible the wind and 
the rain may get jn through the crevices. 

Mr. J_,tvERMORE expressed an apprehension 
that the clause originated frnn1 a clause in an 
ordinance of the fortner Congress; he found 
now he was not'mistaken; but he \vi shed gen­
tlemen to distingqjsh, in the manner he had at­
tempted to do, bet\veen propel"ties of this Con­
gress anti that, from which they might discover 
the impropriety of adopting it. 

He thought gentlen1en had sufficiently ex­
tolled the excellence of this office, and its ad­
vantages. He ren1etnbered that the ~rant of this 
f>O\Yer to the officer who formerly presi•leu at 
the head of the finances, had prouuced some 
morsels of this kind; the five pe•· cent. itnpost., 
a poll tax, and a land tax,. if his mernory served 
him right, were submitteu; how far these 'vere 
lik~ly to meet the approbation of the l J nion .. he 
did not say; but certainly one of them "·ould 
meet few patrons. Frotn this specimen, he c.Jid 
not form so favorable an opinion as so1ne gen­
tlemen expressed of the revenue plans, pre­
pared, digested, and repot~ted by a Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

Mr. PAGE added.. that ihe late Congress 
were obliged io submit their plans to the State 
Legislatures; consequently, the•~ \Vas less dan­
ger of undue influence. As this 'vas his princi­
pal fear, he would vote against every thing like 
gh .. ing him authority to brjng his plans before 
the House. 

Mr. LIVERMORE ileclared the anlcnt.I.nent 
propo~ed by ~lr. FlTZSIMo~s unsatisf:1ctory, 
and by no means reanoving the ground of cotn­
plaint. 

Mr. TucKER like\vise objected to the amend­
nlent, because its effect wouhl be precisely the 
san1e with the words standing in the bilL \Vhy, 
said he, should the Secretary be directed to 
P!epare plans, unless it is intended that the 
House should re~ularly call for thern? The 
vie\VS of the gentleman are to have a unifo•·•ni­
ly in 1he system of finance; IJut hou· c~1n this 

be effected, wifhout the plans are always brought 
before us? \\Thatever the House shall pr(tsume 
to do on independent principle~, may break in 
upon the ~ecretary':;; system, otw make him vary 
h1s propositions, in ortler to accommodate them 
to \Vhat \Ve have clone. If we must atlopt plans 
for the sake of unilonnify, we must adopt the1n 
at all ti•nrs, or lose our object. 

flo..,. e-ver useful it may be to obtain informa­
tion from this officer, I a1n by no mea us ro, .. 
rnaking it a 111atter of right in hitn to intrude 
his ad\·ice. I iHlnlif, irsforma1ion tnay at all 
times be acceptabte, but I think athp1ce shoulcl 
never corne but \Vhrn required. ~.\re \ve tn be 
advised on all OCGl.Sions, because we don,t kno\v 
when to require it? Are the rnetnbers of this 
House incapable of asking for assi!'ttance when 
they want1tr '\"hyhaYe\•le not aft"rot.terl rhe 
other branche~ of the Govern1nent~ as ""·ell as 
this Hnusc? \Vhy have \Ve not sa.rd that the 
Secretary of Foreign .A.ftilir~ should prepar(> and 
digest plans for the formation of treatie~, and 
report thetn to the Prrsident and ~enate, \\?ho 
are exclusively to _n1anage that co!•cernr ~rhe 
cases are exactly snniJar; hut \VP ttul not choo~e 
to offer the1n such an indignity. If it is right in 
one instance, it is equally so in e"·ery other. 
\Ve ou~ht to ha,·e giYen the Secretary at \\,. 8T 
an opportunity of exe•·cising his ingenuity ... in 
•levising plans of fortifications to sTrengthen 
our shot·es and harbors; \Ve ought, in el-ery case., 
where 've have to decit.le~ ap(X1int officer~ with 
the sarue ,·ie\v to aid onr deliberations, anrl, in 
fine, to perforn1 the whole duties for \Vhich 've 
\\'ere el ecteu. 

1\lr. HARTLEY expresse•l hirnself satisfied with 
the ametuhncnt proposed by ~lr. F1TZSI:\tON~. 

~lr. SToxE 'vas not af .. aiu of giving the of­
ficer the po"·er of reportin~ ptans, because he 
\Vas snre (~ongress would, in every case., deride 
upon their O\Vn judament _.\. future Congress 
\vou ld not pay sue~ a deference, even tn their 
predecessors~ as to foliO\\' in their footsteps, un­
less they 'vere convinced of the good policy of 
their measures. l{e thou,ght, if the Hou~c 
\Van ted tO rnakc U~e of fhe rnfornlation acquired 
by the Secretary, they ougt1t to gi"e hirn nnticr 
of their intention; con~equently, something of 
this k i n«l was pnlper in th~ bill. 

~11·. SHERMAN thought the principle held ur 
by thtt" clause, "·a~ ab5olutely necessary to be 
received. It \Vas of such a nature as tu f(}rr~ 
itselF upon Lhem; therefore it was in vain to at­
telnpt to elude it by subterfuge. It was fl\\·ing 
to the gee at abil itit's nf a financier. thal Fran ct~ 
had been ahle to 1nake the exertions ,,.e l\·-ere 
\vitne~es of a fe\\' yea•-s ago, ·without einbarJ\\S~J 
ing the nation. 'rhis able man, aft~r consider .. 
ably in1proving the national revenue. \Vas dis­
placec..l; but such \\'1\S the importance of the 
officer,. that he has been reston"u again. 

'rhc honorable gentletnan, St'l.id he, from South 
Carol ina, ()1r. 'fucKF.R,.) has asked why \Ve (lid 
not 1nake a si1nilar provision in the cas~ of the 
Departn1ents of lt''oreign Aftai~, and of \\-ar,. to 
as~ist the P.-~sit.lent- If he had consulted the con -

j 
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stitutioo, he would have found it unnec(lssary, 
because it is there made the duty of the heads of 
departn1ents to ans\ver the inquiries of the Pre­
sident in writing. It is the proper business of 
d1is House to originate revenue law&; but as we 
want inforntation to act upon, 've must procure 
it where it is to be d., consequently \Ve luust 
get it out of this o cer, and the best way or 
doing so, must be by making it his duty to bring 
it forwat"d. 

I do not contend for a \Vord; if the spirit of 
the clause is retained, l atn satisfied. 

Air. BALnw-rs. I do not see 1vhat \Ve are 
guarding against by striking out the words, un­
Je58 gentlen1en mean to go so far as to Introduce 
a prohibitory clause, anil declare U1at the Se­
cretary uf the 'freasury shall be restrained 
from digesting or prepatwing plans for the im­
provement of the revenue. (f there is any evil 
in having_ him attend to this branch of the bu­
siness, I cilJlnot see how to avoid it. Suppose the 
officer is a bad man, and there are others like 
hitu in this House, (for this must be what the 
gentlen1en are afraid of;) and suppose he has 
prepared a sche1ne fotw peculation, \vhich he 
hopes to get adopted by making dupes of the 
honest part; how are you to liinder it from 
being bt·uught fot·\\·ard? Cannot his friend~ in­
troduce it as their O\VD 5 by n1aking and ~econd­
ing 3. motion ror that purpose? " 7i1l you re· 
strain hitn fro1n having access to the tnembers 
out of doors? ... \nd cannot he infuse his dan­
gerous and specious argunlents and information 
into them as \\Tell in the closet, as by a public 
and official comtnunication? But, l\ft·. Chair­
Ulan, can this House, or if it can, \viii it, Jlre­
vent any of their cnnstituenfs ft·onl bringing 
before thetn plans for the relief cf grievances 
or oppre;isionsP Every individual of the com­
n1uuity can bring businesg before us by petition, 
n1en1orial., or re1nonstrance, provided it be 
done in a deceut n1anner. Ho\V then do you 
propose to restrain the Secretary of the Trea-

.... 
sury~ 

I think th~ clause is ,·ery \\-ell as it stand~, 
and shalL therefore be against the amend· 
uient. 

\lr·. PAGE's nlotion fur striking out the -clause 
being put ancl negatived: -

·rhe ques,tion on ~Ir .. lt,ITZSilloss~s motion to 
arnend the bill, IJy striking out the \vord report, 
and inserting prepare, \Vas taken and carried by 
a great 1najority .. 

-~fter which the House adjourned. 

FRIDAY, June 26. 
....-\ uumber of the metnber~ attendiug the in­

terestin!; conference wh1ch to-day took )ilace 
u·ith the Senate on the impo5t and tonnage bills, 
no uusiness n·as uone in this House. 

SATURDAY, June 27. 
1""1te en_P.rossed bil1 fot~ e~tablishing the Depart­

nlent of \'\1 at· 'vas read the third titne., pa~sed, 
anrl &ent to the Senate for its concurrence. 

REVENUE BILL. 
' ' ' 

M l". BouDINoT., from the mauagers on the 
part of this House in the collference with the 
Senate, on the subject of the amendments to 
the Impost bill, reported that the conference 
had agreed to pass the bill as amended by the 
Senate, with sotne additional amendments, viz.: 
the duty on distilled spirits of Jamaica proof, 
to be reduced from fifteen cents to ten cents 
per gallon. "fhe duty on all otbet· spidts. to 
be reduced fron1 t\velve to eight cents per gallon. 
"'fhe duty on"beer., ale, porter, or cid~r., i1n~•·ted 
in casks, ft·ont eight to five cents pet· galion. 
The duty on beer imported in bottles, from 
twenty-five to twenty cents per gallon.. The 
duty on coal, fron1 th1·ee to t\VO cents pe•· 
bushel. 

TONNAGE BILL. 

Mr. Bouni:SOT reported furtl11r with respect 
to the "fonnage bill, and the House agreed to the 
Senates amelJdtnent, in the third section, where­
by foreign vessels are allo\YPU to carry goods 
coashvise, upon paying fifty cents per ton at 
each entry. 

And in the first section, whereby all ships 
built \vithin the United States. and afterwaril.s 
sold to foreigner5, pay t\venty ·cents per ton at 
each entry less lhan if such vessel had been 
built iu a foreign country. ·· 

'I' he House then took up the amend rnent 
pr·oposed to strike out the clause discriminating 
between the tonna~e of ~·essels belonging to na­
tions in treaty, ana those not in t•·eaty. 

On this clause it \Vas obsei"ved by Mr .. MA­
nxso~, that nothing had been ur·cred at tbe con­
ference, by the n1ana~et .. s on t~e part of the 
Senate, in favor of tlus an1end1nent~ but what 
had been repeated over and ·over again, by the 
opponents to the claus.e, in its original fonn in 
this llou~e. But it was not contended by the 
Senate, that the principle \Vas imprope•~; so fa1· 
front it, tl1ey thought SOUle tneasure of a sin1iJar 
tendency to be necessary, and were inclined 
to take the subject up, \Jut on a tlitlerent seal~, 
and to extend it furthe1· lhan the House bad 
hitherto contetnplated. lie had, however, sou1e 
doubts whether it would not be tnore prudent 
to adopt the moderate style of the biH, than 
apply to rasher expedients; if the end could 
be attained, 'vithout departing frotn the prin­
ciples of rnodet·ation, it \vould redound to the 
honor of the Governn1ent; but, at all events, 
it \Vas prudent to begin with tneasures of this 
te1nper; if they "·ere found ineffectual, it might 
then be tin1e enough to attetupt more coercive 
regulations. For lhese reasons., he was in favcn" 
of the ui ll as it stoocl, 'vi thou t the Senate "s 
anteud lnen t 

'fherc was another circumstance that had 
considerable '"'·eight on his n1ind; it \Vas uni­
versally admitted, that sotnething ou~ht tu be 
done this session, both fot· the iligntty of the 
United States, arul to ans\Vel' the high expec­
tation or the people; but if the proposed dis­
ct•itnination be relinq ui:!!he(l, thet·c is I i ltle pro-
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bability of any other plan being adupteu, 
inasmueb as the time of both Houses \viti b~ 
folly occupied in organizing the Government, 
and cannot, withonf snme inconvenience., be 
diverted to any other object. Yet, if it should 
so happen, that the plan proposed by the Senate 
can be gone through, the Jaw n1ay contain a 
cla.use fur repealing this part of the 'l'oonage 
bill, and no inconvenience will al'ise,. 

Mr. LAWRENcE presunted, if the question 
was not carried for striking out the discrimi­
nating clause, the bill would be lost; and as it 
was a rnatter of great consequence in the scale 
of revenue, he wished to show the part he took, 
and would call for the yeas and nays, if he \vas 
supported. 

Mr. VINING declared., with tnuch decision., 
that he would rather the bill should ue lost 
than passed without a discriminating clause. 
lie had listened to the arguments used at the 
conference yesterday, with the greatest atten­
tion~ and a mind open to conviction, and hat.l 
discov~red th11t the- good of the country re­
quired the absolute adoption of the principle. 
He was by no means actuated by rcsentn1ent to 
Ba·itain for her former usage; she had pursueu 
what she took to be her interest; anrl we, as an 
indepenuent nation, have a right to do the san1e. 
He hoped a majority of this Honse would join 
with the voice of their constituents, anu contend 
for discrin1ination to the last. 

-Mr. JACKSON had also attended the confer­
ence, and with a di&position siruilar to that de­
clared by the honorable gentle1nan from Dela­
ware, (Mr. VINING,) but his convictions \-vere 
directly the reverse. 'rhe propoaed disct~nli­
nation would irritate the nation against \Vhom 
it is ain1ed, without being of any service to us. 
He thought the idea a 1nistaken one., though 
several States had adopted it- 'fhe State he 
represented, s.mong the rest, punuetl this plan 
ef increasing the shipping; but he was hold to 
say, that not a single French vessel had been 
induced to cotne to Geo1·gia, in con~equence of 
the favot• 8hown thenl by the uiscritni nation; 
but the planter bad paid the additional itnpost 
on all lh~ Briti~h shipping they ernployet.l. He 
apprehended the sarne consequences lvou ld re­
sult froln this clause, an<l the1·eforejo!ued with 
the Senate in striking it (_,u t. 

Mr. FITZSIMONs llid not tnean to go into any 
ment on this subj(lct, but he thought 1t 

ry for the United ~tates to n1ect the 
regulations of Britain \vith other regulations; 
for that reason he \vished the bill to p:!S5 as it 
went frotn the House; b-ut if the Senate, or 
any other rnenlbet· of this flou!Se, thought pro­
per to co1ne tot·ward with a 1nore clrectual 
plan, he would give it hi~ support, and theu 
repeal this part of the present bill. Yet he 
8hould be extrenlely sorry to lose the I.Jill, as it 
\\yas es~entia[ to the n1ercantile interest in the 
United States; for \Vithout the bill, English 
ships would pay no more duty than our own. 

Mr. SHERMAN wa~ \veil convinced there \vas 
a 1~ rge and decided tnajority in both tluases, 

and that it 'vas the universal voice of the 
Union, that Arnerica should tn~t con1mercial 
restrictions with cornmercial restrictions; but 
there n1ight be some disagreement about the 
best way t(J eftect this point. He did not think 
it the voice of the people that Congress should 
lay the coinmerce of a nation under disadvan­
tages, tnet·ely because we had no treaty with 
tlu~n•. It could not appear a solid reason in the 
1ninus of g~ntlemen, if they considel'ed the 
subject carefully; therefore it was not the pro .. 
per princip]e for the Governm~nt to act upon. 
Ife would mention one that appeared to hirn 
more equitable, namely, Jay a hea,·y duty 
upon all ~nods coming fro!n any ro:t or terri­
tot·y to \Vhlch the l'e~~ls of lhe ( . n1ted States 
are denieu acce::.s; this would strike directly 
at objectti \\ hi~h the l1onorable gendenran had 
in view., \\ i thou t glanciHg upon other ports tu 
which u·e are allowed access. 

Mr. Ltv EltMOR:f: approved the bill as it went 
up originally; but since the1·e was great danger 
of losing it by persi~iug in the discritnination, 
he \Vould accetle to the Senate's ameudrnent, 
hoping that so1nething nlore effectual n1ight be 
fallen upon; in the mean time, he consoled him­
self with ·the atlvantage th~ atne~c.lment pro­
cured to the revenue, for 1t was Intended hy 
the House to charge our allies but thirty cents 
per ton, whereas the Senate ha,·e set the1n all 
equal at fifty cents per ton. 

~fr. ~1ooaE favored the principle of discri­
mination, but feared if it were laid on tonnage, 
it \Yould operate unequalJy; those States paying 
n1ost \Vbo employed the greatest quantity of 
foreign shippin~-

~lr. GooouuE proposed to let the Tonnage 
bill lie on the table, in ot·der to give the Senate 
an oppor-tunity of originating a bill on the sub­
ject of discrinlination, \vhich the Comn,ittce of 
Conference had informed them was in contenl­
plation. If the House conseutcd to thi~, they 
tnigh t have their choice of the bvo schetnes, 
an(t prefer the most eligible. 

Mt". ~~A DISON aureed to this expedient, 
though he douhted if any thing bettt!r could be 
procured. He should regret Lbe Ju~s of the 
bill, br1t he \\rould be extretuely sorry to give 
up the ptrint. 1,he llouse had r;hown a spirit 
of accornn1ot.latinn by giving up the tJi,.crinlina­
tiou in the lrnpost bill on brandy and spirits; 
and he beheved it \Vas on the p1·inciple of ad­
bet in~ tnore firmly to it in the bill no\v before 
the1n: he hupctl, therefore! if the que~tion was 
takei1 .. that they \voultl decide the point as they 
had hitherto t.lone. 

'fhe quesrion l\1lS put, by consent .. on 1\lr. 
GooDHUE·s proposition for letting the bill lie 
on the table; \Yhich being rejected, 

The nlotion for agrccinp with the Senate be­
ing about to be taken, ~lr. l,A\VRENCE with­
dre\V his call f~Jr the yeas and tHly~; "·hereupon 
it was decided in the usual ruanne1·; and there 
\vere t \Yenty-five in favor of the u1ution, and 
tll~enty-six against it. So the que~tion \Vas lost. 

Adjourned, 
• 
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l\lo~nAv, June 2~. th~t they partakeofajudiciaryqualit_y as \veil as 
.A. petition fron1 \rillintn Finnit~,dt\pufyquar- taxccutive; pcrl1ups the latter obtnins in the 

t ~rma~tcr ~encra.! iu the Southern J)cpartrnent greate~t tll'grce. 'l'he principal dutr seems to 
durin,g the latl' war, "'a:.5 rt\nd, praying a rcitn- lJc deciding upou the Jawfulucss an(. justice of 
hurseuteut of nloneys cxpendt·d by hiu1 in the the clainl!; aud accounts subsisting between the 
pu ul ic service. ()rde•·ed to 1 ie on the tau 1 e. t: u it ed S la tt·s aud part icu la1· ci ti7.ens: this ·pa·r­

!\lr. (iuoDHUE,. frmn the corntuittl'C to "ho1u takt·s ~t rong1y of the judicial character, and 
lhc collection bill \\'(}:; COllltUitted, rt'ported~ liH'I'C lilt\)' U~~ strong rea~ons \\'hy an officer of 
1hat the conuniltt~e had pn.lparcd au entire ue\\' this kin<l :-,hould uot hold .his office at the plea­
.bill as an atnPndtnent and sub!-'titute to 1hc ~ure ur the C\l'rntiYe branch of the (~overn­
fonner Ollt', \\'hich \\'aS read_ nnd ordered to oe illCHI. I iUU inclined to think that \Ve ought 
cconunitted to «t Conuuittee of the whole. to ~ou~ider l1iln ~otn~thin,!!; in the light of an 

1\ lllt~ssa~c frotn th<~ Senate iuf(1nue(l the arbitrator lH.!t \\ l~~n the p1lUiic and individuals, 
l~ou~e that th<>y agree to tht~ a 1 nendnu.•nt~ pro~ and that he ougl1t to ho!d his office by such a 
posed by the llousc to the Senate':-; atnerul- tl'nure as will ·n1ake hitn rcspon:;iulc to the 
tnents to the llnpost uill. public generally; then a~ain it ~nay l>c thought,. 

l\·1 1'. ScoT'I' UlOVC(I (o take up the report or Oil the other si(h•., that some persons ought to be 
-.the coullnittcc appointed to .consider and report authuri1.cd ou behalf of the indi"-ic..lual, witlt 
.the :-:,tate uf the unappropriated lands ill the fiH~ u~ual liberty of rcf(~ rring to a third ,person., 
\Vc . .;tern rf crritory, ob~er\·ing to the liousc (hat iu ca~e of di~).a<~rtetnent, which n\ay du·o"' some 
~he 'f'rl"asury uill ClllOraced Lhtt; rnaUer, and he CIIJUan:asstl\Cllt in the way of the first idea. . 
\Vi~hcd tJ1e~H to ha,·e the \rhole subject fairly 'Yh;1terer, ~1r. (~hainnnn, •nay be tny opl· 
1)l•fnre then• .. so us to counect it in a ~ati~factorv ninn wilh respect to the tenure by which an 
llHllli·H~ r. ' .. t.!xccutive ofliccr tnay hold lti~ office according 

~lr. Bt::\St~ wi~hed the bu:-;i, 1css of thP to the 111caning of the constitution, I an\ ve_ry 
'"'e~teru ·rcrritory to lie over till. the 'l'reasul'y well satistied" tJJat a tn?diticatiun by the l .. t:g•s-
~ill was f;;Ulle through. '~atl!~"? tuay t!t~.;.e place u1 such as part~kc of the 

l\lr. SI:OG\\~ Ie l' re:nin ~ h-' 1 1 J:entle1uen, that ~ndlCic~l9uaiJtlcs, and t.hat th~ h~~!slah·ve po\ver 
1l1eir attenti,>n had bPt ll Ci:lle<.f' (o 1he t.l'easury 1~ ~;.ullic1ent to c.~tublr~h tlus ofhcc. on s~ch .a 
bu~iness last, aud it \rou1tl be lJ ~ :-;t to Hui~h it [out1ng <~S to an~\vcr the purposes for \\'htch 1t 
l>clorc they "·enl upon fre .... h nl:ltt~r. ~~ pr~:scnb~d.. . . 

\ ·\ ·1th tlus , .. 1ew he would tnoYC a J)rOJ)O~llJon, 
TIU•:.AS L~ HY U EPAHT.\li~NT. to be inserted in the uill; it \\'a~ that the Cotnp-

i\-Ir. ~COTT's IUotiuu b~iug UP~(i.tived~ tl1e troller shoultl hold his oHicc during -----­
llouse \VCilt info a Cotntnittce or thl' whole~ years., unless SOOJl(_)r I'Cl\\0\'Cd by tl1e PJ'(~~ident: 

. ~~ ... 'fxt~IBt:J .. J_, in the chair, ()fl lhc 'l'rea:-;ury he will ahvays ue dependent upon the I~egis-· 
L1ll. latu re., by n."ason of th~ power of i lnpcnchn1ent; 

()a n~r.tion of ~'lr. Vu,L~u, the follou·iug Uilt ·he n1ight uc 1nade ~tillrnon~ so, when the 
~'onls \\'ere struck uuf, hcing part of (he pow-:_ I louse tooK up the Hafary biJI.. l-Ie \vnuld hav<' 
~n; as~igued to the Secretary ol' the 'freasury, the person re·appointaulc at the expit·ation of 
... , to curHJuct the ~ale of the la-1-!ds belonging to the tenn, unless be \Vas disqualified by a. ~on­
- ~he t;nitrd States, iu ~uch a ll)alHlcl· . .a-s l1~ shall Yi~tion on an itnpcaclunellt befot'e the Senate; 
~e by law ~lirt'Ctcd;'' aral at'tcrwartls thc_!;C \'Verc uy tlliS lllCclliS the Cotuptroller \"vOIJlU tx~ucpcnd­
Jnscrtcd~ '~.to ext\cute s1:1ch :;t-~ i·vi-c(~S re:;pt~c1illg enl upou the President .. because he cnn be 

. .the sa~c ol the lands or the LT n i ted ~tate~, as n~1noved uy hinq he ,,.iII oe dependent u pou. 
;rnay IJy law Ul~ rt.•(}Uired or hilla.~' the Seuaf(.', becau~c tiley tunst eonsrut to his 

I\'1 r. BuRKE gave 110{ i-re ll~itt he lneaut (o elecliou fo.r everr tl'nn of years; au <I he \ViU 
Lring iu a claus~ lo be 'ahled l\.) t!1c I.Jill (o pn~- bP dt'Pl'll.den t u pou thi:; 11 ouse, through the 

·veut any of the pcnmus appointcll to t~x ;.~c ute luc.·:Jl:O, of Hllpeaclllncnt, and the po\ver "'c shaH 
-the oHice:;_ cr.l'ated l'J this LJill (rout lwiu~ di- re:->l'rve o\·er hi!-; ~alary; by \\'hich. Hle~·lns \\'C 
t·l·clly or •udarecll} coucerncd 1n comtuerce~ shall effectually secure the uepcndcucc of this 
-<>r in specul~lliug in the puulic fuuds, uuder a ofliccr upon the {iovernnlcnt. ]Jutrnaking hin1 
~1igh pcualty, aud heing <.leeuu~d .~uilt.)' of a high tllu~ thoroughly depl·ndeut, 'votdd rnake it ne-

~ :(:l'iiiH~ or 1ni~denu:anur.. ces!--ary to ~ccure his i1·npartiality, 'vith respect 
~Jr .. .:\'lArnso~ ouserve(l, that the eonuniUee t<.) .the iudividual. 'J'his 1nigl~t be e_frected by 

~md _g!~Uc thruugl.t the hill \Vithout rnakin~ artJ ~IVUJg any pen;ou., whu coucet'd.'d 1utn:self au .. 
Jlroxt:slOl! re~,;pecttlig the tenure IJy which ille ~rieved" a ri-ght to petition the Suprctne Cota7-t 
(~otuptrull er is to hohl his oHicc. Ii e thought it J(u· red res~, and they ~hou ld l>c cmpowe.retl tu 

, \vas a point worthy nf cnn~:dt~ration" and do right therein; tlti~ wiJl euable the indi·vidual tu 
\Vuul~, tuerefure"' ~ulJlnit u few ol>set·\··ations carry his cla.int before an independent tribunaL 
up•.>n 1t. ..-\ provisiou of this kind exists ill two of the 

It \\·ill be nece:o;~ary, ~aid h<'., to con~i<ler the tJuited States at this ti1ne., and is tuuntl to an .. 
tl.ature of. t.his office, to enao\c US to COillC to a ~\\'Cr a VCl".}' good purpose. Jle tneutioned this, 

: •·•ght .tlecJslon ou the S'Jujecl; in analyzing its that !!;cntleJnen 1ni•~ht not thiilk it alto«ether 
· pt·opertics, " 'e !;hall e,:sily discover they are not noveL 'l"he cotnlniltee., he bopt~tL.l\,.ouldtakca 

fJurely of an executive i1ature. It seem3 to tne 1 liUie tirue to exe:uuiue the idea. , 
..:.j \) ..... 
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M1·. SToi'E thou~ht it necessary to have tirne rect prn~~ecution~ f()r deliruLLJ(:\ncies; he is 
all oweu t!le cou1 ul-i t ~ce for co.nsideri~1g the pro- prrser,·e the puolic aecouu t~ ... 1 o counfersigt 
position; &twas pcr!ectly no,·cl to hun~ an(r he \\·arrant:-., and to report to the Secn .. ~tary. 'fhe 
dal·ed to say the satnc of' n1any other me1nbcrs; arc i1nportaut exe<:utiYe duties, and the ma 
but, at the first vie'"' he thought he [oiaW seve- who ha~ to peri(}J"Il) the\n ought, he thought, 
ral objection~ to it • .:\s the (~0111ptrollcl· \Vas a.n ue (h~p\'lHieut UJJOII the Prrsid·ent. 
!nfcrior offi~t·r, his appoint~ne~t lnight be ve::;ted l~e ditl u_o~ [Jleall, uy what he sa.id, t? give 
111 th.c President uy the l.rt',~tSlaturc; but, ac- deculetl Op!rJIOJJ, out lnerely tu suggest for con 
conhng to the (letennination which had a) ready 1 ~ide1·atiou some tloubts which had urisen j 
taken place, it dld not nece~sarily follo'v that his n1ind ~ince the subject \vas introduceJ. 
he should have the power of (listni~-~al; a11d ~Ir. Bt:::-.:~o~ did not like the object of ti.Le 
before it \\·as gi ,·ru, its propriety ou~h t to be 1n ot ion, l>ec au~'-' it" as .. in so1ne measure~ setti n 
upparent. lie did not kno\v \\·hethc1· the oflicc af1()at the '-lUe-sti(Jn which had already bee 
~hould be held during gond bl'ha\·ior, as the carried. 
gcntlctuan propo~e,l; l(n: if it was iuteudt•d to liP \\·i~.hed there naig[•f. he som~ Cl'rtaiufy irr 
be held during a tcnn of yt~ar~. and theu the knowiug what was the teUui·e of ofliccs; h 
~ftic~t· to be _re~appoiutcd, i.f he had not been lhou .~hl they wcr~ \Vl'll fixed.no\v,. i.f n~,thing_ 
CO.IlVICtCll on ltnpeachnlent, If would Ue tatlta- tllore was done \\llh tin~ quc:")tiOil. fheJUdges.· 
tnount to holding it during aH tht• titHe he Ul> hold tiH:irs durin~ good helnn·ior·, as established 
haved \Yell. l3ut he thougt1Latl olliccr:o;,except by the rorJstitu·tHlU; aH olher~, ,Juring plea­
the judges, ~hould hold 1 heir <,fiice:o; ,(uri ng sun.'. I I e w a~ afraid th.a t t be preseu t a not iuh 
pleasul'e. 1-I~ (llso thought it unneces.5cu y to 1 \\·ou ld lt'c.ul to a difll.·n:nl <c:orJstruction froln !he 
considet· the Con"lptrol!er as. a)nd .~(·~ at~tl gi,·e .. j nne la!~ly adopted; b~ de' ice~ or l. bi~ kiutl~ he: 
by an express fla 1.JSe 111 th.e bdl, a rrght to thl' apprl'heuded dw Ll'bl:--lature llH~ht overthrow ; 
conlphtinant to nppeal fnun his d l't: isiou. l.le 1lu· (.'XecutiYc po\\' t~r; he ,..,·o~ld thercl'urc vote / 
Ctlnsidcred this a:: the rit;ht of every tnau, upon 'tgt~in:;t il, if it were uo·t withdt·awn. · 
the principle~ of c<,llHnon l:nv~ then'forc ~ecur-1 ~lr. ~1Anr~,u~ di(r not t\i~h a dect~iou lHI the .. 
ing it by the ~tatute would l>L~ a work of :-;upl)r- ; ~ubject, fnrther than ~cntlc1uen w~~r~. prcpar~d. ·: 
cro,gation. I \\ .. hcu I Wi\S up before, S«!id ta~, J eudea"ur- · 
. ~It· .. SluT_n, uf So~th Caroli11a, appn~' ed. the I <:d to ~ho\\' .that the nattu:e of rhi:-, oHi<:e diflt·red .i 
ulea of haYlli~ the Ct)lllp{roller app;nnted tor a! fronl the \J{ller~ upon winch the llou~e ~~-~due-~ 
litnited 1~tn(\.bnt thought during that ti1ne lu: ... i cided; and, conseqiH~utJy, tl1al a nlodlfh:atioJt~ 
ou~ht to be ind(:petulent .of _the J~X('CU~ivr~ in ! 1~1i~ht ta!,e _ pla_ce, without _intcrferi11 ;~ '' jt.h the .! 
order that he llHght not t>e 1ntluenccd by that! former dt!-ttlnctHIIl; so that 1l cannot be ~au.J we' 
branch of the Govl·rntnent liJ his deci~iun~. l depart frotn th<.' ~piril of the cou.,titulion. ! 

.:\1r. SEDG"'ICK did not ri~e to OJ•po:-,\.~ tiH' I ~e\'eral ar~llinCllt~ Wt're addured to :-how the 1 
tnt.'nsul·c, but to sug.gest sou1e doubt~ of ~l:-\ (~f- ~ Ext'Cnti,·e ~lap;istrate had constittlliorH.dly ;~a· .. 
fects. 'fhe tir:-'t ,.,·as, as tnenti(,ned by the geu-; ri .~ht 1o renlo\· t~ subt~rdinate nflicer:"i at Jlleii~'UIT .. < 
\lt'nlaU fnun \Iarylaud, (~1r. ~ ·ro:\E,) rhat the j :\ .moil .!; other:'. it w;:s ur~ed, with ~onL~ foH:l',' 
f)flice·r \Vould hold hi:-i ofiicc by the linn teu~re ! that 1hr:-e o:Jict•rs wer~ Bll'rcl_v to a~~i~l hiu~ 
uf gond l>t~ha,·i t~ J"t \naslnufh ns he was to\)~,.~ t·c- iu the perfonnan<:.e of dutie:;, \\hit h.., fruut the 
nJlpointed at the expiratio11 uf the tir~t tenn, nalure (sf' IU~tn, he (onld nut t•xc~L:Ie '-Yitl~uul 
~ucl ~ -~on.. 1hcn1, all hough he had an ~.II ! (}Ul'~hunablc n~ltt 

l\ll·. MADISO~ br~ged the ~entlcll\Cll \\'ould I to du thetn if lte were &able; out 1 CJUe:-,tion 
CXCU·SC hirn fot· thi:-; interruption,. UHt he Stl~- ~ YCry rnuch whether he ((11'1 t;r <.H!giJt to lt4:\'e 
pee ted he \VL~s tnisappt·c!lend<\d; he ~aid _the ! '~ny interfer.Pnce ~~l O~t~. st~tt:i11g '!lid adju~:ti~l::4 
olliccr ~hould be re-np;>Ointnblc at the c'\ptra~ . the l(·~nl c!\uln s (if 111\~I'·Hiuilb il;!alil~t tht• '- lllt­
tion of the ferlll not re·appointcd. . i e~l.8\at.e~. 'f\n~ JI L'C \:'~Sary C:'\4lllliD<: t ion i:llH_l de-

:\J r. SEDCH\'ICl\ nckno\\' l<~d,~nl hP ha<l ll\l ~ un ·· 1 Cl~'l:lll Jn -,uch ra ~c~; parfakL~ t o :) Hl•.H:h ol rhc 
dcr~tood the ~\!llli(\Inan: but, as he h•:d ! t<lW j judi< iaJ G.~paci:y to bt• oleild~d \"tilh the t'X(~(.'tl­
expt~inct_l hitll:-il'lf', he did .not ~t~'·' th•ll IIH~ l'ro~ f tiY~ ..... I. tlo not ~ay .rhe ol.lice i~ (•_ilin.~ r .c.xt>ruli\o·e 
p~,~it1on ciune up to the 111ten1wn he had L'X - · 1:r Judl\.·lal; 1 1hwk tt ratf.H~r di~flnct iroto both. 
pre~:o;cd: so far fr( ; lU 1nakiu~ hiln indl'pl'lldl'!lt, ~ 1\:ou~h it pa1·IL!kes of' each, nud theref\>re ~Ollie 
as a judg:e ought t,, be, il !"'ubjer.t(·d hi1n fo 1non• ; 1uodillcatinn .. accontnlodated to ihu--.'e cin:u1H ·· 
subonli1iation 1han any oth er oHicc.:r. : ~fall('L'~ .. ought to fake phice. i \'.· ou~d, there-

lie also conyeivcd that a l~"Lajority of the 1 fo.re, n1~~kc the uH1cer rt> ~ pllll:'!~ule to e\·ery pai·t 
Ilousc had dt~rld<'d that all n{hcers conren:cd 1 ul lht• (:Jn\· t~nuucnt. 
1n cxernti...-c hu:-iincs:; ~hould depend upcn the Surely tl:e l~e~i~Lt!ure ha\-<! the r;ghLto lin1ii. 
\\'ill of the Prl'~i<leut i(H· the:r continuance in tlu· ~aLny of auy cllicer; if tlH'Y ha\\~ tlsi~, and 
offi{·e; and with ~ood rciHH>n, for thl'y were fh(' : the po\\'l'l" of c~tabli~hill~ oflir•·s l~t \li~crt·Lion~~ 
(~yes anti arn\s ,of the r!riucipc~l ::\lagistraty, ti _H.~_ it _can ne~~CI be Stid 1J.1at,. lJy ri1niti1.1~ I he teriUI e 
i.n~tnnnent~ o( ("XC(.utron. ~ow the ofhce nf , of an ufHce, we dt2Y1se St"hc1n.e:; Jor the O\ ' (\r ­

C~nnptrolkr ~eetnec! to uear a strcang -~n1uity t o! thro_\\' of ll:l' l'Xt'C ~ttive ckparlU \I.' Hl. . . '· 
1h~s hrn11ch ot 1he t.overrunenl. lle 1~ to prn~ II ,?;l~ntll::ucrl w11l t:onsull tiH~ lrue sp1nt :liH~ 
'\' i d e f( )I" I h e I' p g u I ill. a n d p u n c ( u a I r ,\ r tn c ll t () f . s r ( j Ji l' 0 f t II l' c Cl tl ~ t i tln i 0 n. tl H-' y '\ i II p ~ I I' h a p ~ n ll d. 
all H\OIH·r~ \rhi~h tHit)" h() folh.·ctl'd'l and to di-! l! i )' pn,p\J. ... }Iinn:"' IPil :-u obtt~i.:'-,it'll"' ~l:; s.:rne ~(\'Hl 

• -
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to think. I did not bring it forward for imme­
~tiate de.cision; I am vet·y \Villing to let it lie over 
for further consideration. 

The comtnittee rose and reported progt~ess, 
after 'vhich the House adjourned. 

TuE5DAY, June 30. 
TREASURY DJ.:p ART~IENT. 

The Honse again \~tent into a. Committee of 
the -y,·hole on.Jhe bill establishing the ·r.'easury 
Dep:~rtment't ~fr .. TRt:)lBL"~LL in the chair. 

~~ r. ~f -" nisox lvithdrew the proposition which 
he yesterday laid UIJ9n the table;and M1·. URKE 
introduc~d his additional clause, 'vhic 1, afte•~ 
some alteration and addition proposed by )Jr .. 
fi'ITZSJMONs and otl1ers, was made part of the 
bill. 

1 .. he committ~ then rose, and reported the 
bill~ with the propo;ed amendments, 'vhich \\"el~ 
urtlered to lie on the table. 

\\~EDNESDAYt July I. 
....... r-RE .... \.SURY DEPARTMENT. 

rfhe House toak up the report of the Colntuit­
tee of the \\'hule on the bill establishing the 
Treasury Department; when the se\'eral pro­
posed antendments were agreed to. and the bil1 
,.,·as ordered to be engros8ed for a third reading. 

TONNAGE BILL~ 
-

.. A. 1ness~e wa~ receiYed fron1 the Senate, in-
fonning the House that they had concurred 
"'~ith the House in an_ amend anent., (by which the 
u·oa·ding of the bill \Vas solnewhat altered~) but 
that tht·.r adher~d to their atnenument for strik­
ing out the dj;ct·imination in fa \"Of of the ship­
pin~ of our allies~ aod against others. 

1: .. he House proceeded to the consideration of 
the said m~ssage. 

~Jr .. 8HER).{AS observed,. that the House hall 
the ultimatum of the Senate; therefore, all that 
renutined u·as fur !he House to decide. 

~Ir. PAGE ol\·ned this to be a necessary bill., 
but nece.:;sary as it \vas .. he \\-ould sooner lo.se it 
than renounce the doctrine contained in the 
conte~ted clause. ... 

~lr. FITZSI~Ioxs sa\\ .. , if the House persisted 
any furthero: that the bill \vould be lost; from a 
kno\\·Jedge uf this fact, he \\-as induced to adopt 
the Senate's arnendn1ent; but he ]eft then1 to 
ans"'-er for the consequences to their constitu­
cnts and to the "·orld. If gentlemen \vould 
take a res.trospective view, they would see that 
the Hou~e hat.l done all that was incumbent 
upon then1 to carry a 111easure through, \vhich 
they conc~ived to be essential to the national 
intere~t; they had insisted upon their determi­
nation; they had adhered to their opinion; and 
now they \\·ere reduced to the alternative of 
losing the bill, ur foregoing their sentirnents. In 
th\5 dilemma, he thought it best to acc.cde to the 
proposition of the Senate, because the provision 
\vhich this.uill contained was all that the me•·­
cantile interest got for the sacrifices they had 
n1adf:\ in th~ I 1n po~t bil f. 'I' hey certainly rxpect-

... - ~ I' 

ed sotne advantages from an~tber Jlll:l"t of ~hf! 
system, when they assented to pay a\l.the dn:be& 
in advance- by way of impost. · -· -~ 4. 

Mr. VINING hoped, as the gentlemen _ had 
stood firm in three trials upon tfiis pointagainst 
the Senate, they would ~rsevere to the end. 
lie sa1d it would be committing the djgn.Uy of 
the House to recede from an opinion they had 
so often solemnly declared, wtthout any new 
argun1ent being offered against them. But was 
it tl'ue, that nothing could be done if the bill was 
lost? Could not the subject be taken up in an­
other, or might not the bill lie over for two Qr 
three weeks, in 01·der to compare it with the 
discrimination intended by the Senate~ But if 
the decision now took place, he hoped it would 
be as heretofore., otherwise it might be consider .. 
ed that the House was under the government 
of the Senate, and adopted their opinions with­
out arguments being olfered to convince their 
ju~gnlents. 

He \Vould not atld a sy]lable on the propriety 
of the rneasure, because it was well understood. 

Mr. SEDGWICK said, he was informed there 
\Vas a very considerable tnajority in the Senate 
in favor of the amendment, and reminded tbe 
House there was but a n1ajority of one on this 
floor \Vhen the bill was last before then1. If, 
said he~ \~e set out with a detenninatioQ. that a 
bil! shall be lost, unless the "'hole body of the 
Senate \vill submit to a majority of one in this 
House, the whole legislative busiuess n1ust 
cease; because it is hardly possible that an in .. 
dependent hotly will submit in this manner. . 

'fhe point in dispute is not, as has been inh­
mated, the most itnportant in the bill, which 
contains a discrimination in favor of OUl" OWD 
ua vigation against all foreigners whomsoever; 
the other object is, a discrimination betw_een 
foreign nations. In the first, and pt1mary ob­
ject, the Senate agree "\Vith the House: in the 
second, they only differ in the mode. If we 
n'ould defend ourselves, and be really indepen­
dent of foreign nations., \Ye ought to make the 
first species of discrimination~ but it does not 
follow that we ought to sacrifice this advantage 
because \Ve can not attain the other. 

Nor cau acting on the principles of concilia­
tion be beneath the dignity of this House. 
l'het·e is a pa1·ticu laa· virtue in moderation; it 
often gains \4:here it seerr.s to lose. \Ve may._ .... 
linquish the discrimination in this bill, 
ht·ing forwal'd another, in which we can con 
for it \Vi thou t prejudice to any other concern. 

The question \vas now reduced to this: whe .. 
ther \Ve should prefer" a small advantage to a 
great one? ''1 hether the whole revenue arising 
from the foreign navigation should be given up 
for the sake of exercising a fanciful p•·edilec­
tion and preterence f~r one foreign nation over 
another? 

Mr. SToNE. The constitution supposes, that 
the two branches of the Legislature may dis­
agree, because it gives both llouses the polver 
of pt·oposing nr concurring with amenchnents. 
If they have not this power, whenever the t·wo 

• 
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disagree, tbe business wookl be at an 
etKf •. ,.he ·same consequence would resol t from 
the doctripe advanced by the honorable gentfe .. 
~-~m J;tefuware, (M~. VuiiNG.J If it \vas 
lmr~rt.&le to adhere, netther Hoose ought to 
~t~et !ts opinion; bu!, while the gentlema_n 
made thts an argutnent 10 favor or OUI" detennt­
n~fion4J what is to become of_ the honor and dig­
tnty of the Senate? Certa1nly he intends to 
com l them to make a sacrifice of it t(} wh~t 

~et~ COf!aded, it must appen in every case of 
ent, wher-e a law is passPd by an 

aeeommodaiion, that one or both branches are 
dishonore<f-

Jf We CKMJot da aJI flle gootf We wish.,- Jef OS 
do all we carr; and while we remember the pre­

state of our commerce, we ~hal I hardfy he 
suea in our own minds witn the loss of such 

an itaportant birr. I have stitt the same opinion 
W!fb .. ,respect to ~-be discrimination, but I am 
Willing -til foJ"ego 1t,. rather than lose the whole. 

. Mr. JACKSON was willing to go as far at; any 
geiltlemap to obtain what appeared to be ror the 
P!Jblic good; actuated by this principle, he had 
gtven up his private opinion on the subject of 
tonnage, to what appeared to him to be the 
sense of the Union.. He was well satisfied that 
the discrimination between foreign and domes­
tie· shipping would bear hard on the State from 
which he came, l.Jut he submitted to it. After 
having sacrificed so much, he would not at­
tempt to de-feat the bill by standing out for a 
trifhng discrimination between foreigners. 

He rose only to make this observation, and 
hoped other gentlemen would give up their pri­
vafe .. senti .. ments, when the good of their country 

Wilfred It. 
· r .. · GERRY informed the House, that the 

~Dtite had appeinted a committee to prepare a 
P~l'! fot" accontplishing the end proposed to be 
aMa1ned bJ' tbe contested clatlse; he therefore 
h~d the House would accede'. 

Mr. V1N1NG said, the clause had been carried 
~b~~g!t t~e House by a larger majority than 
there·was 1n the Senate; uut he owned the ma­
j~rity had diminished. But then the question 
did not tum upon the policy of the 1neasure; it 
was barely whether the uilJ should be lost or 
D_!Jt; yet, even on this question, there \vas a ma­
j~ty lVho would ~refer losing the bill, rather 
·Wn give up the principle. 

·ne di~ not understand what gentlen1en meant 
by the terln accommodation, as applied in this 
in~~ce. Was there any thing like accotnmo­
datloR on the part of the Senate? No, they in­
sist peremptorily upon their amendment; they 
have taken no n1iddle ground on which we could 
meet them; \\"e 1nust either gi,·e up the princi­
ple of policy, or lose the bill. They have not 
even informed the House that they meant to in­
sis~ upon the pl"inciple, by applying for a joint 
conuDittee, to frame a bill, for carrying it into 
e.t, which they might hllve done with pro­
priety, as the ~ubject has been so long before 
both Houses .. · Perhaps it tnay be a q11estion 

whether they have authority to originate a bill 
of this kind; it i.s a matter of revenue; and, as 
~uth, must be exclusively brought forward by 
the House of Representatives. 

He wished to accommO<tat~ the bosiness,. but 
it must be on ofht't· ground than giving up or 
abandoning th.e principle. 

Mr .. MADISON- ·muse .-ho suppose that the 
loss of the present bill will be irreparable, may 
do right to agree with the proposition of the 
Senate; but it does uot appear to me in this 
li~t. I lJelicve a bill might be substituted, 
'vtthin a convenient time~ rw: sec&r,io the ad-

as is one by the preseot, abuut wnicfl neithe~ 
House wo.uld differ .. 

It is said, ttlat the Senate are nearly anani­
IOOU:i, and the n1ajor;fy here is but small; but,. 
fet me ask gentlenten~ what is it that produce~ 
unanitniry the1·e,. or has diminished the rnajority 
of this branch P It is not that eithe1t are averse 
to take measuJ:es for the vindication and sup­
port of out· national interest. 'f'he Senate pro­
ceeds on the idea that the measures ought to 
be more effective, and gentlemen here are afraid 
of losing all in endeal"oring to attain alL But 
if in tllis struggle the bill flhould fall, and theSe­
·nate does not~adopt w~rat is fi)r the common good., 
they lviH be answ•ierable lor the consequences. 

Afr .. SHERMAN. E-.-ery gentletnan looks upon 
this bill as im~rtant to the coanmerce of the 
United States. No\V, if it fnlls, I take it to be 
a clear point~ that \Ve cannot resume lhe subject 
during the present sess.ion. I submit it, there­
fore, to therr prudence, ltwhether they ou~ht to 
agree "·ith the Senate or not .. 

1\lr. LAwREN(YJ.! requested gentlemen to think 
what an actual Joss the revenues would sustain, 
besitJes the disadvantage to our co1nmerce .. lle 
said it had been stated, in the coo~ of the de­
bate, that the shipping employed by the I:nited 
8tatesexceetls 600.000 t.oos,. of which two-thirds 
are foreign; a duty of fifty cents would bring 
in a large sum. But adn1itting, as perhaps "·as 
near the fact, that somethin~ more than one­
third is foreign, it must bnn~ in $124.000" 
Nor is this all tbat is to be considered; it will 
operate as a bonnfy to that amount, in favo1· 
of foreigners. if the bill be not pa~sed. 

~tr. PAGE would rather lose any bill, than 
have the uoctrine established that this House 
must subanit to the Senate; yet, if it was done 
in this instance, it would ~~rve as a precedent 
in future decisions. The danger uf losing the 
bill is an improper argument; it goes to de­
stroy the balance of the constitution~ and might 
be urged 011 every occasion when the policy of 
the measur·e is unquestionable. This was not 
his way of forming a decision; if the principles 
of a bitl wel~ just and @Oiitic, he would adhere 
to tbeo1 at aU events.. But his principal reason 
for troublin~ the House, WllS to obsen·e that 
the bill is not in so muc-h danger as is ap· 
prehended, because._. conformably widl the rules 
of Parliamentary proceedings, a bill i~ not lost 
till after a ~econd adherenee; but if he was mis-
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taken, be thought the Rouse bad better con .. 
tinue their forme•· decision. 

~fr. GERRY observed, that it would be useless 
to originate another bill if this clause \Vas in­
serted in it; but if it were to be left out, the 
H_ouse n1i~ht as well save time, and pass it no\v 
w1thout tt. ~ 

The question being called for, anu the yeas and 
nays den1anded, they \\'ere taken as follo\\·s: 

Y£A.S. Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Burke,. 
Cadwalader, Fit.z$imons, GeiTy_, Gilman, Goodhue. 
Hathorn, Huntington_, Jackson, Lawrence, Lee, Li­
vermare, Matthews, Moore, Partridge, Se<.lgwick, 
Sherman, Sinnickson, Smith. (of )larvla.nd,) Smith, 
(of Sooth Carolina,) Stone, Sylvester, Thatcher, 
Trumbull, Tucker, "Wadsworth, White, and Wyn­
koop 31. 

NAYS. Messrs. Boudinot, Brown, Ca.rrol~ C]y .. 
mer, Coles, Contee,. Griffin, Grout, llartley, Madi­
son, Muhlenburg, Page, Parker, ·van Rensselael', 
Scott, Seney, Sturgis, Sumte:r, and Vining 19. 

So tbe question was determined in the affinn­
ative. 

Mr. GBRRY reported a bill for the establish­
ment and support of light-houses, beacons, and 
buoys, and for au thoriz.ing the several States to 
provide and regu,ate pilots; which 'vas read the 
first time, and then the House adjourned. 

•_rllCRSDAY t July 2. 
The engrossed bill establishing 1he- Treasu1~y 

De ent \Vas read the third timf..k, passed, 
an sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

The bill for the establishment and suppGrt of 
ligbt .. hooses, beacons, and buoys .. and for autho­
rizing the several States to p1·ovide and regu­
late pilots~ \Vas read the second time, and cool­
mitted to a Committee of the wbole. 

COLLECTION OF DUTIES. 

The House then resolved itseffinto a Com­
mittee of the whole on the new bill to regu .. 
late the collection of duties imposed on gooos, 
wa~ and nlet·chandises imported into the 
Unired States, Mr. TRuMBULL in the chair. 
After some time spent thereun, the committee 
rose, and asked and obtained fea,~e to sit again. 

FRIDAY, July 3. 
COLLECTION OF DUTIES. 

1'he House again went into a committee on 
the ne\Y collection bill, Mr. TRt:llBULL in the 
chair. 

A motion was maue to strike out 1he clause 
'vhich restricts foreign ships to particular enu­
mel-ated potts, wl1ich occasioned sotne debate, 
the substance of which will be found in the 
former discussion on this subject. The motion 
\vu final J y w i tbdra wn., 

Mr .. GERRY then moved that the names of the 
particular ports; which were the object of the 
above motion should be struck out, and the fol­
lowing wor·ds substituted:. " Nor shall any to­
reign vessPl entPr or unlade b\lt at those pot·ts 

' 

to which a collector't naval officer, and survey .. 
or, have b_een appointetl." This proposition was 
also negatived. 

The cotnmittee then pt~oceeded to add several 
ports to the list~ at \Vhich foreign vessels might 
enter, and to make other amendments b.l the 
bitt. Af_ler \vhich the>: rose, reported pt-ogress, 
and obta1ned leave to Sll agatn. -

MoNDAY, July 6. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 

from his excellency Bevedy Randotph, Go­
vernot· or Virginia, enclosing an account of the 
exp~rts and im(>!lrts of that State for the pre­
cedtng year, whtch was referred to theoonlmit .... 
tee appointed to prepare estimates, &c .. 

Mr. PAGE laid before the House the petitioo 
of Andrew Ellicott. praying that n1oney may 
be advanced for defraying his e:x~nses, aad to 
enable him to execute an act of the late Con..: 
gress, for determining the western boundary of 
the State of New York, and to asceJ·tain the 
quantity of land lying west of the said bounda­
ry' and includeu between the northern oounda­
ry of the State of Pennsylvania and Lake Erie. 

Ordered to be referred to Messrs .. PAGE, 
Scorr, anu BALDWIN. 

On n1otion, 
ResolvedJ That there be prefixed to the publica­

tion of the acts of the present session of Congress· a 
correct copy of the constitution of GoveJ•nment for 
the United States. 

This resolution was sent to the Senate for 
concurrence. • 

COLLECTION OF DUTIES. • 

The House then went into committee on fhe 
collection bill. 

Mr. CARROLL stated to the committee that 
the gentlemen from Mary Ia nd had met., and 
endeavored to accommodate the pecu1iar situa­
tion of that Slate to the principles of the bill, 
but he \Va5'; sorry that they could not do it in a 
satisfactory manner. He reminded them bow 
much the collection depended on the good will 
of the merchant, and what care ought to be 
taken to avoid oppressing one part of the Union 
more than another. There was a leading prin­
ciple that ought to be established in order to 
give satisfaction, and that was, to 1nake there­
gulations general; then no part could complain: 
but if 1he ports were variously restricted, it 
might tend to create so1ne degree of acrimony 
towards the Government, among that class of 
citizens who had warmly patronized it, and 
upon \Vhom much depended for furnishing it 
with revenue. He mentioned these general 
ideas to the committee, and hoped thef woQld 
be carried along, and ba-ve their weight 10 every 
future regulation. 

M1·. FtTzstMoss was well satisfied that the 
subj~ct was .Jifficult; the House had found it so~ 
for they had labored the point for some weeks 
without success. He hoped every gentleman 
\vas disposed to concede something. in order to 

• 

• 

• 
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bring the business to an end. He acknowledged 
the pecuJiar situation of the navigation of the 
Chesapeake and its numerous \Vatet·3; but he 
begged gentletnen would not insist upon any 
extraor·dinary privileges on that account, if they 
c{)u)d avoid it, because it ·would tend to l'etard 
the gt·eat \\'Ork they had in hand; besides, as 
there was a likelihoo-d of getting con!1idera­
ble revenue fron1 that ([Uarter, they ought to 
submit to more restraints to secure it, than 
those pol'ts at which little or no business is 
done. 

Several gentletneu contended that a spirit ot 
tuu tual forbearance and conciliation \vas ind is­
pensably neccssar·y; that concessions and 5,acri-

- fices tnust be made to secut·e the g•·eat object 
in conten1plation; and that eve•·y indulgPnce 
D{)t incompatible therewith, 'vou I d certainly be 
extended. 

'I'he cotnn1ittee then pt·oceeded to the consi­
deration of other cIa uses, and after sotn e titne 
spent therein, they rose and reported. 

Adjourned. 
' 

TuEsDAY, July 7. 

A tnessage from the Senate infonneu the 
House, that they had concutTed in the resolu­
tion for prefixing to the acts of the p•·esen t Con­
gl'·ess a correct copy of the constitution, and 
had appointed a cmnmittee to act jointly V\'ith a 
committee of this House to exa1uine enrolled 
bills. 

COLLECTION OF DUTIES. 
The House again resolved itself into a Com­

nli ttee of the \vhole on the ne\V cnllectiou bill. 
Mr. TRUMBULL in the chair. After son1e tin1e 
spent therein, the conunittee rep<>l'ted progress, 
and obtained leave to sit again. 

\VJ?.D:SESDAY, J u]y 8, 
Mr. PAGE, from the cotntnittce to '"·hon1 the 

petition of Andrew Ellicotl was refetTed, n1ade 
a report, which \Vas orderctl to lie on the table. 

COLLECTION OF DUTIES. 

1"he House again went into a Cotntnittee of 
the 'vhole on the ne·w collection bill. Mr. 
"fnuMBULL in the chair, and tnade fut'thet· pro­
gress therein; but, not having got through the 
same, had leave to sit again. 

rrHURSDAY, July 9. 

Mr. GERRY, ft1>m the committee appointed to 
prepare and repQrt an estimate of the supplies 
requisite for the present year, and of the net 
l?!ol1uce of the in1pust, as agreed to by the 
House, made a report, which was ordered to Jie 
on the table, and be printed. 

COLLECTION OF DUTIES. 

~ The House, in Conunittee of the whole, Mr. 
'rRuMBULL in the chair, again resutned the con­
sidet"ation of the new collection bill. Not hav­
ing got tht·ough the bill, the conunittee agnin 
rose and reported p•·ogress. 

• 

FRIDAY, July 10. 
COLLECTION OF DUTIES. ' 

, 

rrhe House again went into a Coinnlittee of 
the whole, 1\lr. 1'Rul\'IBULL ill the chair, on the 
new coli ection bill; and after going tlu·ough tke 
satne, rose, and reported the bill, ·with the 
proposed a•nend tnents, to the Honse. ·rhe 
I-louse resolved to take up and consider the t·e­
port to-•non·o"v. 

SATURDAY, July II. 

COLLECTION BILL. 

'fhe House proceeded to consider the report ttf 
t.he Cotn tnittf:-e of the \Vhole on the bill to re'"' • 
gulate the collection of duties irnposed on go9ds, 
wares, and lnerc hand ises itu ptn'ted in to the 
G ni ted 8 tates; and lhe propo~ed atnend rneu ts 
having been read and amerul~d, \Vel'e agreed t-o 
by the House. 

Ordered, 'fhat the bill, as atnended, be en .. 
grossed fur a third reading .. 

MoNDAY .. J ulv 13. 
• 

"\\
7ESTERN LANDS. 

"fhe House resolved itself into a Con1mittee- -. 
• 

of the \\'hole on the ~tate of the Union, Mr; _ 
BouniNOT in the chai1·. 

Mr. ScoTT requested that the report of the 
cotnmittee on the "'\tVes~ern rfe1·ritory n1ight be _ 
read, which was read accordingly, as follo,vs: ·- -· 

Reaolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that an act of Cong-ress should pass for est::Lblishing a -
Land Office, and to regulate the terms of granting va­
cant and unapprop1·iated lands in the "\-Vestern .. ['erri .. 
tory. 

M l'. ScoT'.r. In enu ea voring, sir' to open the -
interesting subject no\v before you., I shall avoid- _ 
the repetition of those ideas "'' hich I threw out 
on a forn1er occasion, as far as ~n1y In emory will 
serve n1e, and the nature of the subject will 
per1ni t. 

'fhis s11bject .. sir, will appea•· of great Inagni- _ 
tude in point of interest, if we consider Ihe ex­
tent of the terri tory; I thiuk I !ShaH not be far 
beyond the tnad,, if I s3y it is one th[)usand -
mile~ I ong by fhre hundred broad; no1· if I say 
it i~ ~uffie1ent to contain two rnillions of fanns; 
nevertheless" for greater caution, say it will 
contain one ruillions, (which is notoriously and -
greatly \Vilhin the real con tents,) and that each 
of these fartns may be peopled by six souls, 
they 'vill a tn ou n t to six tnillions of inhabitants,­
double the number of the pre~Pnt inhabitants of_ 
the United States. '£4'rcnn this view, it is an ob-~ _ 
~ect o~gt·eat con~e_.-n. It will appeat· also an o~;; . 
Ject of concern, 1f \Ve contemplate the cli•nate,- · 
the soil .. and tlte \Vaters of that country; consi -~ 
der th_at it .li~s i~ the heart pf the ternper!lt~ 
zone; 1 ts soil Infinitely more r1ch and more fer-~ -. 
tile than any in the Atlantic States; 1ts \Vaters 
pure anrl good in a ·woru, it is such a te1·ritort: 
as must cotnmand inhabitants, and \ViJl be peo-­
pled. I 1s situation in the tnidd1e of ou .. con ti-
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nent, gives the clitnatea salubrity that accommo- and governrnent. Can it be thought, without an 
dates 1t to the emigrant fronl both Northern and outrage to hurnanity, that Congress intended to 
Southern States. It is tneeting them on a mid- ~end thetn in to the wilderness as outcasts fron1 
dle ground, sufteuing the harsh restrictions of society that the hand of Government should 
the rugged North, and breathing bland the ze- not be extended to them to protect the1n in their 
phyr grateful to the sun-scorched South. In lives and property that our gift was an aban­
short., it i~ such as gives to all who have seen it don1nent,. \vas an all ure1nent to d ra\v then1 
the utmost satisfaction it is both healthy and without shelter, and leave thenl devoid of those 
agreeable. blessings which their successful efforts have se-

lf \Ve consider the sources of \VealLh in that cured to usP My spirit rises iudignant at the 
country, we shall at the present n1ornent vie\V unjust suspicion. 
it as a subject of no inconsiderable magnitude. But these are n nt the only circutnstances in 
Frorn that country has been d ra \vn, and here- \vhich the honor of Congress is engaged to extend 
after may be drawn., considerable quantities of its fostering care into that country. It is express­
the o1ost valuable exports our country affords; ly stipulated by Congress, with the State of Vir­
but of this the gentlemen in trade can give you ginia, that the French and Canadians, and other 
a better account than I shall pretend to do; but ancient settlers within hf\l. cession, should be 
1 am of opinion the trade, and the furs and pel- protected and governed by Congress. These 
try it produces, are of great consequence to our were, among other terms, agreed to by Con­
cornmerce. gL·ess \vhen the conveyance of that territory 

It \Vilt appear further, to be a subject worthy was n1ade; and Congres~., by that act., plighted 
of our cou~ideration, if 've attend to the profit the good faith of the Union for the faithful per­
already derived to the United States from the forrnance thereof. People have gone upon those 
sale of the soil., and which 1nay be extended to lands; they have been regularly purchased, and 
any degree \vhatever; this wi11 prove a valuable are paid for; they are con~equently entitled to 
source for relieving the embarrassn1ents to which look to us for protection in their property. 
the United States are subjected. But a very A due observance of the treaties heretofore 
in~onsiderable part of the soil, and that far from entered into with Indian tribes., must be en­
belng the most excellent., has been disposed of, forced; if the country is settled by a lalvless 
yet the sales amount to 4,936,863 dollars; land banditti, they \vill keep the nation in a perpe­
for altnost five millions of specie dollars has been tual broil with the savages; therefore, the guid­
already sold in that district, a sum an1ounting ance of the United States nlust go with the set­
to neal' one-fifth- tu rnore than one-sixth of the tiers., in order to procure the .observance of such 
whole don1estic debt of A1nerica . . 'fhis trea- treaties. rl'his is a further obligation in point of 
sure, \vhich \Ve possess~ has done thus much to- national honor and good faith, under which ~~e 
·\cvards extinguishing a debt bearit1g hard ·upun lie \vith respect to that country. 
e,·ery part of the Union. Have any of the I atn likewise of opinion. that \Ve ~hall find 
Statea done as n1uch? Ha\'e any of thetn n1ane it a subject of considerable tnagnitude in point 
an exertion efJ.ual t~1 this inconsiderable etrort? of p:Jhcy. I pre~un1e the first t\vo points 
No., they have not. llaye all the States together 'viii be re:1dily given up, because they nre in­
done as much? No, they are incapable of controvertibly et3tablished by facts; but I feel 
cloin,g what thi'3 wilderness has uonc. 'fhis aware that the point of policy may be contend­
consideration alnne renders it an interesting ed \vith n1e. It n1ay pPl hap:-.; be objectec.J, that 
subject of imtnense future consequence., and the n:easure no\v proposed \Vlll lead or tend to 
'vorthy of the in1tneuia.te attention of Con- a depopulation of the .?1t!antic States., and 
gress. therefore ought not to be ad opted. rrh is i~ a 

'V e 1nay consider further., that best des the c1rcun1stance I by no n1eans \VIsh. I atn as fat· 
sales1 \Ve have n1ade satisfactory donations to fron1 desi1 ing a depopulation of the Atlantic 
the offie.ers arui soldiers of the late anny., 'vhich ~hores, as I am fro1n fea1 ing it on this ground. I 
n1ay be fairly carrieu 10 ~well the account; but an) confident it '"ill not operate in any consider­
arter all this, the parts YiC have ui::;pOSCU of a b) e degl'ee to bring about 1 hat ev~nt; but if it 
bear no proportion to the parts yet rt~lnaining, ~hould be thought it \\'ouhl, that could be no 
and fL·oyn 'vhich OH)ney may he dra\vn. Can we solid objection again~t the n1easure. \''Vhilst 
hesitate then to call into operation a fund so irn- th~ desire of etni~ration continues., anu lands 
Inense anll ilnpurtant to the irntnediate interests aJ'e to ue procured-, settlet·~ will find their way 
of the Untled State~? into that territory; nor is it in the power ofCon-

lf \Ve place it in another point of \'ie\v, it gress to 'vithhold lands altogether, because the.y 
·will also appear a subject in lvhich the United are to be got of others on better tcnns. 'fhere Is 
States are deeply engaged in point of nationa~ . ~upcrior encouragetncnt held out to the p~OJ?le 
honor aud guud faith. 'fhe officer~ and ~oJ- i settling on the other ~ide of the river 1\~lSSIS­
diers to who an \Ve 1nade those douations, as a :;i ppi, '"here the so1 I i-:; fertile, and the cluna te 
part of the price or their blood, and a re\vanl equally agrceaole. In proof or this ass_et'tion, I 
for their lon,g endtu;ng toil~ anJ painful sutfer- will read to tltc comrnittee the translation ot a 
ing:'i in the noblest C(tuse, the frccflotn of their kind of proclamation i~su rd by the Govern of of 
cou_ntry, are certainly ~~lt1tle~l to t!)e t;tthe~·ly the Spau1~h .pos_ts ~t the Illinoi~. [This,- paper 
as:·'!Stance of Cong1·ess, IU ptHn t ot protectton contains an 1nv1 tat1on to all per~ons tnchned to 
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settle in the Weatern country, otfe•ing as in- could not adopt it? l:onsider that many of your 
ducenJ.euts, lands without charge, exemptions citizens are destitute of the cosntorts, nay, tbe 
f-rom tases. prnteetion iu civil anti reli~ious liber- cotnnu,n necet~ries of life, ''vithout a prospect 
ties, besides provision and the impleJnenls of ofdt·oviding for the subsistence of themselves 
hu1bandry.] After this, Mt·. S. proceeded: an fumilie8: I ask, wor1ld Congres,s J;revent 
Now, sir~ if Congress fear to sell their lands le..~t the e•nigr-d.tion t~f such persons if they (;oultl? 
it tend to depopulate the Atlantic States, \\"hat I think nut; they would not act u .kind protect­
must tbey apprehend from prnpositions tike ing fathers to their people if they tlitL I pre­
these? ·rhey will Cet"tainfy have aiJ the eftect ~ume this \Vuufc) be (OO seriVUS an objection rur 
which encouragement from this quarter can any rnan to face, with a re5trainlo~ prupositiou. 
have. It may be said, that Americans \viH not I question if any nuu1 '\ouhl be l'lardy enough 
venture to live unde1· the Spanish Government, to point out a cfas:; of c.itizen~ by na1ne, that 
or settle a S~ni~h colony. ·ro this it may be ought to be the sel'\ants of the Ct•mmunity; yet, 
replied. that when people. fr·o•n their necessities unless that is dora~, to ''hat clasa of the people. 
or inclinations, are determined to emigrate, in could you direct such a fa\\'? But if you pa.sbetl 
order to mitigate their d\~tresses, they think such an act .. it would he tantanJoont to saying 
little of the form of Govern1nent; all they care that there is some class "·hich must remain here, 
for is relief rrom their present or appr·oaching and by law rnust be obliged to ~en·e the utbt!rs, 
wants and troubles. for such "'·ages as they please to gi'ie .. 

Nobody will eanigrate f1·on1 the Atlantic "fhis being the case, let u~ 1nake th~ best or 
States hut a certain description of men, and liberty~ our people, and our land. Your citi­
they will go whether you hold out this en- zens, I tt-11 you, are ab-nt.ly lhereby thousands; 
~uragement to them or not; they '"il I pay they are guiug by thousands mHre'l and are every 
littl-e regard to Congressional restrictions. hour g1·owing up into consequence. l'fhey never 
And here let 1ne make ooe rernark,. drau·n expect to reto•-ra into tbc _-'\.tfantic States; plant 
frorn n1y own obs~r~ation. 1"he funning set- them in your soil. add this \vealth o.f population 
tletnents in a \Vilderness upon the frontier~, to rour own11 and furrn an empire illustrious a~ 
between the savages and the least popu- it IS e~tended.. Remetnber" ye sages of my 
lated of the civilized parts of the United country, an histone truth recvrded for your iu­
State~'t requit-es men of enterprisin~, vinleut., struction,_ th;;~t enlpire has b~en slowly • but in­
nay, discontented and turbulent spints. Such variab!y-, tuo,·ing frum East to,,. ~st; emigration 
always are our first settlers in the ruthless and has un1ftn mly receded in that direction, f1·on1 
sava,~te \vilrl; they serve as pioneers to c) par the the tirne that our common parenls quitted the 
way lor the more laborious and careful fartncr _ l garden of Eden, til\ the pres~nt hour; nnr doubt 
'fhese c.haracters are ah·eady in that country by I but it ,viii cuntinue to pursue that course,. as 
thousands, and their nlituberis daily increasing. Ion~ as there are lands to be inhabited. 
and will continue tu increase; for congenial 1 bose people. ~Jr. Chairnlan~ who arc there, 
spirits will assitnilate 1naugre all our eodea- growing up, tnust be provided with a Go,rerll· 
'iOrs to the contral'y. But ho'v \Vill ynu pr-e- J ment in that conn try. Perhaps to this it may 
vent t!teJn_? I shou!d b~ glad to see a P.lan for I be _ohject~d, that they \\·ill not long continue in 
hemm1ng ui the emigration to 1t.at terntury; I ~ utlli:lll ,,·uh us. Perhaps argutnents may be 
think the thing \\·holly in1practicable, therefure ~ brought front the otbea· side of tbe _-\.tlnntirt and 
it beco1nE's the immediate int•~rest uf Congrcs5; ; \VP otay be tuld \vith cunfideoce rban an ex ten ... 
to direct the emig .. ation to a proper pnint; tli- t siun of ten·itory i~ infallibly tbe ruin uf king­
!·ect Jt tu their O\VIl t~rrif~H·y, rather than ~e t dtnn~. I• or exat~nples in support of this opinion. 
Jnactlve spectators _of 1 ts stlen! •. though rapul f we tnay ~ 

1 
earned as far back n5 the eleventh 

rourse to tbe Span•sh antl Bnu~h Ut'-Jlenden .. l epocha ul tne Rtnnans, atnl there "-e n1ay learn 
ciea; rather s~ll yuur Jands anti get sotnethin~ fnuu j udi{juu~ \\·riters that the \·n~ight t•f the 
i'fn~ thetn, than l~t your citizens leaYe your uu- distant p~·tn ince~ brought ;cbout the f;tll of that 
tninions. By impt·uving a part, }"OU aud tu the \'a A j ctn pire. :s nw if I could ~rant this tube a fact., 
lue of the re1nan1der; their pnpulatinn ·w·ill pro- i \l·hich 1 canuot, for J rather attribute tlli\t t~vent 
duce a. bau·dy t·ace of h•1sbandnu~n antl \Van iot :-- 4 ! t u the pentieious pri,·ilt'ges grantetl .. and tbt• 
always at the COfl! 'nand of t!•e Uuitecl States. i l~Huense v:!')tHns thro~n a n·ay on the .capit~l of 
to .saP.l1nrt and (let end yuur hberty and pruper~ r C on~tt.lHhHoJ)!c, \\'lui~ the prescrl'atlon of the 
f):. J hese being fi:tCtS, ( ~~aye it to the \VisliOU\ l allliCIIt city \\"i\:; SU d\fficuh, anu the division of 
of the llouse to d1-a\\· the Inference. I th~ ernpi•·e atnung the chiltlren and nt-pbcn:s nf 

I will tnake one fut th~ .. r retnark, \\'ith •·e~pect f Con~tan,ine; but if it Ctluhl be attributed tu the 
to the encourngen1ent or .discaurt.!gcrneut of~ ext:en t uf her ten·itory, the cun1pat i:'un uo.. .. ~ not 
e-migration. Suppn~e it \\·as in the p·nrer of i huld. 'fhc fouruhtttou of the Ru1nan e1npirc 
Congr~ss t~ stop the- (:OUr:'e of_ the i'np~tuous \Vas laid u poa frautl, rapine, aud auur~tler; they 
current, whtch has al re~uly \VUn H~ \ray thruugh conquered, and th~it· foolst~p'i "'ere tna 1 ked 
insuper~blP ubstnH"tionslt ·~nd spread its~lf u\·er \\·ith the blood of 1~1en l1H!l&e eh·tlized than thern­
t.fle fertrle_lanl~s .• _,r }he Uhto. I ask, lV~tb per- srh·c~; ur.th~y. \"_tth then· \\'ivt~ n.nd daughters. 
J~ct secunty, 11 I! 1s nnt su_ch an a!=t uf contu- \'l ... ·re earned c~:pH\·~~~ and sold ~tt the ~h~unbl~ 
tn~cy~ au:t n~cuns1st,ency wuh llu1o t u ntlatnental uf R-t?n•c;. tl1~1r terntor·y \Vas ta}d ~\~aste, arul 
prtnc1p!es ol the Uu\·(.lrntnent, that ('.,·ngr~ss colonll'S o! ctultlrerh purcha.st.·tl nf thetr pareut~, 
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were founded upon theh- ruin. Was it to be 
supposed that men would bear this savage bar .. 
barity longer than the arm of victory was press­
ing on tberur Is this the manner in which we 
pnlpose to gettle the Western country? rfhe 
co~tpari~o.n is too .~ious !O be insisted upon. 

fhere ts a str1k1ng difference bet\veen the 
Go vern tnen t of the U ni too States and that of 
tbe Rotnan provinces. The citizens of the first 
are bound together in the bond of equal liberty, 
und every St;-tte possesses within itself indepen­
dent powers necessary to its support. The 
wretched inhabitants of the Ron1an provinces 
\Vere the abject slaves of their lordly mastE'rs, 
-.;vho seldom behaved with moderation; thei1· his­
tory is nothing but a series of injustice 1nure or 
less disguised .. 
. Another instance may, perhaps, be d•·awn 

ft·otn the separation of thi~ continent fron1 Great 
Britain. Het·e I \Vould make two retnarks: the 
fh·st i~ lhat tl1e .A.tlantic ocean<) of three thou­
sand miles extent,. formed such a natural boun­
dary as to be a reason for separation when we 
should be prepared for it: the secund is, that 
even this natural boundary did not furnish the 
~eason fin· our independence. We were da·iven 
Into that measure by necessity: our separation 
~as brou;e:ht about by the impolicy and oppres­
Sions of Great Britain.. She wished to dep1·ive 
us of the fruits uf our industry, by establishing 
the doctrine of the omnipotence Gf Parliament~ 
and wanted tn attach us to them as provinces of 
slaves.. I lVill not say~ that if a like conduct 
'vere to take place on our part, with respec-t to 
the \Vestel·n country~ similar etfects might en­
sue; but this can h:trdly happen under a Gu· 
vernment founded upon the true principles of 
democracy; besides, I think \Ve have had a suf­
ficient lesson be tore ou•· eyes to guard us against 
the atten1pt. 
~fuch will depend upon the energy and force 

of the Government established in that country; 
it ought to be such as will fur-nish :;ufficient 
po\ver ~or its O\Vfi if!ternal purpos~s, and also to 
~ecure tt to the Unton. But that 1s not the only 
tie by which its union is held. ~rhat country is 
attached to the .A.tlantic States by its natural 
situation. ·ro be convinced of this truth, no­
thing more is necessary than to look upon the 
chart: all the comtnerce of that country must 
co•ne through the State:!. upon the sea-coast. 
'Ve know, at Pittsbut'"g, that \Ve are a thousand 
tnile~ nearer to the market than settlers at the 
Lnouth of the Ohio river. \¥hen we export our 
produce by that and the Mississippi, \oVe kno\v 
n·e can get easier home \Vith our returns by the 
\vay of Philadelphia, than the others can by 
turning up and sternming the cur1·ent of the 
~lississippi. 'rherefore, the irnports for all that 
territory n1ust come through the {Jnited States. 
From these considet·ations, J conclude it woulu 
be tnadness in the extre1ne for the1n to think of 
a separation, unless they were driven to it by a 
fatal necessity; they will be too sensible of its 
ill effects ever to attempt it. 
~ut suppose, for a Jnoment, that they break 

43 . 

off from the Union, and even become our· 
mies, it would be good policy in us to 
much as we can from them first, especi 
they are dispoSed to give it us; let us ·~ 
them e~tingutsh ~rt of our national debt 
they leave us.. -'l~e soil and clitnate of tn 
country, as I said betore, witl be &reat indue~ 
ments for emigl~ants to settle there. If they 
were to break off, they \Vould know bow to ~et 
money enou,rli from the sale of the territot·y to 
support their Government, \Vithout any other 
re-sour·ce whatever. If I, as a resident-ia that 
country~ had the r~motest view of a sepa~ti~ 
from the Atlantic States, I shou(d be iUIP~·,fn 
see Congress sell aB acre of that land; for--~ll~ 
ing it, in that case, wouJd be neith~r more -fi.Qr 
less than preventing us front putting the money 
into our pockets when we became independent . 
If th~y meditate inc.lepentlency, the most likely 
way to n1ake them so, will be to let. their Jands 
al~ne, in order to supply them with rands suf­
fietent. to supP.Ot't them in the rneasu·re. If they 
are sold, it will not be in their power. 

Another consideration which sho\vs the sub­
ject to be o.f great consequence to the Unio~ is 
the sa_les already made there, a partial me~ 
of wfuch I made in one of 1ny former ob~e~ 
tions.. By the terms of those sales, the United· 
States a•·e obJiged to complete the surveys; this 
has not hitberto been done; of consequence"' the 
money due for thern cannot be had, nor the a~­
cumulating interest be suspended. ,.rhe amount, 
as l stated before, is neat¥ five millions of· dol­
lars: of this su1n, $771,310 have been pai£1 into 
the Treasury; the whole of the reanainder wiH 
continue unpaid till the su,·veys are completed, 
namely, $4,165,553, paying a daily interest of 
$684:f.. 'rhis, gentlemen, is what we .actually 
lose every day, for want of establishing, some 
regulations on the subject. Is not this a matter 
of set·ious concern to the people of the United 
States, \Vhich requires our in1mediate attentionP 
rfhen, if this is the case, if the subject is of such 
vast magnitude in all these poiuts of view, -it 
only ren1ains to consider what is to- be done 
\Vith respect to it to proenre the greatest good 
to the United States, and greatest benefit to the 
~ople. 

I apprehend it 'vill be found that a Land Office 
\Vill effect these oiJjects better than any otftet• 
plan that can be devised. If this should beef­
fectual, and no doubt can be entertained but it 
n·ill, the inhabitants of the United States_can­
not, with a good grace, be called upon for heavy 
taxes in order to pay the interest on a debt 
which can be so easily and properly extinguish­
ed. Every individual who contemplates the 
subject .. wilJ see hQw much it is his interest to 
buy a few dollars in cet·tificates, and purchase 
a piece of land with the1n, 'vhich will annihilate 
the debt, and prevent the uemand for taxes ~ to 
pay the interest; besides, it will remain as a 
security to reimburse the principal to the pro­
prietor, as the popu Iation of the country ex­
tends; but, at all events, it would be but ad­
vancing four or five years' interest, and the 
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whole debt would be absorbed. I-lo\v rnuch their lands on tru~t; they rnay do so, or ~ell fen .. 
better is this ·than paying interest dut·in~ our ready pay, ns their 'visdon1 nu1y think eligilJie. 
lives, aruJ leaving our children to di~charge the I shall be Hatisficd eith(•r \vay. . 

·. prin,cipal, or continue on theit~ own shoulders 'This plan does not prevent the sale of lurge 
the burthen of .an annual it:1terest of six pet· cent. tracts, (your tniilion acre purchasers nwy lJe 
F•·otn this view Qf t.he subject, it \\·ou ld u ppca r acc~otn tnoda ted ''". i th the f{Ua nti ty they df•si n.-~ ;) 
every man's interest to. b.ecotne a purchu.set·· in it only adn1its the ~ale of :sn1allcr quanti tie~; 
that counb·y •. This··anixingof the intel'c~t \vould and to that kind of people who ~tand in neell of 
in_coa·porate .the body, and tend to increase the land .. this plan \vould be n1uch better than I he 
bands of~ nion; it \\I· ill occaHion tieg of con san- one heretoiore pur~ued. It wou I d be an i1~1 n1e1_1='l! 
gi1inity and a·flinity an1ong u~, whieh, ad<lcd t.o saving, \Ve should haYe no cxpcuse attend1ng 
the similarity of Ia'"-'8, custotns, anti lnannel's, on tlu~ Halef1, no surveys to pay t~u·, \\' hich have 
wil.l foi·m an .inseparable ceanent, and conlJH'CSs already been very expensive. \\"" e iind that 
the whol'e in.to the closest uuion. If it should t\vo thou~nnd and eighty-one n1ilcs of a co•n-. 
l;l.e· tho.ught inconvenient for the citizens in the tnon survey line, has ueen run, at th~ rate pre· 
Ai·lanti.·c States to purchase ~() l~rgely as l have ~cribt~(l by Cougress, to 20,GBO specie uoll~rs, 
:intimated, let then\ layout l>ut the atnount or one I tnore 1 han nine hard dollars for C\·ery Inti e. 
year's . tax in this way, and it \Yill nearly (~xtin - i 'l'hi~ expense is au3o~utely so enorrnous~ that 
guish the dotnestic debt, for ,v!Jich, other\vise, l Con~re~~s had better g1ve a'·vay 1heir latHl:"~ _to 
they \Vill have to pay annua_lly, foa·c,·cr, an I those ':·ho \vi\1 take an~t setlh~ t_hetn, than pay 1t. 
equal su1n to \·vhat [propose for the1n to ad- I Hunk the couYClllC:nc\~ of the f.!~opLe 1s i\ 
vance. lly the. establish1ucnt. of a 1.4atH.l (}Jlice 1 subjeet not un\vorthy of being takeu into v·ic\\r. 
~uch pu •·ch~sP.rs could be supplied. ~1y p1an pr·oposc~ that they shon ld be able h) 

I think this plan better on anothel' consid{~r·- perfect their titles on the ~pot. I f(!ar not the 
a.tion.. Tf \VP. lnean to sell our Jand~ fol· rea~ly oujection \\'hich has ueen raised. Jt ll1:lY. ~e 
1noncy, or mean to t•·ust, \Ve have a supca·1or said, the title~ ought not to be C(nnpleted uutd 1t 
a•lvantage. It is n1ore probable that the neces- \vas done in11nediatcly under the (~yc of Con­
sitous p.e•~~on who wants the land fot· the sub- grcss. I.Jet this be as it n1ay, I 1rvill n1ake one 
_sistence of hiln§el f and f:ur1ily, ,.,·illlabot· hanJet· rcn1ark: can 've not have every tie, every chcck!t 
to · procure a pa·opc1·ty of this kind, and secure and security upon these oilicers that \Ve haYt~ 
it". f«u~ = hitnseH~ than the· speculator "'ho never upon the collcctol's of the rc\'enuc? I think 
tn·eans to ·pay a farthing until he has received there is as nluch roon1 for confidence in the one 
.it.-.from the saJe of the land; besides, the neces- case as in the othe1·. \Ve can take care that 
sitous· pe•.·son is bett~t· able to buy of (~overn- the Sccretnt·y of the I .. anti Office ~hall send 1 u hi~ 
ment than of the speculator, because he can accounts or patents and \varrants. I think we 
get it cheapet·. 'fhe purchaser·s of large tracts tuay depend here upon a true return. 
retail out thei1· ]and to this class of rnen, and 'fhe l{eccivcr of the oflicc shall take nothing 
r.ertainly charge then\ sornething for thcil' trou- but public securities, \vhich are not quite so 
ble. Rut if \ve sell on credit, as under the Pro- gren.t a tetnptation to c1nbez1.lernent or illitil 
prietary Governtnent. \VaS thf~ prac.tice lll Penn- JJracticcs as lllOncy. rfhe Surveyor \Villl>c a 
sylvania, 1hose :whn hlke ont sn1aU quantities check upon both. l think the gentlelnen cnl· 
get their land surveyed~ an'l set thenlst~tves ployed in this business cannot l>e of very trifling 
down; they cultivat~ the ground, and cl~cct character. In shorL, this departlncnt lnay be 
buil"dings fcH'" their own aecotnmodation. l..antl, as \veil chcc ked and l>a lanced as any other; the 
in this itnproved state, furn ·ishe~ a better s~cu- expense of it '"ill uc nothing, becau:-;c the oflicer 
rity to Gover·nn1ent for Hny arrearage of pur- tnav be supported. out of the fees. 1·his being 
chase tnoney, than a large tract sold on specula. the .. case, lshaiJ conclude \\'ith tno"ing that th.c 
tion" .and \Vhich lies in the sanae ~hde of nature couunittec adopt the J ·e~olution rep•)rted by 
a-s· it' did \Vhen it was disposed of~ pcrhap~ add- the comnaittee, anu recon11nend it to the llouse 
ing thereto the expense of tna king the su rvt~y. to appoint a select corn rni ltcc to briug in a l.Ji lt 
If the-.-hii1d must t·evert to (~ongl'e!i\s at la~t for accord ~ngly. 
default Qf paytnent, \Ve get nothing in the latter ~Ir. Jc,ITzsinio~s asked if it \vould not he bet-
.tase; whereas,- when sold in lots, if a rraan has te1· to settle aJI tile principle~ of the bill first • 
. -settled hitu·self do\vn, anq paid for his "'arrant that the select conuni"tt.ee Jni~ht not lo~c their 
and s·urvey, '-vhich costs the lJ nion nothing, labor, as luul been once or t\vicc cxpel'icnced, 
but fot· the first price and interest thereo111 it for "'all t of this precaution. 
tnust strike every geutl~man's 1nind that. it lie \Va~ in htvor of f;UHH~ In ensure of thi:-:; kind, 
V\'Ould be disagreeable, alter a tnan had nu:ul~\ ihoue:h he had son1e doubts of the necessity there 
a settlen1ent for three or fo"'t.Jr years, to ha.v(~ to \\'a~ ~up posed to be of e~tablishiug a I ~and Office. 
tun1 out. Rather than do this, he w·ou1tl rnak~ 'l'he que~tion \\'as Hu\\' taken on the resoiu · 
every exertion lo discharge the price; if his si·· 1 tiou" and a~recd to. 
tuation \vas so \\'retched as not to furnish tiH~ I 1\1 r. ScoTT then bl'ought forward a string of 
n1eans~ some of his neighbors, on sueh sccuri1y, I proposition~, to he put iuto the hands of the st'.· 
tnight beli·iend hitn; but at an~ rate (Jove~·n- lee.~ corntnit_tt~e, containing tl~e principics. upon 
ment 'vou ld be secure. By thts argu 1uen t" I \vl11c.h he " 'I Shed the Land ()fh cc estnbl n~;hnl. 
do not mean to insist that Congress should sell I and the lnannet·1n which it should be regulated. 
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One proposition was, to place the uftice un­
,ter the direction uf tlle Gu\ cruur of the \\l' e~t­
.. 6l.rn ·re.~ritury. 

~It·. Sro:s-1-~ ubjectetl to Lhis, because he con­
cei\·ed th.e l~egislature wouJd in this Ci\Se ap­
poittt the officer, \rb.icb is contrary to tbe con-

• • 
s.ntu tton .. 

~lr. SHERllAN thought it best to delay the de­
.c.bion nf this subject. 1 t is ccrlil\nly a tnatter 
'lf hio-h itnpot-tancc to the U ninn, that this )and 
hl! Jf~poset! ef in the ~st tnant~er.. . ~o doubt, 
,fit is prupcdy tuanagr-d.~ but tt ~ 1\1 pay~ the 
,.,.-incipa1 and int_C'ee~t uf a[ l the debts of _the 
t- uited States,. saul he; but l have great obJeC­
J:iou to the tnanncr of settlement proposed by 
the bonurJ.ble genllen•an from Pennsylvania. l 
ihink it \\"uuhl tend to greater ad 'Tantage. to 
:-;ettfe the country gradually, iu con1pact bodie~ 
.. ts t;,e inhabitants can be spared fl"ont the other 
parr~ of tbe Union. But this business ought to 
be tnanaged \\"iLh a degree of cautio~ 1-:st we 
upen a door to that field of speculation_ 1n the 
certillc~te~ of the United States, by " ·luch the 
holders of the ~ecurities Inav be treated with .. 
inju~tice. 

It witl be a better plan to settle the country 
hy to\\· n~h1p~; so far 1 \vou~d be 'villing to go, 
and al so tnake arrangements for .cuanpletin~ 
the sur\""ef o~ those tract~ alre~uly d1spose<! ot. 
Pei·bap~ it nnght be well to_ g1ve rome ol the 
to,vnshtp lots to ~ettlers, \Vtthuut a.ny charge'! 
,-t-~erving others to sell at sotne lu ~ure uay., 
\Vhcn tR~)~ uec.otUe ll\OL'e valuable~ Ill conse­
~uence of the settle•nents around tlu:m. l_appre-
heJH.l w~ 5hould get more n1oney 111 th15 'vay 
than in that propo~ed. If 1nen are to take ou l 
\\'arran~, and lay thetn '':here they pleas-e, the 
settler6 wilt break up the gyound, and we ~hall 
be fu:·cetl to sell after a "bile, for less money, 
because the huids \vill be picked aud nothing 
but:. the refuse left; beside~ people not kno\ving 
''here uthers have locaterL, n~ay take up the 
:-5.illl~ to:..s~ atul lay a fuundatiun tur eternal la,v­
~·_~it -5 and discontent . 

.\lr. LEE thought the l..tantl Offi~ ought to be 
at lh~ ::;eat of Government., cun~equently he dif­
fen~d frntn the gen !lctnat~ ft:on1 P~I!n~yl va!1ia 
f ~tr. ~col-r) tn ht~ first pnnctp1e. l h1s bc1ng 
the ca~~ he ad \·isetlthe rising o( Lhe con1mittee, 
and wt~he() th~ appointtnent ol a select one, to· 
~ ~n e~ttgatc the subject, to exantine all paper~ 
~~uti con l!·act~ re~pecting the \\-estern 'ferri· 
tiJrY ... lJoth uf Congre~s and the seYcral States, 
th e. Jeeds of ces~iun, anrl the article5 of con­
!edeyation; frorn the ~eport of such an_ exatn­
!nauun, the House nught be able to drscover 
>OTIH~ proper plan for conducting the bu~incss. 
'l'he lllagnitude of the subje~t uetna~ds the fu~l­
e~t in\~e~tigatiun, and the '"1sdom ot the Legts­
latun~ \Vill nu doubt induce then1 to treat it 
a~curuing to it~ importance.. He had no other 
,-ie"v i11 mu,·ing the rising of the co1nrnittee; but 
l f gentlen1en insisted upon a decision, he should 
, ·ote agaiu~l the resolution. 

~~~ J5COTT. rfhe first ~cntlenlan \\·ho re1nark. · 
ed upon tny proposition, thinks \Ve ha\'c no right 

tn appoint the officer wbn is to direct the busi­
ness.. If 1 understand '"hat I brought forward, 
it tloes not go to appoint the ofticer, but to give 
adtlitional duties to an office•~ already appointed; 
thl~t·efure, that objection f~lls to the ground .. 

·rhc gentleman last up allt»ges, that the 
I~and Office ou~ht to be at the seat of GGvem.­
tn~nt. t would ask him if all those who want 
th~ lands live at the seat of Government? or ra­
ther 'vilt not the applications con1e From the re .. 
n1otest corners or the continentr It wiH be 
tnore difficult for .-eal settlers to go to the seat 
of Government, than to purchase the Ian~ but 
will it accomn1odate any class of meq? 1·here 
are fe,v, who know· what they are about, wiU 
cotne here to buy land, anll then ,go up to the 
()hio to look for it; \f they act the part of pru .. 
dent rnen, they 'vilt go and see the land first, 
and \\·hen tl1ey are therP, they can more conve­
niently apply for lvhat they \Vant~ than t•eturn 
by a circuitou~ march to the seat ot Government 
for that purpose. l had the convenience ur the 
purchasers in view \Vhen I n1ade the pro~i­
tion .. and by far the ~reater part of them reside 
in the neighborhood. ~len who are well able 
to pay you the price of the land cannot aft"ord to 
travel to N e'v York; they would be losers by 
the bargain if you \vere to giv~ them the land 
without charge, for a journey tlown here would 
require lhree lilnes the _price of a cotnmon rarn\. 

'fhe gentlen1an frorn Connecticut (Mr. SHER­
)L-\N) seetn3 to run away with an idea of settling 
that territory that can never take place; it has 
been tried without any suceess; the expeli­
tnent shO\\'S t.hat it tend~ to cull and destroy 
the land tnore than any other mode; besides, a 
an an 'vill give a third more for a spot of ~l"OUnd 
\vhen he takes his choice. than he will if ob­
liged to take it ~ood or had as it may be. 'l .. here 
is no necessity lor con\pelling people to settle 
clo!ie together in townships; the nature of the 
country and dread of the Indians will force 
the1n to do this; they always settle in stcong 
parties for their O\V n convenience. 

~rhe late settlers frotn N e'v England expe .. 
rience the inconvenience of selt\ing town-

of to precede then1, their settlentents wou d be 
1norc safe than they are. 

l\lr. 8EDG\\'ICK had no doubt of the necessity 
and pt·opriety of disposing of the lands in the 
\V estern 1,erri tory, but he thought the office 
ought to be kept at the seat of Government, be­
cause it n·ou ld be necessary to check the en­
terprising spirit which might grow up undet· the 
regu latiun. He knew n1ueh rni~ht be said on 
both sides: but he thought the people who \Vere 
generally the fir~t s~tller5 on a frontier, \vere 
of that class \vho had little money or property, 
and consequently uhab1e to purchase; it they 
wanted. real purchasers, they must go to those 
'vho had the money to pay; not that he meant to 
argue against the accomtnodatiou of the one class 
or the other; indeed, he should be happy to 
serve uulh., if it would enable CongresEl. to ge 
the be~t 1narket and highest price lot· their lands .. 

.. 
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To bpng the qu~tion fairly before the commit­
tee,:he would move to strike ottt ·~Go,pernor of 
tu \V Territory," and insert '-4 the r•·in-
c.i~l-Ofticer of the Tre-Mnry Departmentw' 

Mr. VINING said it was a very i1nportant 
subjecty-but perhaps gentletnen were not prepar­
ed for a d-ecision; if so, lhe question had bettfr 
be put otf till t() .. mot-row .. For his own part, he 
felt some-diffidence in saying much on the sulJ­
jett, but he agreed perf~ctly with the honorable 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. (~lr. SCOTT) 
in t~ Fi:nt:iples of his plan. ~e concluded \Vilh 
nlOYtD~ tbat the committee l"tse. 

Mr. MoonE thought very 'vell of the plan .. 
bat was not pl'·epared Lo decide. He suspected 
tbat if the-last rnotion obtained., it would tend 
to favor spe(?Jiators~ and therefore he should be 
a~inst it.. Be believed there was some jus­
tice in the ~et·vations thro\vn out by the gen· 
tleman f~om ConnectU:ut. (Mr ... SnERMA.N,) but 
this_ ~ht be eomplied with by li1niting the 
sales-to c.erlai.n boundaries,. that so- the pureha· 
seas should not run over the whole "rf'rritory. 

A desultory cunve•·sat1on ar()se, \vhether the 
resolution reported by the select com mit tee, 
and adopted by the Cutnsuittee or the \Yhole on 
the state of the Union, sho~ld be reported to 
the House; when it was u nderstootl to ue only . 
one of the number brought for\vard by Mr. 
Scor1, and, as scch, not to be reported till the 
wbole wete gune th t-ough .. 

The rommittec- now rose, and ~1r. BouoJ· 
:NOT reported that the eommittee't according to 
order, had the state or the Union under consi­
deration~ hut bad come to no resolutinu there­
upon.. 

COMPENSAT[ON OF THE PRESlDE..~l .. ~ &cw 

Mr.,V•xtsG saitl it was a subject nf consider-­
able delicacy, an'l he supfJ')sed Vt·ry f'l•_w gent, e­
rn en \Vould be ir.clinetl to speak three <rr four 
tir!JeS on a J)t!int;_yet this was_ all the alJt~antage 
gatned by go1ng tnto a cornmutee.. He "·as no· 
rnore interested than othe•~; every gentle1nan 
tnight judge of his own ca~~~ l.Jut alter it h'~d 
been befot e a coJnmittee of tweh'r,. in. nn.ler ht 
get the fullest :rense of the llou~ upon the !:lub­
ject, he \Vas inclined to recei,-e it \\ilhout ~o. 
n1uch circunt1ocution. He ob~~~rved, that the 
bu~ine~s had originat~d in a C ornmi ttce iJf the 
\\hol~,. and it was unu~ual to reconunit it ·with ­
out show in~ ~tne rt.-ason~ why. 

)1r. ''"' HrrF: gave up hi3 motion fo~· fl. Con-r­
ll)ittce of the \\'hnle. anti sai•l~ berore he ct»n­
st>nted to the report; he ~hortld Lle glad to know 
in \vhat sty\e it wa~ expectetl that ~he Pre:,i ­
dent 'rvoulll Ji,~e. lie obsec--ve(l the-re was ptMovi ­
si-o·n fut· the ex~n::,cs or a house, furniture, se­
cretaries,.el.erk3, c:trria~es and horses.. Perh:.p$ 
the sum p•·oposal tnight be too much ut· tna· 
little. He should like to see an estimate of 
how tn••ch was necessary for keeping the table. 
the ei}.llipnge~ &c. before he deciJed .. He hopefi 
the conunittee \Yould elo£idate this subject. 

"fhere was ~nothc1· thing he '' ished to inquire 
of the1n. The \:-ice President's S.'tlary \Vas. 

charged at five thnusand dollar:i; be could not 
cone~ive upon what principle that sutn \~as.. 
repot·ted. J)id it bear a proportion to hi~ s~r­
vices, or \Vas it in pt·oportiun tu what the •netn­
bers of the Senate and this House \vere tu be 
alln\ved? "fbere is nothing 'vhich obl~ges hi1u. 
to be attentiYe to his bu~iness. No doubt but 
the ~entlernan who boltls that offi£e at pr~se r~t 
\~iH be re~;ardful and diligent in ex~cuting th4: 
business assi~ned hi1n; yet the;·c is nothing ttv 

Mr. VIKING wished to call the attention of prevent the \Tice Prc~ideut f•·un1 re~iding at 
the House to a business he apprehended not h~nne an'l recei,· in~ hi~ sa\ary, \-.:ithnut cPluin~ 
''et-y lengthy; it \vas the report of a cotnm\ttee \\·ithin the 'vaH~ of the Senate-roorn. 1'lu~ 
on the subject of compensation to- be made to L nion is obii~tl f<) snppHr t bim;. hut l. ~tl~fl he,.. 
the President, Vice President~ the 1nemhers uf 'vouid n1ake that ~upport cnnd.hnna-\; he shou\tl 
the Senate and House of Representatives 1 for have a liberal pro\is:nn '"hi\e in public lift' .. 
theil~ ser\'ices; he \Vished genllet~n t(} ~on~uler but no longer ..... \:s to uelicncy. I knn·w of none~ 
the situation of every one concernell in this ~ir., that aught to lJe u~t r\ ,\-hde u·e ar~ in pur­
~usiness,. the111-~lves, and the continent at large. suit of the pubhc g\luc.l.. I speak then:~fon: '~ ith 
He hoped they \vould consent to tilke it up,. and cantlor \:vhat are tny ~t• tirnents on th:~ ~uhjec L­
he flattered hitnself the d1scuss~on \\OUlll not Other gentle1nen~ no dnnbt, do the 3-aaue: hut l 
tast lon~rer than a day. f :un clearly for exasnining into the principle~ be-

Mr. WmTE \\'ished to go into a Cuuln\iUee of l tore 1 agre~ to the cpnclu:;ion. 
the whole on Lhe business. )fr. P.AGF. \Yas sorry to see g~ntlt!n\en ~pin-

Mr .. FrrzsiMoNs did not like to ente~- upon a ning out the time tu liule put po~t~; certaudy ... 
lengthy discussion of a point that ,,·as iucapaule after hn:vi ng the ~ubject under ctHl~itlctatit~n fn.­
of much elucidtttinn by rf>-asoning; he the·refure nearly three tnouths,. they might b~ able to decille .. 
was against going into a connnittee at thi~ stage If thi~ bu~iness \\as fixed, anJ g~utt~anen 
of the business. l-Ie obser"Ved, that the conHU\t- kucw they \vere to ha"¥c- llut m•ld~ra.te ~ahnies~ 
tee ha.d reported something, and the 11\Cinucrs it •night pel haps lL .. ntl to tnake then\ more t.'X ­
'had been pretty generally cousulted ou the pet.litiou~; but at all e...-t~nt ~ . they '-'ught to lno,.,t 
same .. He hoped the Houstt would despatch the the rate- at 'vhich the-y attend., in l•t~lcr to r·r~u -­
"business 'vithout delay or lo~s of tin1e, if they late their expenses .. ·ro so1ue it nl1ght he a Blat­
\Vere at all inclinetl to take it up. ter of no conrt"rn, because Hu~y could bear 

Ma· .. W HlTE thought it nece~sary to go into a e,-ery thing of this kind for at\\ el1d~nlonth .. ·with­
committee, because there \Vet-e a uutnber of nut inconvenience; but thev ou~ht In cun~itle:r­
thinp mentioned., the reasons for \vhicb al1pear- the situation of othrrs.. \Vt· are~ ~aitt hr .. k~ep­
ed to hirn very uncertain... ing the Pre~ill~nt here "' ithnut any pro\ i...,tnl\ 
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J tiLY 13, 1789.] Compensation of the President, ttc. [H.oFIL 

for his support; but in this \Ve may think our­
set ves right, becauselt in his patt·iottc ardot·. his 
Jove for his country, be told 11s he was willing 
to pursue that illustrious exalnple which l1e set 
during the period of our calautity; he refused 
compensation for his services. But the consti· 
tution requit·es that he shall recei,·e a compen­
sation, and it is our duty to provide it. \\-e 
must als() provide something for our o'vn ex­
pense~ or it .. may reduce gentletnen not better 
prepa1~d than I atn to depend upon a friend for 
\vhat the public ought to furnish. 

}fr. ,~INIXG bad said the subject ,,·as delicate, 
but he did not concei,-e thet·e '\Vas any indelicacy 
in asking ot answering questions on this or any 
other occasion, where the good of his country 
was concerned. 

Mr .. LAwRENcE did not know, '\\!hethe1· the 
sum proposed was enough for the President or 
uot; but according to the terms of the constitu­
tion~ it ought tube granted as one su1n, because 
he is to receive no other emohuneot whatever 
ii·o1n the Gnited States~ or either ofthe1n. No\v, 
if it i~ declared he shaH receive twenty thou· 
~Sand dollars, and, exclusive of that sum, we 
make hi1n an allo"·ance for furnitu .. e, horses, 
carriages, &c-, such an allolvance is an etnolu­
ment beyond the compensation contemplated in 
the constitution; but I ha,·e no objection to 
blend these sums together, declaring lhe "\Vhole 
to be the compensation required by the consti­
tution. Besides., if we estab~ish 8alaries fur his 
secretaries and clerks, \Ve establish them officers 
of the Government; this will IJe i1uproper, be­
cause it infringes his right to etnploy a confi­
dential person in the manage1nentof tbose con­
cerns, for \vhich the constitution has made him 
responsible.. For these reasons, ~fr. L. moved 
to strike out all that related to horses! carriages, 
furniture, &c. 

~Jr. SHER!t!AN thought \t mucl1 better to give 
a net sum, because the President w·ould then 
ha\·e no accounts to settle "iith the l.T nited 
State5. 

~ir. SEDGW 1 cK considet·ed this a coo5tit u­
tional question, and therefore thought it de· 
served serious investigation. The provision 
Inade in the report, for paying the e1:pens;es of 
enumerated articles, does not leave the Presi­
dent in the situation intended by the cun~titu­
tion, \vhich \Vas, that he should be independent 
of the Legislature, during his continuance in 
office; that he should have a compensation fen· 
bis services, not to be increased or dintinishe<l 
during that period; but there is nothing that 
'vill pt·event us fron1 n1aking f•Jrther allo,v­
ance~, provided that the tVI!·enty thousand dol­
lars is all that is given as a cotnp~n'!atiou. By 
this construction, one of the n1o~t sat u tary 
clauses in the constitution \viii be rendered 
nugatory. :From these considerations, he \vas 
led to believe that the report \~ras founded on 
unconstitutional principles. 

~lr. BALD,VIN said, the Co1n1nittee of th~ 
'vhole, \\!ben the business was before the•n, had 
not detennined any thing on this point; that, 

consequently, tbe select ·committee were to 
frame a repul·t upon sueh principles as they 
judged proper. In order then to have every 
thing distinct and accurate, they had bl·ought 
lheir opinion rorwa .. d in the form it 00\V ap­
pears. If it be deemed pro~r to ga·ant an 
aggregate sun1, the House \Vouhl no doubt add 
to the t\,·enty thousand dollars, \vhab it was 
supposed these expenses would a.n1ount to. 

Ho\vever., he did not think the constitution 
was inft·inged; it \vas intended that the compen­
s:ltion should not be increased or diminished., 
during the President's continuance in nffice. 
Now it tnight be as \veil fixed, by making the 
allo,vance in part money, and part furniture, 
&c. a& by declaring a precise surn; it will still 
be a stated compensation. 

Mr. l ... ucKER thought furniture and plate 
ought always to be pt·ovided by Govet·nment, 
because, if 1t was necessary for every new Pre­
sident to buy these articles, it might put him 
to great inconvenience, unfess he t"eceived a 
year's salary in advance; besides, when he re­
tired from his situation, they would not sell for 
half the first cost. He thel"efol·e ''ished this part 
of the •·eport to stand" to~ether with the rent of a 
house; but would join in striking out all the 
rest. 

Mr. l\fAniso~ did not think the repot-t in­
terfered with either the spirit or letter of the 
cot):stitutiou, and therefore was opposed to any 
alteration, especially \vith respect to the __pro ... 
perty of a fixed nature. He \Vas sure, if the 
furniture and plate, and house l''ent, could be 
a\lo\ved, some of the other art1c,es might also. 
--rhe. horses and carriages will cost n1oney, and 
sell for little, after being used fo•· four years; 
this will be a certain los8 to the President,,,.. 
his fatuity; be~ides., the House ha\~e already un­
dertook to deh·ay expen~e~ uf this kind, and 
so set a precedent for the enu1neration wbieh 
hau been reported_ 

~lr. ,,-liiTE said, if a certain sum was as­
signed for the expenses~ th~ report wou1d be bet­
ter; but as it nn\v stood, there \Vas no certainty 
in 1t. One President n1ight circumsct·ibe it to 
a quarter part of the expense another would; 
consequently, the cunlpensation cou\d not be 
fixed. ... 

He au tni tted the propriety of paying the sa­
lary in advance for the first yea•·, as mentioned 
by the gentletnan r~Oill South Carolina. He ex­
pected this \vould be sufficient to defray the 
extra expenses \Yithout subjecting the Presulent 
to any inconvenience. 

1\lr .. BountsoT. If the J. .. egislature 1nay pro­
vide the house and furniture, they n1ay go 
further on the satne principle, and provide for 
the 1·est; he \Vas sa.th,fied it should be so, be­
cause it could be no in1l~ingement on the consti­
tution. 

Mr. LIYER:\!ORE hoped the \VOrds \VOu ld be 
struck out; indeed he \Vas ~orry they had eve1· 
been put in. 'rhe clause in the constitu lion is 
intended to tie do\vn the l.Jegislatut'e., as \Yell 
a~ the President; they shallnaake hi1n no cont-



661 G .. l\.LES & SE~t\TON'S HI8TCJRY 662 

H .. Of R.] (Jt:LY 14, l i~9. 

plimeots while in oftice., be shall receive nothing Mr. PA(i~>: now tno,ted to strike out twenty 
but a fixed compensation for his serviet:s. Give thousand dcJilars, and insert th!rty thou:;antJ .. 
hitn then this compensation. let it be equal to )fr .. 8Bt-ru inquired whether it was the in ten­
his usefulness; bat do not direcrhim to en1ploy tion of the llou~e to ~chile th~ President \\'ith 
so n1och to one use, and so much to another; 1t the expPn~e incurre,r., in consequence uf their 
eaonot be called a compensation when you tli- n~solutlon of the 15th ... \pril.. tie under~ton(l 
rect how it is to be expended; besides, it ,,·as that near ten thousand dollars had !wen laid 
\Vrong oo aoothet· account; why 3hould '"-e pn~.. out in purcha!tin:; furniture., and puHing th~ 
t~nd to dire~t him in the style in which he sh~ll hou~e iu order ltJr his _reception; it '!trght be di3 .. 
hver Let lnm havr a salary, and expend 1t 111 .agr·ceahle to the PresuJent th take 1t. f>frhaps 
tbe manner he shall think proper. i he \\·ould be- a cun~id~rable l~r by "!uch ft bar .. 

.Mr. PAGE was for striking out all the \\'oJ·d~, ! ~ain,. anll rnany of the tlsing~ mi;ht be uf a ua­
because be conceived it would be a;=tinst the f t u re he llisl iked. 11 c rJ,,.udlt the H nu~e hart 
spirit of the constitution. It t,vnuld be muc-h r been incon~i~h:nt v,-irh it..;clf in onlering the~~ 
moa·e hant.lsome to make one general provision, things for the Pr~idenfl} and then refu~ing to let 
titan to be thus particular in enun1erating the 1 fhPm be applied to bts u~. 
articles of expen~e. It has been hinted, that )lr .. St!ERJI.\...X thought the fl~:ru~e need nt)t be 
these articles of expense "ouid amount to half embarrassed on this point. "'f'he ~l:pense is lo 
the sun1 mentioned iu the •·epo1·t to be given a~ be. paid by tb~ [" nited ~tate~, and the furniture 
a f?Ompensation; if su~ he woultJ proPose to w~It be tth~ir pn•J!erty ~ to_ d•• ,,·hat they _Please 
stnke out all that related to the subject, anti so ,,.1th. Neither lhd he tbtnk th~ l{utJ~ lttcnn.­
insert twenfy .. five nr thirty thousa.nd, as the sistent~ bec;su~e it \Vas the object of tb~ 1-*egi~ ... 
Huuse 6haU deem most eligible. lature, by their forn1er ,.ot_.ll; to pro\ ide Holy 

Mr. STONE thou;ht the P1·csident ought to be fi)r the tetnpurary accotnmodatit>n of the l're­
at liberty to live tn any style he thou~ht pro- sidcnt 
pea·. and that the Hou8e ought to give hun such ~I r. BE:s~x ~aicJ. the business bad been p~o­
eompensalion as they thought his S{\rvice-s me- perly conducted. It \vas not in conten•phthou 
rited.. If yuu furni51l hin1 with a hou~P, hor~s, • to tbrou· the ftarniture or ao).,. oth~r expt.!nse 
and carriages. you declare that this is the Jlou~c, upon I he Pre~ident. lie pre;untetllhe prv~r­
the ho•~s~ and the carriages ,\-hieh he 8hall u~e. ry bclon;::ed to the l-nited :r;tatcs, but they \\-r,uhl 
] .. here is certainly some degree of indeJicaey in sell to the J).-e~ident such part as he chos~ 
thi~; if he was a prh·ate genf1entan,. he would to purchit:;e. _-\:;to the HoU!tf'. th~ Pre~itlcnt was 
be at Jibet·ty to use such as he liked Ut!:;L Sup- a not confined to i!; he rni~ht ~i,-e it up when 
pose he dislik~ thern, and \viii not hil\&e thetn'J he pleased, anrl take auother if h~ thought 
he is guilfy of a breach of the law .. is it intend- propes--. 
ed by tbe House to impeach hi1n J(,r ir? I ap· ]"he quc~tirHt on striking <JUt t\~enty tltt}fJ~autl 
prch£nd it is nut, fot· nn part of the cnnstitu- and in~erting thirty· thousand n·a~ di' idt-d. ~ud 
tioll gives US a right to uictate to hi1n 011 this f the first par·t \VaS agreed to, but the httter re .. 
head. lie would rather let the l1rc~ident ~et the· jel:ted. 
example how he ou~bl to lh·~~ than sec the Le- It Yltt~ nO\\. InnYed to 5trikc out the \\ urd~ 
gislature c.lirect hin1. EconfJJny l$ by no n1e~1ns secr-etary and t:h:rk5. 
disatlvantageuus to the United Slate~: if the ~Jr .. ~~~DI~o:\· thou!!ht the E«i\.~curi,t:• )la~i-.,­
President chooses to live in an ecunurnical tnan- i trare nught not to ha,·t' the P"Hver J.ff cr t. .. ahn~ 
net·. we ought not to pre,·ent bin1. I ufficers; yt:'t if he appointed ht~ :::;~ctet •. u·r zttu·l 

1\lr .. \-t~ING thought, as the I>t·csident \Yas the~ clerks, and tht~y \r~n~~ rec-ogn!~t~l.. eidtt?r \\ irh 
,-epresentative nf the natiun, that there ought to J re~p~ct to SihH },.. o1· official act.-, dh'f bt.'c;une 
be a proper deg1 ee of dignity at tachcd t;_. t ht· } officers uf the lru\·ernn1en t. 
office; he did nut \Vi3h f(.tr splt•nuur. but hoped t )I r. JJ E~~os tl itl nnt think it nect+ .... ~ary to r ~· 
to avo!d the apJ"'f'tH1tnce of penury .. Jt he n·as: CtJ~ni~P any such utlic~rs: tJu .. y u·erc tu tJ~~ e::-.­
right in this opinion,. the l~ uuse had. a right tu i tecnH~d t h~ tu t:t:c il!iSt n1 fll(•nts_ o~- the Pt t~sidt• u t, 
~hu'v wlutt tht~y ex{Wctetl ot u.e Pr~~·dcnr .. and, I 'tntf nut a~ ~hanu; lfl lhc adniHil!'ftatton. 
consequently, had a right tu enter· into the t 1 nu- t 'l~hc n1otaun \\iL'i pur, and t:arri~tl in the affir­
Ulel·attun propi,st•d in the rt"purt, antl e~tablish ; tna!i vc1 and then the ll••u::;e adjourntll. 
a u.uifnnn rule of ctuu.lut.:t in thtl pn:5idl·utial ( 
cha u·. , 'I• J t 

\Vith respect to its constitutional it\-.. his tuintl: t E5 0~\.\·., u.y 11· 
I "' . ~-·L:l'-- JL~.l)SJ-~\ EI .. E''·l~lt)~~-''"·as ped'ect Jy t'ilS.)", t It~ CUll~ tit Utiun appeared tu : t·. '' r '- · '- - ~ 

be Sll.ent; if so, the llntt[o)c h<ul the t·i~ht of in- i :\lr. _\)tk:S, fron\ th~ Conunittct-- of ~:lectinn~, 
terfef"rng. lie \\'underet.l htnv gcn tle:uan cou I d : tu \V horn u·a!oo J"l.'ft~r-rt•d the pt!-liriou -.1f a n !I utbt•s· 
a~rc•e tu provide plate and furnitu,·e-, yet ht:~i·l uf rhe citiZl'l•~ of ~e\\- Jt•t .... cy,., t:nntpl.tiniu~ ot 
ta~c \rith •·espt:'ct tu lht! c-I~.-k5 and secretary. the inehgibtliry uf the t'lecuou uf (he ut~ntbt•rs 
'\ e1-e nut the latter a~ nPct•s,~u·y as t h~ furntt•r? f hnl•lin~ st.~nrs 1 n thi3 f luu~e- a~ t,.lectt~d '" ithin 
J r sn, they uugh t to bt' e((Uall }~ pnn·itlt.•d i~.)l'. I that .s ra tl11

, ltl~ule a r~pul·t~ \\ lJ rt·h was n.~.c.ul. and 
'fl•~ q•Je~tiun un ~lr. ln\ \\"R t-:~~~~-;·~ 1uotiun t nrd("ri\d tn lie ou th~ tabl~ .. 

\Vas nuw takf•U, a ntl dt't•itlt--,1 in tht .. aflinna- 1 f)rdetftl. ·rhat a ruuuuith·t'\ b~lo apJ•oinh ... •l t." 
1h e. · prt'JtiU'('· and hriug in a lull or bdl!'l tu pnn nit' 
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for the GoYerntnent 
tory. 

of the Western Terri-

.:\nd a cornn1ittee was 
of l\lr4 F!TZ~IliONs .. Ptlr. 
HRO\\"X. 

appointed, consisting 
SEDG,VICK, and ~I r. 

OrdPtetl, That a cotnmittee be •tppointcd to 
prepare and bring in a bill or bills to provide 
for the settlen1ent of accounts between the 
t~ nited States a.nli indi\'idual States. agreeably 
to the onlinauce lJf the late Con~•·e-s~. 

_'\nd a co1nni i ttee \Va.s appoinit~ll of~~ r. R_u.n­
'' IX• M1·. STt:R(a~, anti Mr. SMITH, (of South 
C at"ulina.) 

~\.u e11gro~~etl bill to t·egulate the collf:'ction of 
tlutie~ imposed on goods., \Vare~, antl nlerchau­
.Jises inlporte£L into the L ni ted States, '''as read 
the third t\n1e, and the blat1ks therein filled up. 
R~?Mktd, That the said bill do pass, and that the title 

be H A.n act to reb u late the collection of the duties 
in1posed by law on the tonnage of ships or ~·esse1s, 
and on goods, warest and lllcrchandises imported in­
to the "C nited States." 

Ordered, 'That the Clerk of this House do 
carry the said bilL to the Senate, and de.,ire 
th t:it· cone lHTence. 

_-\.nd then the f{ouse adjourned. 

"fhe co1n1nittee, said he. have applied to the 
f!ouse for a po\\'e•· to se.nd a connnission into 
New Jer·sey, to take testitnony, in contradic­
t~on of w~at has been certified by the f~xecu­
t1ye l\lagu;trate; no'v I ~ubtnit to the 1-louse, 
whether this certificate, adtnitted to be true on 
all hands, is not the b~st evidence the nature 
of this case requires, anti \vhether It \\'ill bene­
c_essal·y to send through that State a cotntnis­
~lnn to_exatnine crery person, \Vho chooses to of­
fer eY1dence on the subject. I th1nk such a 
nleasure "·ill produce great e\·1\s, as a prece­
dent. aud 1nany others in its operation; in th~ 
firsl place, such e,·idence willl>e taken e~t parte, 
because it \\'ill ue next to itnpossible fol" the op­
posite party to attetHl, in order to Ct'oss-exatniue 
the \Vi tnes5cs. It " ·i 11 put the prt itioner~ to great 
expense and inconventence~ and~ after all~ tht:! 
certainty \\·ill be as great as it is at this nHHnent. 

But the precedent, 1 concei\·c, will lJe flX­
tretnrly uangerou~.. If a con tested elec Lion 
s~ou)u take place 1n 1\e\v I-I:HnpshiJ·e or Geor­
gia, 'ive shall be obliged to Sl"nd a cotnnlission 
into_ those Sta_tc~, for the purpose of obtaining 
testunony ,"-Inch, after all, can nrvcr be so sati~­
filctury as vira voce e\ideuce; and •nore titnc 
tnay br ~pent in executing this conHni~sion, 
"vhere the judges have to travel frotn district to 

'"-ED~.EsD \ Y, July 15. rl1~trict, through a State of 5 or 600 tniles extt~nt" 
~E'\- JERSE\~ ELEC~'"IOSS. and cxanline e,·ery judge, in.;.pector, and elector, 

'['he Hou~e proceeded to con~ider the report than the representation is chosen to sit. 
1nade yesterday by the Connnittee of Elections ,,-e thought it proper to lay these rea~ons ue­
on the ~tition of a nu rnbet· of the c1ti7.ens of fore the H ou~e, and there leaYe the ll)atter lo 
~~'"-- Jersey, conlplaining of the illegality ofthe their cJeci~ion, to\\ hich 've ~hall subtnit 'vith 
~lectlon uf the tuetnbers holding :seats in this all cheerfulness. \Ve Ct.\me here'' ith an ardent 
Houee, as elected 'vithin that State. uesire to cat-ry the constitution into eflect: ac-

·rhi5. r~p.Jrt st~ted that ce~tain all~gations_in I tuated by this n~otive, _,\·e HlPntion to the I~ou~e 
the petttlon t·equtred the testtn1ony of sotne \Ytt- the gt·eat atlentlon \\ htch ought to be paul to 
ne5~e~. \rhich the cutnn1ittec ditl not think secure the f'reedon1 of election, upon "·hich 
thetn;eh-e~ authorized to collect: the.r ~ there - 1 alone the "·hole fabric depend~. It is nut that 
fore .. req•Je~ted the direction of the House in \V~ dread the fullest inYestigation, tha.t ,\-e sub­
the inanner of proceeding '' ith re~pect to such n1tt thesc _s cnti1~1ents; it i~ our an~iety to h~' c 
te~tiruony; also "·ith respect to the request u( the quest1on ol our etectH111 speed1ly ~eternHn­
the petitioner~ \n fayor of th~~itting n1en1bers, , ed. and not tlelay~d by \vhat ''c concel\ e a usP -
that they nHgh t be heanl by counsel. I e~~ 1nea "!u re_. 

~lr. HorDI,oT observed. that he could an· The quest1on before the l-Iou~e appcrlrs to br, 
~wer for hilnself, and he believed for the other I \vhether it is nece~sary to obtain a fe\\· ad­
J~r'Sey members, that the sufrrage:; of their con- t tiona.l \vane.;~<:~, at grea.~ uncertainty n.nd ~x­
~tltuent~ had not been solicited by thern, nor pense; o1· "hether the e\·u.Ienc.e already be lore 
had they been anywise concerned in any of I the!n_, and \\ h_at tnay fu_rther be ad~ anced by ~he 
the tl'aH~action5 at the election COlnplained or. 'I petJttoner,, l.'lt'(l voce, ·~ nul suffictent to decHI(A 
In con~equence of the conunission~ received upon. 
frotn the Gu'"erno1· and Council of~ ev; Jersey, ~1 r. _\)tL~ brought ( uL \\ (lnl se\ eral re~olu-
'vho had dccla•·ed the electinn Jeual. he and tions, '"hich he thought \\'ould bri11g the que~­
hH co .. lleague~ appe3recl in the Hou~c; the Gov- 1 t_ion allud~d to by the h o n_or:lbl~ scntle.nan 
et llOI s conduct had been censu reu on the oc ~ 11 utn J Cl ~ey ( :\1 r. Bot:o I:XOT) I au·ly ue ton) thetn; 
c1~ion; hon·ever. their proceedings ha,·e been I t~l~ fir~t pre~cril!cl~ the tnode ol taking depo­
publishetl and laid before the House .. anJ. the Sitton~ by conu111~~•on. 
petitioners have agreed that they ~halt be all- ·rlli~ bring read. togPther wi f h th(l paprt s 
tnitted as evidence~ in thi~ casr-. He thought rontaining the charge~, &:c. aud t~H: certillt tdP 
it unnec~ssary that the petitioncr~o; in fa\'or of 1 of the Go \-ernor; 
the electHHl ~houlll be heard by couniel. He\ ~Jr. BE:'\SOS oiJ~ervt~d that the lluuse had 1 (l­

:-.aiJ the scntin1ents of the other si(tinc:r 1nembers fcrre(l thi~ lnt"ine;;s to the Cum1nitte(~ of :Eit~,· · 
COlllClLfcd \Vlth his_ 1_"hey gave up~cvery ad- tiOllS, (O report nt( {~ atisiug frotll the (llOuf-:.._; 
,-anta~e that n1ight arise fro1n this, rather than that it appP~u ed to the co•nnllU,~P .. lhat certain 
••Cta.;_,1on the great delay that tnust attentl it. I fact:; t·e,pe, 1 II\~ the •natHl .. r Ill\\ latch the .. t(JC-
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tion waa conducted, tnight be tnaterial, but the they nught to be intlul~erf ; that every citizen 
teetimon:r .eootd not be procured by them,. with- had a right to be heard in his own defence,. 
o8t the aid-of the HouseJ they tiad therefore where he con!tider~d his right conce-rned. 
made a of this nature. He thought the It \vas then moved that the rel'urt of the 
Bouse better consider whether th~ factsal- comn~ittee shou[t.llie on the table., •n ortlet· to 
laded to by the comrnitt~e were material nr take up the proposition of ~lr. BE~~~:"i. 
nof; if they were not. matenal~ the House would ~~ r ..... -\.~s E~ obJe~tetl to t~~~ proJ?O:!tlhon, a~ th~ 
not adopt the resolut1olls proposed by l-tr. A~Es; _ great~t tnchnve-n1ence~ nnght an~e from n; tt: 
but if they were. then those resolutions "·ill would discourage a nutnber of penple 'from ap­
~ome properly before them.. plying lor justic(~, ~~pe~ictHy th~ \vho 11Ted 

Mr. VINING opposed Mr. AllEs's prnposition retnote from t_!le s~at nf Gu,~erntnent, prt)vi.~ed 
for empowering the judges nf Ne\v Jers~y to du~y were obhg~·tf to attend •n per~n. and gt\ ,, 
take this evidence.. He was in favor of receiv- th~i!· te~tinu,ny. 'fhe elzgibility of takin.g de~ 
i!Jg the testimony viva voce befnre the l·~nu~e: pn;;itions in nlany instance~ particularly the 
the vicinity of that State \\'ould rentlet· this presertt, in preference tr): the delays. untertain­
mode not inconvenient; and if it shuuld be ty, and cnnnnous expenses that would inelita­
fwnd necessary to fonn commitJSions for this tably tend the 1node pro~d by the moliun., 
purpose in distant States, provision might be was clear to his mind. 
made accordingly.. After some tle'l!gltory conl·et~tion~ )lr .. BEN-

Mr. LA\VRF.~CE remarked, that it bad bPen sos '"·i[hdrew his pr6position .. 
questioned how far the House had a l"ight to in- ll r .. l.Es proposed~ that the ~port shonld be 
terfere in the election of particular Stat~tl, but 1 ,·~cnn~ntitteti., aud tbP cotnntittee authorized tn 
that 'Congress has receh·ed a discretionary pow- sefld fi•r evidenctt, ~pers,. and re-cordsz. andre~ 
er from the cunstitulion to •·egulate the time~ port a special state of tacrs. He saitl that it was 
1nanner, and place, of holding elections; ano the cu~ttnn of the Briti~h ll·,u~c of C11mmons. 
it is stated in another clause, that the election upon sitnilar occasions" to leave the •hhle bo~i .. 
and qualification of its O\VD 1nembers shall be n~~s to a cotntnittee; and ob~r,·ed. tfutt the exM 
judged by the House; by this means~ all trans- arnple of so old and ~ eXJ!erienced a legisl:ttive 
actions relati,~e to such elections aa·e included; body could he jollo"\\·ed with~afctyaud propriety. 
consequently they may determi11e in what man- "'I'his n1otion '"ag withdrawn. after ~tane de­
ner the investigation of such a subject shall be sultory conversation ha~.l taken place upon it. 
prosecuted. If al)y doubts arise on that point, The qu~~tir.n on the report of tbe colntnitt~ 
the sense of the House must be taken thereon.. then r-ecurred., on the quest inn whether the 

Mr. BRNsow proposed a day to be assigned judges of the Supreme Court in New Jersey 
on which the pal"ties should havt a hearing be- should lre authorized to t!tke depositions on tht~ 
fore the House on the question, eitht?'r by them- ~ubject of fact:; aJieuetl by the parties; '~hen, 
sel"Ves or by counsel, whether, by the. constitu- )Jr .. S£~EY n\ove<Y that \\-~dnt?sday n~xt be 
tion, an inquiry can take place befor"C the llou~e assi~ed f{ll- the pa•·tie:3 tn appear anti be heard 
relative to th.e tacti alleged. by their foun5el befnre the House, of which nu-

Mr~~ WHITE objected to counsel being intro- tice :-huuld be given; lUUl that the committ~e be 
dueed iu tbe present instance; he judged the disch;lraed. 
Hoose as comJ?etent to decide this business as lit·. EtvER~lORE obs~rvetl~ tbztt the l{tHI~e 
they had already been to determine tnany othet· \Vas much entbarrnssed; but, ~ir. I saw it frtHil 
constitutional questions. the fit·~t nppuintntt'nt of the conunith:P., I IJb-

Mr. JAcKSON was of op-inion~ that no such je~t to coun~el being introtlucetl into this flou~t· 
question ~oold be at.hnitted . \Vith propriety: to d~scu~s a .P.re,-iou~ que~~iun. "ft!is llou~t' i...; 
One elechon bas been determtned \1tithnut the tht Judge ol tts o-.vn el~ctluos. \\ ~ ha~e ap­

"'"aid of counsel ot· tX parte evidence, and he saw pointed a con1niitree to e-xatnine, but have nut 
no reason in the present case why a different ,·estetl thern \l'ith polver to dererrnine. ·rbcy 
mode should be substituted. rrhe au,hority of ha\-e not so tnuch a~ a po,.,·er to htlar.. If \\ e 
this House is not to be called in question by an ~l\·e I)Ur~nt"d ~\ ''"rtnl g; ~tep, '' hy ~hould ~ e pl·o ~ 
individual; there cannot be a doubt of its jut·i:;- ct:ell any further? J .. et the committee be tli~­
tlictiotl in the case. One gentletnan has been charged .. aBd a day appointed to hear the par· 
tried by the House upon the evidence that \\"aS ti(1~- It i~ Ill) .. uelermtnation ttJ hr-ar~ bettu·~~ I 
b1·ou~ht before us: it will not be pretendetl that judge. ..fhe comotittee ~hould be di~.hargetl.. it 
the delicacy and feelings of that gentleman the}- cannot pruceetl further \\ ithhut out· aul. 
could be less than those of the ~entlemen con- "f'he suhject nu\v belore tht~ llou"Se 13 mattlt·ial, 
cerned in the present question; it would be in- and of the greatest importance; antJ although 
consistent and unjust to subject one DlPtnber to ,,~e ha~e been heretofore wrong. ,,.-e ntay nun­
a ~ticular mode of trial., and then deliberate set our~~l,·e~ right .. 
whethea· that same tuode shall be adopted with I have no olijection that cnuo.scl shuuhl ~ 
respect to anothe.-. lu~at·d upon the tnerits of the pt·incipal qne~tiou. 

Mr. SENEY said, he did not doubt the jurisdic- 'l"hough after an investigation uf fac.ts~ we have 
tion of the House, but as some objections had detertnined in nne instance, and '"~Y we can­
been made by the petitioners, and they had not do the same now I cannot conceivt'. 
prayed to have the point settled., he thought . Each llouse is to judge of the elections, r~· · 
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turns, and qualificatious of its own metnbel"Sa 
'\That n1eans the wortl judge? \Vhy it cor­
resp:Jnds \\·ith the ancient rnax1tn, to hear a_nd 
tletermiuc. No\Y how can the House dctermane 
\\'ithou t he:. ring? If the House is to judge, we 
tnu5t bring all the evidence betor·e us, although 
the cotnlnittee tn~y haYe heard it t\venry lirnes 
·over. 

' LIGHT HOUSES, &c .. 
·rhe House, according to the order of the 

day, ··~soived itself into a. Committee of the 
whole House, on tile biU for the establishment 
and support of light-houses, bea:eoRs, and buoys, 
and ~~r authoriztng the several States to provtde 
anc.J regurare pilots-. 

Mr. 8ountN01' took the chair of the committee; 
and after some tirne spent therein, the commit ... 
tee rose and reported progress. 
COllPENSA TION OF THE PRESIDENT. &c. 

~Ir. ~~ ADisos l11ought, if tl1e jurisdiction of the 
Hnuse was call(\d in quest:on, it -.,vould be pro­
pel· to hear counsel ou that point, because it 
lnust bQ indel icale to detennine a question re-
specting tbeir o\\'·n jurisdiction., without hearing The House resumed the consideration of the 
u·hat could be advanced against it. report of the eommittee oo tbe compensation to 

~lr. PAGE \\·as in favoa· of recommitting the the President, Vice President, and members of 
t·eport, and letting the com•nittee proceed upon Congress. 
the duty to which they were ori;ina1ly appoint- "rhe blank occasioned by strikiog_i)ut on Moo-, 
ell. He said, if thejunsllictiou ot the House was day_lastJ was 'low proposed to be lilled. 
questioned, the parties had an indubitable right Mr. LlVERtiORE tnoved to tilt it with 18,000 
to be heard by counsel, and he hoped no ~en- dollars. 
tleman would a·efuse the people of .the Unued Mr. BGRKE said, there weresomemembersof 
States a privilege of this impartant nature, the committee in favot· of 15,000 dollars; othen 
'vhich bad been a1ways enjl!Jed by the subjects indeed were for a 1nuch larger sum he believ­
.of Great Britain. ed they went so far as 70,000 dollars; that 

~·lr. SToNE thought the authority of the H(Juse 20,000 dollars was an acconnnodation, atJd as 
tn detertnine any que5t1on respecting the elec- such he had agreed to it; but he was of opinion 
lion ~f any of its metnbers, \Vtts so clearly ex- that 15,000 dollars was sufficient; that 20,000 
-pressed ..and understand., from the fifLb section of had been once a~reed to, bat the expenses were 
the first article uf1he constitution~ that no duubt added at a subsequent meeting of the commit­
could ue entertained by the petitioners, or any tee; now, as the House had concurred iu strik­
une else; consequently, it would be a waste of ing out 20,000 dollars, and a proposition was 
time to spend any in hearing counsel on that come forward more correspondent to his judg­
puint. He had no objection to admitting a -lim- ment, he should give it support. 
iteu number on the tnerits oft1te main question, Mr. FrrzsiMONs presu1ned it was not a quP5-
i f required. tion before the House what the report of the 

~lr. BouDINoT infot·med the House that the committee had been, nor were the timents 
petitiuners meant to \Vithdrdw their request to any gentteman had there delivered to operate 
be heard by co unset. against the sense expressed by the committee 

\\"hereupon ~lr. SENEY \\'Ithdrew his rnt•tion in their report; if any thin~ done in ·committee 
for lllaking it the order or the da.r.. was to influence the d_ecisum of the RoRse, it 

The que•tion again rocurretl lor inserting a must be the report, whtch. spoke the sense of tim 
cotnlnissian lo go into Jer·ae_y to take ev.ideuce; tnajority. He further presumed, that wlten.the 
but it gn.J!,·ing J ate, the House adjourned. 20,000 dollars were -struck out, after all the ex­

pense had been erased, it was in the contetnpla-

'rHURSDAY, J u]y 16. 

_t\ petition of John Christopher Stoebel., of the 
~ity uf Philallel phi a, \vas presented to the Hou~e 
and re:td, praying that an exc1usi\'e privi!ege 
tnay be granted him f(u· a tenn uf year~, to con­
sta·uct and na\·igate boats \\·ith n·heels, upon the 
principles of a n1odel which he has invented, 
to facilitate the passage of boats up and down 
strearns and rapids., witho~t U1e use of oars. 

Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the 
table. 

~lr. BALDWI~, frotn the committee appoint­
-ed, presentetJ~ according to rn:cier, a bill for 
8~ttlin~ the acc.oun.ts between the t:nited States 
.and imdil"idual States, which \vas received and 
re{ul the first time .. 

~fr. FtTZ5IMo:ss, fron1 the contmitteeappuint­
ed, pl'esented, according to order, a bill to pro­
c.·ide for tbe govet·ntnent of the 'l'erritnry north­
~'·e!lt of the river Ohio, "·hich was rece1ved and 
!'ead lhc first time~ ~ 

44 

1 tion of the honorable move~· to increase the sum 
so as to include both articles. It WH with th~ 
'riew he voted in favor of striking out the 20,000 
dollars. 

Mr. ,.ft:cKER said it might happen, that the 
expenses a President \\ould incur at the first 
~n.terin~ on. the office would b~ so gre~t as to 
Injure ll.ts ,private fur-tune, and c.hstress hts fami­
ly.. A quarter's salary might be insu ffi.cient to 
defray the expense; yet if the President con­
tinued but three 1nonths in office~ this sum w.ould 
be all he was entitled to. He th6Ught it just 
and requisite to provide against accidents of 
this kind, if it could be done consistently with 
the constitution. With this object in view., he 
would propose that the Pre~ident1s compensa­
tion should be 26,000 dollars for the irst year, 
and 16,000 dollars fur every othet· year; that 
10,000 dollars should be paid him in advance 
on his coming to the chair. and the remainde; 
in quarterly payments. Its a•nount, he said. 
would be neady \Vhat was praposed by the 'en-

• 
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· iJ:~~-~n from New ~Hampshire., (Mr. LivEn- every body. He kno\vs the ~lay to blend di~­
-... : .·RE.J) and if the House was disposed to fi ~ on nity ClllU e-:onotny; antl I would ratllel·,_ on ihls 
~ ~tJi:trffi,. ·as a proper ~otnpensation, they might, account~ 1nake the aiJ o\vance 1ou ntuch ihan too 
.'~i'tJa:<fut a·nr material change, adn1it his propo- . little. I would, 1 hert:'fure., prefet· makin_g the 
~JW011i but 1f they rneant to grant either a greal- experirnent at ~5,000 doJiar~; a &Unl I hat, 1n the 
e) .. 't?r Jess SUln,. he hoped they would accolnrno- Pl·esident's h:.tllUS, ·will give unlbrage to no oner 
date it to his pi·iuciple. l\1r. BouDrKorr tn'-tde sonte fu1·t h cr observa­
, _ ~r .. STONE said, that a sum of 2~,000 dollars tjons respecting the exarninafion nu1ue by the 
.W9'Uld be as stnall a -sun1 as would an~'ver the co1un11ttee, fron1 '' ~ich 1t appearet! t~H\t the ex­
pllrpose; and provided that an1ount should be penses of the lJ1 estder:t oi the t: tntetl States. 
agreed to, (he expense of the Executive \vould · would exceed thr. expenses of 1he late Presi­
be less to the people than that of an}'- Govern- dent of Congress~~ in a variety of casrs. Two 
ment in the world. Jf it is considered that the secretaries would be wanting; tht-y 1nust be 
\tna,~oidable expense will be great, antl thn t the tnen of abilities and infortnatio11; but the com­
~assistance of two or more secretaries wili be tni ttee COl'Jcei ve<l extra provision 'vould be made 
'necessai~y for the -President to discharge his far lhem bv the I-Iouse. If the ·whole was to 
h4gh and importan-t trnst't aad 'that it cannot be be comprehended in one grant to the President~ 
exp~cted t~at persons in such a stat inn shuu I d he would_ ralher inc~,e~s~ th~ sun1 1:eported by 
be 1n sh·cutened Ol, dependent c1rcuimtances~ the cmnnultee than rlim1n1sh 1t. Ongtna\ly he 
·this sum 'vill not be found to e~ceed the abso- ' lA'as in favor of all owing 16~000; but then h~ 
lute expense, with a u1oderate c.otnpensatlon for thought the exper.~se of secretaries, carriagef:., 
the services of the President. It is also a furniture, &e. was to b-e an adJitional r:.llo,, .. -
nlaXiln ot' sound policy, that executive officers auce. Since the Iiouse had detennined other­
~h.ould be independent. wisP, he 1avoreu nn adtliti,)n to the 20,000 dol-

~1r. \V1-11TE. Sir, I do not say that 25,000 Iars. 
clullars"wiU ur willl-HJt ue sufficient; but in order Mr. JAcKsoN ·was disposed to move 30,00(} 
to determine the necessary su tn ~ 1 ~IH1U Jd "vish doll ark!; but he \vas \viU rng to accomtnodate~ 
to know the style in which the !)residen t is ex- and agree to 25,000 dnlfars .. 
peeled to live. If a style of 1nagn"dicence anll 1\ir. VE'!ING ol>~erved, that the comn)\tb:e hatl 
splent.Jor is to De auoph·d, this 8Ull1 i~ too ~lnal!; 110 documents whereby they cc ~u}d farrn a judg­
und if eco'uunl}' is pursued, it may be too 1nu eh. rr1ent; they ha<l no light to guitle then). '"fh('y 
.Until this is knowu, it \Vill be extrenu~ ly difH- cou1d not foresee 'vh,lt arnbass,~don; and forei~n 
eult to decide upor.1 a proper stnn; and wh en I lniJlisters 1night be sent to th1s country, noL: the 
give tny vote, l wi~h to do it en such inforn1a- expenses the Pl esident lnu&t ncces..,ar\!y incur 
tion as \vill satisfy n1y mind \Vith re ~ pei:' t to its upon H1t1t :lccount, to supp::rt the hono1· and 
propriety, and ~h(nY u1y coustitu ent:.-; th ~ reason · d 1gnity ot the United S lat~s . lle furl bee re ~ 
abJeness of the 1ncasure. Will he li\'e in a nJarkcd, that there are l'ases in \vhich genero~ity 
~n~,t·e expcu.sire style than the fo1·n1er Presi- is the be~t ~conorny, and no lo~s i:5 e,·ersu!)tain­
dent~ of Congress, <n· wHLhe live nearly in 1he ·cd by a dtc~nt ~nppori of the ~lag1s.tratc. /!\.. 
sa_rneP If so, \\hat ·w_as that expense, or what c~rtc~in appeatance or par:tdc and external {]ig­
\V1ll be the. probable lDCl'Pa~e? 1-Io'"'- was tha.t . rnty JS n<::cessarj' to b~ supported. Did I., s.lid 
rnoney apphel.J, and ·what will now be nece~sa- he, repn~~ent ~ hu get Sti:l le, 1 \";.·ou!d spea.k \Vii h.. 
ry? If these questions can b-e an~nvcred, ~en - nH}fC confitJence t ; Jl the BtdJie ct. \'\-carehJnnl­
tle)Hen n1ay t!eekll~ \Vith tnore. pr~ci si on than I ed Gy the ghost of pnvt rty ~\'.-ear~~ &.tunnet\ 'vi1l·.r 
theJ; ca•; '"hile the _subj_ect is J,_ft a!le~t. the clallHH uf con~p} a:nt thruughout ~he State~. 
~·j ~., ~l~LD"\y tN S4~ ul, 1t ~vas nnpuss1~f e to get llut UHdel' f~e au sptc~s .of nne l~ ~rget tc Gn\'ern­

thc 11~ forn•alton ihe gcn d C lfli:Hl ~ 1 cqu n~d; the na~n {, our fu 11 d ::1 wd 1 u e es tab nshed G nd aug­
couluuttc~ had tnadc all ihe exan11natton 111 tht ir~ tue~t~d,. auti, 1 tnak e llO doub,, "\'it! he found 
(Hll\"er !''lth resp~ct t(~~the H_Ctual e-x pense o{ S~~~Clellt ~U (tlh\\~l' a ll _th~ pnq:;o~c.:s nf the 
_S!-tpporhnq; \he gffice. 1 hey fo~n'Hl fonn~r i-.. re- l: tliOJL But our cali.:td Rtlous ou,5ht not to l;~ 
su.lents o~ Cougress, \V~1ose offict".,. by tne by, con~n~cl to the p1 ~~~ en ~ tUOHlcnt a!one. jf it 
\vas les~., 11npnrtanl, anu who~e as~n;taut:-3 \\~rc.l ~L01u_d l}e Ct_lnterHI<!d by any gentlen1an.,. that \'\'l~ 
less nutncrous, fxpeuded 7,,ooo't 8,000, _ and ~o n(1ve ·~not 111 our po\\er to suppo1t the Gove-rn­
on to 13,000 dollars aunualJ:y. lt""troln thu~ .. sorne nH:ut 1n a pl'oper style, then there is an entl (}f 

gentlernen 'vet'e leu to l.>elte\·e 17.,000 tlollcu'3 the business. \'fe should ren1e1uber that the 
tuight b~ sullicie_nt )~ this inst~!lee. :S~tt \Ve J~re~eut t!n~e is the .sl·ason fo1· organizing the 

-~e~·e, Si'l.Hl he~ leiL \VItfHJl~t any t •. 11ngsat J ~ rac!o- GovernnH~!lt . . /\. r~hellt ~:tn'l JtHttULe dclibera.-
r y on 1 h 1 s s u b J e c t ; an 1 l_ w h e n 1 he que~ L i o n . \vas t i o a is i' c q :J i :, ; ~ c t ~ > i_ n v est i g .. l t t! i t, a u d by t h u t 
pressed on the colnnH ttee~ they vaned. 1nn.n rneaus th t! U.l\lou u t ot ( h~ c\ \ d 1 i~t '\\ i H te in .... 
1,5,0~0 to 25-,000 dol Jars; 've wc1 e thendorc ob- cr~ased; in fti_hu·e the s essions will be ~lu\rf'7 
h~cl~ to <n~ ernge. the s t.un. . illH~ 1 he laad of e:x pen.se grec1tl y lli minishcd .. He 

'~' e were ~ati~fi_ed that tt !nu-st be left to ex- wa.s opposed to nny l'{ ·duction of the sum,. as he 
p~1 .1:1nen l b' detennHlC \Vhc~t the allowan ce ou gh t had al \vays th· ~ t~gh t it to~ s~:nalJ, and ,vHuhl ra-­
to LH\; and \Ye were c~\rtau1 tha~ the g<~ntletnan ther pt opose to Hll the 1-Jtunk \Vi~h 30,000ut)\lir~­

.. '-, · I~o ltad to n1ak~ the J_l~ .;;t expennH~l_~t _wo~lld do 1\lr. l)AGI<~ HH~!Hidne(t that 30,000 doltnrs htul 
1t H\ ~. uch ~\ !lVJiiner as to g_1\'e S:l{J ;;fac twn to t:~en proposed; tho·..tgh \i e tlJought the ~nuu adtt-



671 OF DEBATES IN CONGRESS. 6i2 

JULY 16, 1789.] G'ornpe'f!:sation of the President, ~c. [H. o:F R. 

.quate, it '\'US not sufficient to support pon1p and 
parade. el'ho~e " he said, \Vere entirely OUt of 
the question. Ife had tnade a calculation upon 
t he probable necessary expen~es, and found, 
that exclu~ive of that dtgnity and pageantry 
talkcrl of, thi~ su tn \-voulu suffiee. If he had 
contetnplateu the splendor ancl pa{2;eantry allud­
ed to~ he ~hould not helve thought of 30,000 dol­
lars~ nor ,10,000 dollai·s~ for he believed 100,000 
dollars insufficient. But if the conunittce, upon 
investigation, ·were convinced that 20,000 dollars 
\vould be a cornpensativn for his sel'vices, exclu­
sive of an aHo\vance fur his expenses, \vhen the 
,vhole 'vas taken together, it rnust at )cast 
.tunou nt to 30~000 dollars; for this reason, he 
1noved to fill tbe blank \vith that ~utn. 

"fhe que'3tion on 30,000 dollars was put, and 
rejected. 

Ivft~ . PAGE then movetl 25,000 dollars, which 
\Va~ carried; aifinnative 30. negative 17. 

]'he I:-Iouse then proceeded to the second part 
·ef the rcport5 viz.; "'fhat tbere be p11id in like 
quarterly payn1ents to the Vice President of the 
~Jnited States, 5,000 dollars per annunL" 

_\1 r. \\T HITr~. I do not like the principle on 
"":hich this provision is tnade for the Vice Pre­
sident; there is nothing, I believe, in the con­
s titution \vhich gives hi1n a right to an annual 
sum; it fixes no duty t1pon him as Vice Presi­
dent, requiring a constant attendance. He may 
be called u p1)n to act as President, anu then 1 
would give hin1 the salary of the President; at 
other tin1cs, he i~ to pi·esule as President of the 
Senate , then I 'rould pay hin1 for his sel'vices 
in that character. On th!~ principle, I shall 
111o-vc to ~trike out the clau.it'; if that is agreed 
to, f prap,}~~ to otfe.· nne., a II owing hi Hl the pay 
of l'l'c~ident~ ·whe n he act3 as President; and a 
daiiy 11ay duiing the tiu1e he acts as President 
f>f 1he Senate. 

~Ir. P .\GE \vou ld second th e nlotioa for strik-
1 l1 g out five thousand dollar~, but \Vi th a d ifl't.l r­
e ut vi·.:w froln what had been 1n tencle:l hy his 
\VortiJy cnllP,4{!Ue. I-Je ';,-'~sh~d il struck out, 
in onJ. .. r to iutrodure a larger surn. J-lis idet.l 
\ras, that a proper propol'tlnn \Vtt") nat ob~erved 
between the Si\ lary or the Fi r~t and Second M a­
~i st rates. .:\ii {o the utility of the office, he had 
noth ing to say. I-I c l:ad no hand in fol'tning 
the consritutiHn; it he bad., perhaps he should 
ne•:er h~1ve th:}u~ht of such nn oflic~r; but a~ 
'V<.' have .got hin1" \\·e •nu~t nn~intain hirn; anti 
1hob2 ,ge ntlenr~\n \\'ho talk of respectab1litv be~ng 
attacl1ed to high office~., tnust adtnit, i1l a cntupa­
J'Cltive vie\V, that h~ is nut su pportetl \Vl th digrti ty. 
provided a ~ituntion derives its dignity fro tn 
t he mmH~y given hi1n by ,.vay of sa.lary; for his 
part, he thought mo ncy, abstractedly consider­
ed, cn~1ld not bcstotv d!~nity. Real dignity of 
character proceeds frotn a tnuch nobler source: 
but he apprehended the people of the United 
State~j whose repre~entative the Vice Presiuent 
\V~ls;vrou ld be displeased to see so great a dis­
tinction 1nade bet\veen the President and hitn. 

~lr. SEDG,VIcR saiu, the argu1nents of the ho­
tHH able gentletnan fnnn Virginia, ( i\1r. VV II ITT!: .. ) 

did not !5trike him with any force, nor did he 
see the irnpropriety spoken of. One reason 
why the pay of the 1nembers of the Senate and 
Ilouse is per diem is~ because they contemplate 
their being together but a very inconsiderable 
part of their- ti1ne; but I suppose, said he, that 
Pve ry gentlen1nn who h~s considered the subject, 
has deter1nincd in his own tnind. that the Vice 
President ou~ht to retnain constantly at the seat 
of Governrnent; he n1ust always be ready to 
take the reins of Government \vhen they shall 
fall out of the hands of the Presidenl; hence it 
'vi ll be necessary that he should, for this cause, 
if not foa· any othe1~, preciucle hi•nself fronl 
every object of einploynleut, and devote his 
whole time to prepare hitnsel f fo1~ the great and 
itnportant charge for which he is a. candidate. 
lJnder these circumstances, it is necessary that 
he should be provided with a constant salary, 
to support that rank \vhich \Ve conte1nplate for 
hint to bear; I therefore conceive it must be 
such a pel'petual· salary as the President is en­
titled to receive. If the principles of the mo­
tion are inadmissLble, it eannot he supported by 
argu menl, becau~e very little information can 
be obtained on which to ground our reasoning. 

lVlr. SENEY said., that, acc.ord1ng to the con­
sti tutj on, a corn pensation i8 to be made for ser­
vices performed. 'I' he Vice President 1nay 
absent hitnself the \Vhole titne. l-Ie proposed 
giving bitn a handsotne alhnvnnce 'vhile em­
ployed, but thought he ought to be paid per 
d ieu1. 

!\Jr. SHERliAN adverted lo the circun1stance 
of s,llaries being alln\ved to Lieutenant Govern­
ors In the several States \Vhere such officer~ are 
appointed; ~o that, according to this tnode, the 
grant tnade to the Vice Pre~itlent would cor­
respond \Vith the practice of the States indivi­
dually. It appeared also, he said, to be neces­
sary, inasn1uch as this officer \Vtmld be taken 
fro1n all other~ bu si nes8. 

1\lr. \V. HITE. If I thought, sir, the attend­
ance of the ''ice Presirl en t as necessary as that 
o t the Pt esid en t, I \vou l (1 not hesitate to allo"v 
bitn an annual salary; but I do not conceive it 
to be ~() nece~~a1 y; it i~ not tnade so by the 
coni5titution. If he had been appointed Vice 
President as a perpetual counsel foe the Pre­
si tlen t, it \vould have attel'( .. d the case; he 
\vou lfl then have had services to rendet·, foe 
which \Ve ought to cotnpensate hitn. The ho­
norable gentletnan from Massachusetts (Mr. 
SHERMAN) has in titnated that he will be pre­
cluded fron1 following any other business; there 
is nothing in the constitution which precludes 
hitn from follo\-ving what profession he thinks 
pt'oper. I atn Willing to pay hitn a full and 
liberal allo\vance f(w all the sel'vices he renders; 
but I do not think we are authorized to institute 
sinecures tor any rnan. 

It ought to be considered that the Vice Pre­
sident has personal advantages fron1 the ap­
pointment to that office; it holds hirn up as the 
8uccessor of the President; the voice of the 
people ic; sho,rn to be consiucrahly in his t:tvnr; 

• 
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ami if Jae be a d person, there will be out a salary41 it may be he cau resitle at home~ 
but little 4oubt of .bis succeeding to the presi- and pu rsne his domestic business; therefore the 
dential chair_! not that I would make this an apphcation if! that case does not appeA.: tu me 

t to diminish his compensation. I would to be conclusrve. 
ampty for all the servicet be render'S, My colleague says 1bat he will derive advan-

•t _as a1nply as the Government and cir- tages from being in 1he line of appointmE*nl t(J 
comstances of the people will admit. Wbeo the presidential chair. If he is to be consider .. 
perferminJ the duties of- Pre-sident, he should eo as the apparent successor of the Pre~idtDt; 
receiye the salary as such. to quality him!'elf the better for that office., be 

The constitu(ion has stipulated, that the Pre- must \\'ithdraw front his o[her avocations't and 
sident shall be compensated for his services, direct his attention to the t~btaining_ a perleet 
that we shall ascerta1n it by Jaw; hul it has not knowledge of hi! intended business. 
Mid one s,rUable with re~ct to the pay of the The idea that a man ought to be paid only io 
Viee Prea1dent;. hence 1 consider it would be proportion to his services. holds good in some 

~ to paf him on any other ptinciple cases, hut not in others. Jt bolds~tood ju IPgis­
thaD Ill pro~rtion to his services~~ If these lative busineS!, but uot in the executiTe or judi .. 
reqnire five thousand dullars a year, it may be cial departments. A judge will be sometimes 
made to amount to that sum, at so much pe.t unempJsyed, as in the case of the Vice Presi­
diem. dent; yet it is feund necessary to claim the 

As to the obse"ations of the gentleman from whole ofltis fime and attention to the duties for 
Ccmlieetic:at, (Mr. SHEB.MAN,) that Lieutenant which he is ap~inted.. If tt.e principle of pro­
OO.ernora receive salaries in the several States. portioning the allowance to the quantllm of ser­
and therefore it .-ill be proper to grant one to vices pertorined oblains't it will be found that 
the Vice President, in order to comport with the Judiciary will be as d~p€tnd~nt on the legis .. 
the practice of the St.ates individually. I shaiJ Jative authority, iS if the 16egislature was to 
only remark, that in some States they have no declare what shall be their salary for the sttc­
sucb officer; in others, where th~y have_ such ceediog year; because, by abridgan_g 1h~ir ser­
an o·fticer, they give him no pay at all; in some, vices at every session, we could reduce them to 
thef are paid according to their attendance on such a de,reet as to Tequire a very trifling con\­
buStness, in the manner that I propose to pay pensation indeed. Neirher do I, Mr .. Speaker~ 
the Vice President. Bnt admitting that every c.onsider this as a sinecure; but that will ~_ppt»ar 
State bad an officer of this kind, and that they from the reasons already pvt'n~~ The nffice of 
paid him a salary Jike tbat proposed in the re- a judge is liable,. ir. some degr·ee. to the same 
pQrt, it would be no argument why the General objection; but these kintls of objections are 
Goverameat shouhl pursue a practice incon- levelled against the institutions themselves6 
" with tbat economy and sense of p~rie.ty We are to consider his appointmeDt as a part 

whieb -it aught to be the study of the Repre- of the constitution; and il we mean tu. ~arry 
senfatives of the people of the United States the constitution into full effect. \ve ought to 
to to the1r constituents, make provision for his support,. adequate to the 

r. MADISON., I do nut cancu•·, Mr. Speak- n1erits and nature of the office. 
ec, in sentiment, with mr coUeague on this sub- ~Jr . .. :\.liES said tbat the Vice President\~ ac­
ject.. I conceive, sir, i the constitution is si- ceptance of his appointment \\~as a renunciation 
lent on this P.Jiut,. that it is left to the Legisla... of every other avocation. ""'ben a man is taken 
ture to dectde. according .tn its nature and its ft·om the mass of the people for a particular 
merits. The nature of the uffice \\·ill require office, he is entitled tu a compensation fnnn the 
that the Vice President shall allvays be in public; dur-in~ the tirne in ~hich be is not par­
readiness to render tbat se1•vice \vhich contin- ticu]arly etnpJuye(J, he is supposed to be en­
gencies may require; but I do not apprehend it 1 gagt·u in palincal researches ror the benefit of 
to be in our wea· to derive much advantage l his counh·y. 

the severa States; because \Ve ~haJJ find them l be chosen to thi~ office; but if a conlpett"nt sup­
ditf'erently provided for by the difteren t Go,:ern- I pnrt is not allo\\.-ed~ the cho!ce will be confined 
ments.. If we consider that the Vice President to opulent cha1·acters. ~fhis i5 an ari6tocratic 
may be taken frum the extremity of tbe conti- idea, and conh""a''leues the spil"it ()f the cons.ti­
nent, and be from the nature of his office ob- tution. 
liged to reside at or within the convenient reach Mr. SENEY. This, sir, i~ a subject of a clefi­
nf tbe seat of Government, to take upon him cate natu.~~ and the discussion of it t""ather dis­
the exercise of the President's functions. in case agreeable; but I think it n1y duty to d~clare 
of any accident that may ueprive the Union of 1ny sentin1ents freely upon iL No argun)eftt 
the services of their first officer. we n1ust has been adduced to convince rne that the Vice 
see, I think, it will often happen that he wiJI President ought to r~eceive an allowance a.uy 
be obHged to be constantly at the &eat of Go... mol~ than the othet· members uf the Legislature .. 
vernment.- No officer unuer a State Govern- He cannnt be co1npelled to perform any duty. 
1uent can be so tar removed as to make it ·rhis is an imJ>!)rtant subjecty anti nu~ht to be 
inconvenient to be called upon when his ser- n1aturely consulered. as a great de:tl depends 
vices are .required; so that, if he serve with- on the decision \vhich will no\v take place. 
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Mr. BuRRE observed that the situation of our co•ne so near the proposed salary, that the saving 
finances was so mucb etnf:.arrassed, as to dis- would be an inconsiderable triffe; but if the 
empower us from ~tving such ample ~alat·ies as sessi'?n was longer, it might a(nount to nuwe 
we n1ight, under dltlerent circumstances, think than 1s contetnplated by any gentleman. -
necessary; that it was but reasonable the Vice Af r. PAGE lvas clearly for making the aUow ... 
President should receive a compensation ade- a nee by annual salary., becau&e the office, was 
g!:late to the second officer in the Go''ernment. pel'fl'~n~nt; a daily allowance could not be 
He will be subject to extra. expenses by livin~ relied- ·ttpo~- .Qecause.,j( _ilie Senate sat but a few 
at the s€'at of Gol'Prnment, and w·ill be obliged days, it \Vould be incompetent, even at one 
to 1naintain hi~ dignity. Mr. B. further sug- hurH]red dollars per day; 1vhereas, if theses­
g~sted that the sum might not be fu]Jy sufficient, sion was of long continuance, that sum would 
but in our present situation, it was as much as be more than the services could require, if 
\ve could atford.. they a1·e to hold a co1nparison with those Gf the 

Mr. AltEs, in his reply to ~ir. SENEY's ob- President. If the House agreed to strike out 
set'"Vations, pointed out the difference of the t~e five thousand. dollars, he would propose 
situation of the Vice President and the mem- e1ght thou~and, wh1ch was not one-third of what 
bet-s of the Legislature.. was given the President. 

Mr. SEnow1cx made ~orne additional remarks Mr. Bol.lDINoT. The question seems {o turn 
of a similar natul·e, and further observed, it tnerely· on this point, whether the Vice Presi­
would be necessary that the n1embers of the dent shall receive a per diem allowance, or an 
Honse should return and associate with their annual salary? The constitution ought to ser"Ve 
constituents, in order to learn their sentiments as the ground on which to determine it; thet·e­
and their feelings, and witness their situation fore we are to consider the point of view in 
and \vant!, that they may conseque-ntly t·esulne which this office is placed by that instrument .. 
their tortnet" occupations: but with r~spect to The second article calJR hin1 into view \Vi rh the 
the Vice President, his acceptance must be con- President; he is to be eJected in the same ma.n­
sidered as an abandonment of every other put·- ner as the President, in order to obtain the se­
suit; he n1ust reside at the seat of Governlnent, cond best character in the Union to fill the 
and will necessarily incur extra expenses in place of the first., in case it should be vacated 
consequence of his offic.e. by any unforeseen accident. The constitution 

M1\ SToNE.. I am for givin~ such salaries to consider~ him a respectable officer; he is to su­
the officers of this Government .. as will render persede the President, when it shaH happen 
them easy in their situation4 .But we are con- that the First h-fagistrate dies, or is removed on 
fined by the constitution; salaries are to be impeachment and conviction. These aJ·e the 
given for services performed; they are consi- great objects hf his appointment. His duty as 
dered in no other light. The Vice President President of the Senate is only collateral; con­
cannot be vie\ved in any other light than that sequently he ought to be respected, and provid­
of the President of the Senate. I am for his· ed for according to the dignity and irnpot·tance 
being paid per diem, but would allow him a of his p1·incipal character. If still inferior du­
generous support. I do not think five thousand ties were attached to him, would it be an argu­
dollars are sufficient; I wnuld allow him a ment tor reducing the con1pensation to an 
larger sum, \vhich allo,vance, per diem, would equality \Vith what ought to be granted, if he 
amount to what \Vould be fully aderJuate. perfo•·meil such inferio1· duties only? I appre-

~ir. S~tiTH 1 of South Carolina, said, that by hend it is a principle of this nature which urges 
the constitution, the Vice President could nut gentlemen on to press the amendment. I can­
be consiueretl as a Senato•·, and therefore could not see any reason for differing with the~nnsti ... 
not, with any propriety, be paid as such. Con- tution on a point in \\'hich I think it ought to 
sidet-ing him as an officer in the Government, guide our decision. 
next in dignit:r to the PresidPnt, and particu- I think there is an affinity between the dura­
l~r!y designated by the constitution, he must tion of the office and the con1pensation. The 
support a correspondent dignity in his style of constitution establis~es the office for four years; 
living., antl consequently ought to ha,·e a com- the compensation ought to be made com•nensu­
pet~ot allo\vance for that purpose. He did rate with that idea. 
not think five thousand dollars would be consi- The question on Mr. WHITE's motion was 
d ered too tnuch, and wou I d vote for that sum. taken and lost, as was ~~ r. PAGE~s motion for 
The idea of a daily allowance must be given up, striking out 5.,000 and inserting 8,000 dollars .. 
as inapplicable to the situation astiigned him 1.,he proposjtion being then a.e;reed to, 
by the constitution. He is there recognised as 1,he House proceeded to consider the follow-
Vit,e Pl'erident, and as such ought to be pro- ing: 'I'hat the daily pay of the n1embers of the 
vided for. A daily pay of twenty-five. or thirty Senate .. and House of Repr~sentatives, for their 
dollars would appear a large cnrnpensation; .Yet ~tten~anc~ at the t~me appointed for the m~et­
if Congress sat but one hundre.d days, 'Vhlch, 1ng of the1r respective Houses, and for the t1me 
in all probability, would be the length of theil' they shall be going to, and returning therefron1, 
future sessions, it \Vould be in!:tufficient for his allo\ving the travel of twenty miles for each 
support. But suppose it one hunure•l and fifty day, be six uollars, and of the Speake•· of the. 
tJays; this, at thirty dolJars per day, wou1d House of ReprP.;:entatives hve1, .. e dollars. 
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·~:('kr .. S.Bl>GWJeit moveft to amend this propo- f the Senate; thu~ again we are upon a toot in~. 
-_ttitiou1 .. atl--as-to give to the rne~ers of the Se- f Now, unless f!entfemcn mtkan that we s-houfJ 
~ Jt~ -doHars per da;r, and fi\'e to, the men~ - dttpr~s~ our~ell"~:s, and th~reby ~t t~e Sen<tte 
bets nt the House of Repr~se.ntatn·e~.. Hts abol·e u~ .. f rannot coorei\-·e 'vhat lourula.tion 

for introducing tht'l distinction wa~, there \-vill be f!l-r a di~critninatioo. 
tliat tbe ... convention had made it in the consti- a.tr .. LEE.-1 am in favor of the mntinn ftH· 
tutioo. 1.be Senators are rt:tquired to be of an rliscritninatin~ betn·ee., the ~enate and this 
advanc~ age, and are electeu (n_r six y()an~. F lions~, beca~~e the col!~titution ~·~s d.t•ne it in 
Now th1g term taken out of the hie of a man, t a vartety of ruodtt~. fhe quahhcaHon~ are 
pas~ed the midtfle sta~e, n1ay be fairly dec•ned i superinr; a Senator rnust be a tnan advanced in 
equaltoa.wholetife; f(,rit\va~ to be expcctf.-rl. J li)e,:- and ~a,-e b~~en_n1ne y~ar~ a citiz.en uf 'he 
that few, tf any; of the Senators could return fr, i l , ruted State~ ; wht!e a ynun!er •nan. '-"·ho ha~ 
their forme~ occupations, when the periotl fur f be£tn h1Jt s,e\ en years a citi~en, tnay obt&in a. 
retirement arrived; indeed, aftftr six years spent .·u~;\t in thi~ lifJu~e~ 
in other pursuit~, it may be questioned whelher 'fhc ClJO~titnfion ha~ made 3 tlilf;~. encc in the­
a man would be qu,tlitied to return ,,-jth any mode of ei~ction. tfhe Senators ~tre ~\eclett 
pf'OSpect of success. with peculiar carp-; they are the purified choic~ 

He did not say six dollars \Vas ffi()re than a of the people, and the best men are likely to bt• 
cotnpensatinn for their servic~ and expen~es· prefen·ed by such a choice; tho~e \\ht~ have 
but as econo1ny ought to be particnfarly studiecf 1 shu,~-n the fullest proofs of their auachnient to 
~1 the Legi~tature, he had mo~e•l to reduce it. the public int~rest. ann eTincetl ht their coun­
He hoped ~entlemen \Voul'l pay some deference tryrnen their .. superior abilities. In tJrth~t· to 
to the pubhc opinion, nn the present occasion; bt·ing forth such chat·acfe~ to partake of •Fur 
this he thought to be in favoa· of small sataries. · public councits~ I think e\·ery Ihotiv~ of hnour 
Nat but a different sentiment tnight prevail in f and of interest ought to be called into actiun. 
some of the States; perhaps difterenr circurn- J If nten arc not br{)ught forth ltho \YiH n1aintain 
stances might \\'arrant the difference of opinion. ~ their otvn dignity, and promote the public :n-
It was probable that five dollar~ laid out in that t terest b) .. a firm and independent conduct, re· 

more advantageous to the per8on, than a hke t of caluntny or popular chunor, our Government 
sam laid out at tht! other extrentity of the con-! n·ilt soon I use~~~ trnportance antl its energy. I 
tinent; bnt he believed, nevcrthele~,. that some- . routeo1pfate, ~~ r .. Speaker, the Senate as a bar­
thing_ wouJd be left to those gt1ntlemen, out off rier bet ween the ~t-:secutive and this branch bf 
tbe five dhHars per day, after their expen;es f the l.~~gislature-,. shiehling the people rnJm a.ny 
were -paid; but even if a little self-denial was { app1·ehens-ion of being attacked bv nn aspirihg 
the c~nseqnenee of this reduction,. it wool~ do j ~lagistr_ac}Y" on the one hand" anu .. nn _the o:her 
but httle harm; whereas the prec~uent 1n1ght t frorn be!rrg desolated b:r the anarchy often :ene­
have a salutat-y influence •Jpon the futur-e ad- ~ rated t.y a tin•e-serYingnes~ to ,-ecring pupu fa­
ministration of the Go\·ernrnent. i rity. \\. e shaH gain lht-~e des-irable objects at a 

Mr. JACKSON. I am opposed to this di~crimi- : trifling price, if \\"e make a clistinction or 1 n·n 
nation, because aU have alike ab:tndoned their 1 or thn~e dollars pe1· day :1 triftin~ allo\\Iance 
partjcular pursuits ~n life, a~ul nH have equalfy ~ ind('ell to our lnost worthy sages. But, sa id the 
eJ.tgaged in the serv1ee of theJrcotntnon country. : genth'tnao last up., there arc a~ young nu~n in 
(}n what/l"inciple can this di~tinction then be ; the Sc:1ate a~ in thi~ Hou~e ~ ahhnugh the1·e be ~ 
conteode for? Is it expected that a Senator } the tinle uritl ~on1e \"·hen none uut the nHht 
shall eat more, or drink more co:;tly Jiquor·s, than ; venerable and respectable of our citr7.en~ .. 1nen 
a member of the Hou~e of Representnth·es? I ~ \vhose honry heads are silv~r{id \l\ er "ith th~ hn­
pr~sume it is not; their expenses rnust be nearly ! ttors of an experienc~tl oltl age. nlen illustrious 
~ual. I can see but one reason lf1:1t can be : by theit· lirtue:=; and capacity~ n·iH h:1ve the 
assigned tor this difference, \\'hich is\ that the t public cunfidenc~ en~nrefl tu them by the pu ria 
Senate may sit longer than the IIou~e; hut con- . tr anti notoriety of th~ir principle-:;. 
sidering t~y a1-e to recei,-e pay nccor,fingly" f. No'Y is the tin1e to tie liberate and vie\v cv~ry 
this reason is of DO \Veight. 'l'he duties uf hoth : future cirCUIUStance \\·hich Ul3f arr~e fruiR lJlti' 

Housesat·eequal, and the pay oughrtobealike. : deci~inn; the inlpot·tance of !has principle h~rc~ 
I \viii submit to the gen tletnan "·ho brought i after., i3 infinitely above el·ery iuh·autage \Vhieb 

this motion forwarrl, lvhether it is not much the present rnenlhPr' rnay d~rivf\ fnim it By 
'vorse to the pf'rsonal interest of nu~n in bu~i- 1 it alone you ma.r sec-ur'e th~nity and pernln.n~n ­
ness to be taken off in the pri1ue of life, th,u1 f cy to the Governntent, nno happint~ss under it..; 
after the successful pur·suit of some pr-ofession ~ adtninistratinn. 
at an advanced age., \vhen the natural and pro- It is with difncuHy .. ~fr .. Speak~r., that you 
per tiJne of retirernent arri\·es; and if so, his can dril\V forlh n1en of a!e and rnuch expcri~ 
argument falls to the ground. But if the re- ence lo participate in the- pohnraJ concerns t1f 
vet•se is true, it \vill not support hi~ motion., be- their countrr. Retir~nn.-.nt nnd reflection are 
cause, if we look aa·nund, Hur sc-uses ·will in- , incident to that pedod of tile; they are sou~ht 
form us that this House cnn!ai~~ 3S venerable i for, an~l, \Vhen t_?btaine-d, the-y ar~ hlghly pr17A~d. 
anti aged metnh~lrs as any wuJun tlu .. \\'nils of f The \vise ::tral vtrtuouo; ~:l _!:tP! \vho front rhe n\o-
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nitions or nature h~s tlisco~e.-ed that his re- Mr. MooRE llid uot see the propriety Df the 
tnaining years wiU be but f-ew .. must be incited discrimination proposed; the business of ach 
by e't'ery mntive that can operate on the human House is equal, or if there is a ditrarence in their 
h.=aart to continue those labor~ ·which he seeks l~gislative concerns, it is in-favor of the HouWP. 
to bury the remembrance of in the deeps of so- lie had no idea of giving the public n1oney for 
li tude. Hnnnr may stimulate the ingenuous guch an idle put·pose as the su~rt of a faaci­
n1ind; uut interest is a great reason of action, and ful dignity and superiority. His idea of the 
may be usefully e1nptoyeu to inilllence old ag~. busine~ was, each n1etnber ought to be corn-

What I have now urged is in fa, .. or of- the pens~ted fot~ his services, and nothing further. 
con~titutinnat distinction; I appro,~e of the ~~''• V tNJx.G. _1}ie argu tnents brought fot·­
an1endtnent, but I wish the surn had been left \vard by tny honot·abte· .. triend from Vit·ginia, 
out~ that the pro~ision might be detern1ined ac-- (~fr. LEE,) have not proved satisfactnry to my 
cording to the sense of the House., and not 1nind, that his iavorite opinion with respect to 
a fleet the _princ\p,ll question of disca·itnin:J.tioo. uiscrinlination is right. He has told us that the 
1 am satisfiPd, sir, that there is no heart n·ithin sages of Atuerica will be selected~ and placed 
the~e \Valls but beats \Vi th pah·iotic arc lor, and in this distinguished situation. Tru~, sit·, I ex. 
has detern1ined to pursue the noblest object .. the pect venerable antl respectable characters witl 
p~hlic good. Nothing bnt the anx~ety I fee~ for find the1r \vay into ~\-eL"Y branch of the Govern­
tills, as connected \Vlth the present qu~stton, •neut; but when l consider tbe Ulode in 'vhich 
cnuld have induced me to trouble the House the Senate is elected., I apprehend we may 
with a repetition of \\'hat 'va.s dilated upon~ nn have the1'e meu whose \Vealth has created theln 
a former occasion. Let it then be- considered, the influence necessary to get in. If any thing 
that _on our deci-sion depends the di~nity of the is to be expected by this refined chuice, it is 
Legtslatnre., and the perpetuity of tnat Go\·eru· that 1nen of rank and upulence wiH dra\v \he 
n1ent. the glnry and the hope3 of the people of r~gard of the stnall anll select ci.-c1e of a State 
Atn~•·ica~ 'vhich, if no'~ disappointed~ nnH~t be · Lt>gislature; 'vhi\e the Represenfatl\"es in this 
succteded by confusion and gloo1ny despair. Hou:-;e, being the choice of their fellow-citizens• 

!\1r. \\-JnTE.. l object, ~ir, to a. tliscritnina- atuong \\·hotu rank antl dignity is rather unpo-
1.ion. I cannot percei,~e that difference in the pular, \viii consist of n1en in lniddling circurn·· 
constitution alluded to by the gentlemen. stances. N tnv 1 f any thing is to be drawn from 
_-\.mong the Senators and the people 111 some of argurnents like these, it i~ in favor of this Hou~e. 
the ancient cotnmun,vealths .. an artificial ant! But the\\ hole of this is a subject on which \Ve 

pc,litical di~tinction was e~tabli~herl, which \vas are better able to decitle frotn our feelings, t~an 
the case at Ron1r~ in particular. "fhere theSe- ~ from our (liscussions. 
nator~ \\·ere consid~red as possess1ng sinne de- I a1n against the n1otion fot· anoLI1er rea~on,. 
gree of divintty, and the rest of the people ,\~ere sir; it goes to reduce the conlpensation'J \Vhich 
nut admitted to as~ociate '"i Lh then1. Can it 1 think is a trendy set too lo\v, to furnish good 
be supposed that the natne nf Senrttnrs ,\~ i~ I security for the happy administration of the 
r~nder those .-netnbers superior to their f~lln\v-1 Government. In constdet·ing this subject\ there 
citizen~? .I cannnt 5ce any diilea·encc in the ! are t\vo it~port~tnt ohjec.t8 11ecessa!·y to engage 
P'e~1 eral estunation bet·ween a Sen a tor and aRe- I the attentton ot the Leglslature. Fll~st. that the 
prescntati,·e, ho .. ,·e~· {»r great 1h~i1· sentinlrnts con1pensation be not made an obje~t for incfi­
!nav , ary in their l'Psp~ctive 8t3te~; at1d can- p-ence to put·~ue; and second, that It be not so 
n ~t cuncei,-e ,\-hy any discrimination should be f.,vv a8 to thro\v the b-usiness of legishttinn into 
made 1n the1r altov;ante~. ! the hands of rich and aspi1ing nn.bobs, b•1t such 

1'he independence of the tne1nbe1'~ of this 1 a~ to co,npensate a n1an in the middle g•·adt' of 
fl(JU~e may be injureu by SUCh a distinction; ! life. rfhese are generally lnen of ousinesto:~ ~ho 
and the Senate, at some future day, n1ay h3ve j are fit_t~st to con!luct .the concerns_ of th~1r f~l­
it in theit· p~Hver to carry puints, aud ue enabled loy.-·- clttze~s. ?\ O\\" ~ In compensating tlus cl_ass 
to prolong the s~~sion '! '·"hen it may be of gn~·at of Hlen! (for l \VO!Jltl

1 
have ... the cot~pensa~Hln 

incon\·enience to the llouse.. propnrhoned to tin.; C1ass,) L do not take 1nto 
~fr. ~I_\Diso~ ,\-arl of opinion that a di~pt·ilni- c~nsi?eratio~ t!le sacrifice~ .t~ey 1nake, by l~e­

ha ti:ln \\"as ncce~sa.ry; he ob~er'\·ed .. that 1t had (llcattng thetr tune and abllttles to the serv1ce 
been e\·id~nt ly coHtefl)plated by the constitu- of the1r· co~n try; ~u t I c•~nfi~e tnyself tn~rely 
tiun, t~! di~~~~gui ~h in jaYOl' ~lf ~he S~nate, tll? .. t tc~ a. COtnpensatto_n t~~l' theu· tllHC ~nd SJ~l·V~ce~. 
men or ahrntte5 atul finn pr;nclple~. \\·horn the Ir the colnpensat(on 1s marle ~n object tru· tndt­
love and cusbnn of a retired life tuight render genre, \\·e shall have the sesston~ p1·ot.ractetl. to 
aver~e to th~ fc .. tigu~s of a pubtic one. n1ay Ue in- an cxtL·c•~·~ length, and the expense '~·1H be In­
duced tc• devote the experience uf years~ antl creasecl; tt ":£' tnake th~ re\\'Clrd ~a rely coln­
the acqui.sitinns of study, tu 1h~ ~ervtce of their tnen~~t~·~te \\:tth th~ serv1ces, YllU \Vilt ha_ve me_n 
country. _-'\nd unless somed1ing (} f this kind is of ab1fttte~. \\·ho v;dl (_Jesp~tch the pu?hc b~st­
,:_doptetJ, it 1n:ty be diffic!llt ta obtain proper ne~~, and_ return (o_ the1r pnva~e pursu1ts. It the 
ch:u-acters to fill the Scnatt>~ as tnf\n of enter- bustne8s 1s done \\'lthout p~y '·'t •nay be produc­
prisc anti genius_ \vil_l na,.turally pref~r a heat i_n tive of the~ n1ost cnoF•.nous ev1l~~: ~Ve .. re ~very 
the House, con~ule-r1ng it to b~ :t tnl)rc CHn:-Jpt- rnctnbt~r ol the Dntt~h 1-Iou~l.! ot Cotntnons 
t:uou" situatinn. allo\Vetl a thou~ancl gunaeas a year, they \VOtt\d 
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Itt less v~aal; we ·should not find them pur- a division uf' the House upo~~ lhe ques.tiou. 
CbasiJl& their S!!ats, and selling their vo.tes f!•r But as I du not conteive that to be the c~ .. I 
plaee.--antl pen~nuns. The very mvn~y g1ven 111 shall waive the propos.rtioo for che present. 
this way would for~nish a handtJOme conJpen!!a- Mr. St:VGWICK said, tbal whenever he had a 
tion for-every member, and add something con- 1notion to tnake before the llouse, be endea"Vor­
siderable, annually, tu their sinking fund. ed to sati!tfy himself nf 1he reasonablenes. and 

I apprehend, in establishing a ccnnpensation, proprie{y of it. If be tbou~r it pruper, be dad 
we sfulll _put it in the power of gentf~men., \vhile not consider the mode of deci~ion that ntigfll be 
f1ere, to hve as independent as they can at hum~. adopted nf any m:tte1-ial consequence; but in 
Perbap~ I hazard a ronjecture,wtien I sny there deter1nining the pre~nt question~ he hoped the 
is not a gentleman on this floor, I am certain yeas and nays \vould not be calr£t<L lnere is a 
there are not many, but have found~ fromexperi- principle in maukind "·hich re~~oJts at the idea 
ence, that six dollars per day is adequate to that of inferiority~ a propositinn. for example,. shaH 
object; certainly it cnnnot be the ~vi.sh of any be made, that has Iori~ object the establishment 
man t(J make tile public sen;ce unpleastut, by ot a superiority (howsoevet~ nece:,sary;) that prin­
rendering the situation of the members of Con- ciple i~ ala.-tncrf and excited to opposition; to 
gress leu eligible than a so!ibry retire1oent frum discuss such a question as the present, \Ve ou_ght 
patriotic pur2iuits would be. Any man '"bo to be divested of evet-y partiality and prejud1ce, 
Jive~ decently. \Viii find six )dollars a day not that might bias our judgment in deciding an af­
more than sufficient t(} defray the expense of a fair that \vi1l not bear the test of reason and ex· 
casual resit.lence 1n a splendid city. penence. I conceive the precedt.-nce of the Se-

The expednlent has been made. If a gentle- uate has been clearly pointed out by the Con­
man keeps a servant and bis hurses. and u1eanio\ stitutic>n. 'l"here are grades in society which are 
fo reciprocate the civi!ities_ he. recehre~, I agaip I neces~ry to thelrr '!ery .el;}stence. _ This is a 
asset·t the cootpensahon rs 1oadequate. 1 t 1s ,. s-elf-evrdent prnposttlon; It ts recognl&ed by ev­
true~ we tnay lil·e fot· two dollars a day; but ery ci\·ifiz(~d uatiun, and by the House in there­
ho\v? rfhe.~e tS a uignily attached to the situ- t port before us. For what reason have we tnade 
ation or a Representati"te, \Vllh J·espect to h\s a diftercnce betwePn lhe President alld Vice 
country; and lhe cotnpensatiun might be 7 ur- 8 President? Is it not on account of hi~ superior 
dollars per day, 'vithout grantin~ the members station and hi~ dignity? ... \nd bet ween the \.,.ice 
tnore than a bare .. contpensation~ Fron1 all these Presitlent and the Senate?_ ,.Inis di~tinction is 

tlemen '"illindu!ge a little, ant.l rather support l diirerence of the terms for ,,-bien the membe~ 
an increase, than a uiminution of pay. {of the s~nate and those ()f the House or Repre-

As to the discrimination, it has beeR once de- t bentatives are chosen. 'T'he rin1e ror '' hich the 
cided against by a cunsidernbte majority; I t Senate is chosen, detnonstrates tl\e pn1priety of 
l1a\·e no doubt but it will now meet a simili.lr fa difference beiug tnade in the pay they ought to 
fate; but be the decisitJn of the Hou~e \vhat it l rccei,·e; the duties of theit~ {,ffice t~uire tht_y 
1nay ~ ·with res~ct to the quantun,, or manner of l should renounce every other avocation; then~ 
cotnpensation, I shall never fear tu deliver uty r attention n·lll be \\·holty taken np in the dis­
sentilncnts. On the present Hccas1on, I \\·i~h i charge of public llusine~~; tlterefore the-y should 
them known tu tny constltuent5, anu l t1lll ~ have an adt..qnate anu tln intlependtnt aJlnu· .. 
n1uch n1istaken if they are not coincit\ent ,\~ith i ance. ''I'he generality vf the tneni~rs being so 
thei•· o\vn. : far ath·anced in ye,u·$, \\·iH th ope' t:t y tllea nf 

~1a·. SE1\F~Y- I arn snrry, sir., that the quc::tjon : engaging any tnore in rheir several pt·ufe!,sion~, 
of discrinlinalion has been bn,_·nght before ~he ; after ha'dn~ ~~n~e engage~ ln the ~er"Vice ol~ their 
House.- C cHl nny reason be as~:gned for makrng ; country.. I hear ag~, \\ bdo1n, anti expenence, 
this distincti~1nr Are the service~ of the Sen- · all \\.<lrrant this Lli~cTin•ination. lie cuucluded 
ate of n1orc in1portance than thu5e of the R e pt e- . by ~aying., that the r~al dignity of the House 
sentativee-? I think nat. Gentlernen hal·e : \\ l~~, he thought;! so far frou1 being tlitnini~hetl 
bl'ought for\"• ~rd the consti1utiuu npnn th1s ~by alluptin~ the propos;tion~ lhat he concci\·c,l 
occasion, but f conrl»i' e it to be oppo:,ite to the :it "~as es~en~ially connected \\~irh it. 
,~e, y principle thry nu~:u1 to ath·oc:tte. "l'hi~ ~ ~Jr. SToxE fnou~ht the House ought not to 
~\·ill tl~stroy the intlt .. pcud~ncc of the ~e,· eral : a~~ist in elevating on~ branch of the Goverll­
branche~, which is to b~ ~t•ictly ubseT,·eu. If a : 1nent tnort- above the other than the con­
discrin1ination should be P!3tab\\~hetl in favor ~ ~titUtloO had UOill'. rfhis had ~i\·cn inftuenc e 
of the Senat~, \\·ill it not naturally tend ' to the Senate by a negativ~ in the cas~s of trea­
to create a sense of inferiority in the n1inds of: ties and 3J'puintments . It had given iEupt>&­
the RepresentatiYcs? ~\.nd th~ titne tnay cotn~ ~ tance to the llouse, by vesting them 'vith tht ... 
\vhen they tnay fint.t it their· inten~s.t to bf:lcnnte l st·le pO\Vt' r of originating 1uoo~y bill:). But 
subservit-nt tn the Yie"·s of the Senate. [ ree\ ! hoth these po,\·ers could be exP"'rcised \Vithoot a 
SrO sen_sibty! S~J', the itnpropJ·ietyantl UUCOHstitu· f tJiscri1ninatit>n being n.Hlde in the pay of the 
ttunahty uf thts tneasure, th~1t had I the tnost : n1e1nbe-r~; therefore he tnff'rred that 1t \vas nut 
distant ide~ it \"\·ould cotnporl \Vilh the senti- , conten1plated by Ule constitul\t,n h> tnnke nny 
(\lent:; ,,f a ntajna·ity or the tnember·s of this ; such distinction .. 
Iloust•, I ~hou)d caH for 1h~ ye~ts nntl U~"")"S on : .:\. di~crirninaliuu 1nay ~\·entually operate to .. 

. . 
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the public injury; the House ofRept·~~cnlatives 
1nay be desirous of t~nninating the session., but 
the Se11at~'!l finding the cotnpensation t~y ·re­
ceive -quite agreeahle, nlay l» tm:tin~d to. pro· 
tnct it. He thought the true way of decuhng 
on thi-s subject, was(-() 1nake the sarne allo,vancc 
to both., and let it be such as not to induce (hetn 
to protract thr session on the nne hand, or have 
a t.end encv to hu rcy ovet· the business on the -
othe•·-

Mr. JAcKsoN sai(l., in reply to the inquiry of 
~lr SEDG\\ .. ICK ''\Vhy have \Ve tnade a ditter­
(.lnce between Lhe Pres:dent and the \ -ice Pre­
sider.t?" that the \vhole of the President's 
tinte \Voultl be taken up in the duties of his 
station; that the Vice President tnight retire to 
bis fa1·1n whenevet- he thought proper. \V e re­
fer., said he, to the ~visdom uf the Senate ; but 
ho'v is this superior wisdont to be discerned? 
J f on thi8 :lccou nt a distiRcti•ln is to be made .. 
it necessarily fnllo\vs, that a diflereace should 
be made between the metnbers of this House, and 
those of the Senate. \Ve cannot-be too cautious .. 
how we estabtisl1 an undue prc-eminenc€, and 
give au influence and i1nportance to nne branch 
.,f the l.,egislature over the other ... _-\_\1 Govern­
ments incline to c.lesp{)tis-tn., a~ naturally~~ riv­
ers run iftto- the s~a.. DespotJStn tnakes Jts lvay . 
gr~ulua1ly, by. s\u\v and imperceptible -steps; 
despotic plnver .is -n.ev.er e~tablished all at once; 
we shaH~ ere we are a\'ia-re~ get beyond. the 
gulf, and theu 've shall iK astonished honr \Ve 
reached ther~. ..fhe ser\~ices of the .Ser.ate are 
not rnore arduous t.ftan oars: their ..prupet· busi­
ness is li!gis!ation, and I \vill never consent to 
any di~critninatioA.. If I i1na.gined the question 
'\vou1d be determined in tavorof discrin1ination, 
I would call the yeas and nays, and :;hould it be 
-deter1nined in favor of it.,. I will stiU call fhe1n 
nn purpose that rny constituents tnay see 1hat I 
!rave voted agai-nst a tneasure which I took up­
-on as injurious to the Gove-rna~nt. 

M r~ P -AG E. If he thought the discriminati()n 
propo~d "l'I6Uk1 ·have the tendency which so1ne 
genttetnen apJ'rehended~ he \vouhl be the Ja~t 
~nllll on t11e t!oor to 8Upport it. He would be as 
c:1reful as any n1an ho\v he extended the influ­
ence of any part of the Gove•·ntnent, or gave it 
tr•e least incJination toward~ ari~etocracy. But 
~e apprehended gentletnen were deceived in 
their princ!ple he uid not believe the doctrine 
'-hat tnoney confers im~<H·tance. and he wished 
to evince to the world, that money, under 
this Governruent, \\·ould ha,-e 110 such effect 
... fhe Senat-e having rnore duti~s to perform, 1uay 
t·equire a larger pecuniary gratification; but 
this \vill nfit add to their importance. It will 
requit·e sotnething of this kind to sti1nulate gen­
tle•uen to undertake the service; fot· his parr, he 
rnight con~ent to come here far two years. in 
order· to assist in pttbl1c business, but no induce­
ment .. haruly., could engage hin1 to undet'take it 
for six years. On this consideration., he thought 
the Senate ought to have annual salaries, and to 
such an a 1t1ount as wouh.l J"ender tn~ir· situation 
inclependent and eligible .. 

45 

If gentlemen are afraid of an aristocracy·_ 
.they ought to be careful not to make the cum 
pensation too low. so as to exclude men of mid .. 
dling fortunes; the men of rank and distin­
guished opulence might serve without any pe ... 
t:uniary compensation; but the Government 
would D(•t be safe, ifit was exclusively in such 
hanus. He \vished to discriminate in favor of the 
Senate, but he would rather increase their pay 
to eightdollars, than reduce that of the members 
of this 1-Iouse. lvhile he considered it but a mod ... 
etafe compensation. 

rfhe question on M •.. SED G'\VIcx's hlotion was 
taken, and lost by a considerable mBjoritY. -

1'he House having now gone through the re­
port) it \vas Ordered, that a blll or bills be 
bt·ought in, pursuanl thereto~ and that Messrs. 
BuuKE, STOriE, and MooRE1 be a committee· to 
prepare and bring in the same; with instruc· 
tions to insea·t a clause or clauses, making pro­
vision for a reasonable comJ~ensation to the Sec­
retary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, r~s.pectively, for their ser-

• 

\·Ices. 
... .-\fter which the House adjourned. 

FRIDAY, July 17. 

.L\ petition frotn Lennard Harbou~ was pre­
sented to the House, and read, praying that an 
exclusive privilege may be granted him for a 
tertn of years") to make., use., and vend three 
lnachines, \vhjch he has invent.ed for threshing 
and .reaping grain, and for de~pening docks 
anti which a•·e calculaterl to facilitate labor., ;;d 
aid the two great objects of agricultu.re and 
comtnercc. . 

Ordered, rrhat the said petitiou dD lie .on the 
table. 

rf11e Speaker laid before the Hou~ a letter 
fron1 Ebenezer Hazard, Postmaster-General 
or the U niteu States, submitting the propriety 
of so1ne immediate provision, by Jaw, for the ar­
rangement of that Department, wbich was read') 
and ordered to be referred to Messrs. BouDI- ... 
NOT, GooDHUE, and LEE; that they do examine 
the tnatter thereof, and r£;port the with 
theiL' opinion thereu~n., to the House. 

A bill for _settlir1g the accounts between tl1e 
United States and individual States., was read 
the ie.cond titue4 and ordered to be committed 
to the Committee of the whole House on Tues­
day next. 

A bill to provide for lhe government of the 
'1'c1Titory northwest of the river Ohio, was 
read the second time, and ordered to be com­
mitted to a Co1u1nittee of the whole HQuse on 
Monday ne~t. 

'fhe Hous(t, according to the order of the day, 
resolved itself into a Commit tee of t-he whole 
House, on the bill for the establishment and 
suppot-t oflight-houses4 beacons, and buoys,aod 
for authoriztn~ the ~e~Veral States to provide 
and regulate ptlots; and after some time ~pent 
therein, -

The Chairman reported that the co1ntnittee 
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had~.accor~ing to order, had the said bill under to the o.ons6tution, and as there appeared, in 
eoD8lderattonttand ~ through the ~' aad some degree_,. a mf~-~DeDt of leisure~ he wouitl 
~ sev~ral amendments thereto, wb1ch he I move t~ ~o tnlo a {;ommittee of th; whole on 
denvered 10- ~ the- Clerk?s table, where the l~e subJect, cunf.-rmab1y to the order of 1he Stb 
same wa.s tw1ce read and ageed to by the ut last month~ 
llouse.. ~ . ~ . Mr. A~tES hoped that the Hause- woold be 

lhrleredy That the said btlf, \Vlth- ~he a!llend- tnduced, ~n n_:.ature reflec~ion, to r~ind their 
Jnents, be engrossed,_.and read the third tuneon t vote of _gt'•!lg 1nto a cnmmtttee on the business~ 
!lenday nest. and refer 1t to a select eomtnittee. It would 

certainly tenrf h> facilitate the busiues~. If 
MoNDAY, July 20. they had the subjPct at large. b{4'EH·e a Corumit-

A mesuge- from tfle Senate informed the t tee _of the who~e,., be cuu:ld n~t see where the 
House, that they had passed the bill for estab- bustness was l1kely t'! end. n.e ~me.ndments 
!ish:J an Executin Departme!'t, to be. deno~- propo:sed ~et-e so t·anuus, that th~Lr dtKnssiun 
tnat the Department of Fore1gn Affiurs., \vith m~st 1nevttabfy occupy t~ny day~., and that at 
several amendtnents., to which they desired the a tune 'vhen. they can be 1Jl ~pared;. wherea~ a 
concurrence of tbe House; that they have also select comnnttee cuuld ~o th_rough !ind cu_n out 
passed a bill to establish the Judicial Courts of tbos~ of the m~t l!latenal_ k1nd~ Without Inter­
the U oited States, to whieh they desire the rupttng the prrnc1pal bus1nesil' of the Honse_ 
concurrenee of the House.. He therefGr·e moved't that the Committee of the 

Ortlered, Th&t a committee f)e appointed to i \\'OOfe be di~cha~ged, and the subject r.ererretl 
bring in a bill or bills., providing for the estab- to a select crnnmtUee. 
lishment of hospitals for sick a nil disabled sea- M.r. S~nGwJ.cx ~ppoged the motion, for th€: 
men. and for the re~ulation ~harbors; aod that reasons ~ven by hJs colleague, observing t!tat 
Mr. SIIITH (ofSouth Carohna,) Messrs .. Ct.;- r the membei11 from the several States pro~1ng 
XER and CARROLL, do pr-epare and b1·1og 1n amendments \Vou~d no_ doubt drag the Hou~e 
the same... througf1 the consuleratton of every onejl what-

The House resun~ed the consideration of the ever their fate might be after they 'were dis­
report on the tition of Andrew Ellicott.,. which cussed;. now gentlemen had ool y to reflect on. 
lay on the· e._ this" and conceive the length of time the bwt--
Whereu~n,. nrss would take up,. if managed in this way. 
Ordered, That the said r..epos:-t be r.e-cmnmit- Mr- ~~ITE thought no ti~ \Vonhl be saved 

ted to tbe same committee. by appotnh~ a select comnllttee.. E¥erJ tne-m-
-The House then proceeded to consider the ber wuuld like to be-satisfied ·with the reasons 

amendments proposed by the Senate to tbe upon \\·hieh _ tbe ameruhneots offered by Lbc 
hill,. entitled "An act for establishing an Exe- select commtttee are gronndt-U, constquently 
eutive Departtneat,. to be denominateft the De- the train of, argument which g_entletnen hat~~ in: 
partment of Foreign ... '\trai~.'~ and tlie same be- 1 contemplation tn aYoid, tnust be brouAA t fnr"-anJ. 
1ng_read, were reed to~ He did not p~5urne to say the coustituti_on 

'I he bdf sent the Senate,. u to estabtish was perfec f, but tt wa!i such as had tnet wuh\ 
the Iudicial Courts of the United States'' was the approbation. of wi~e- and good tncn in the­
real[ the second time.,. and~ ordered to ~ com- different Stat~s- St>n1e of the propo~ed antend­
mitfed to a Comtnitfee of the wh.ole House on ments "·er-e a]~o of high "ialue; but he dill nnt 
Monda~_next. e~pect they woutd be 5Up~rted by t·wn-tbinJ~ 

The House l~esolved itself into a Cotnmittee !lf bot~ ~ouse~ .. wit~out un,_Jet~going a ihorough. 
or the whole House,. Olt tile bill t& provide for I l~V~shgatJon. He-thd not hke to refer any bu­
tbe gfn•ernment of the Territory northwest oft SJness tu :t scfect committee~ until- the sense of 
tile ~ivet' 6hio~ Mr. BouDINOT in the chair; !he House ha(} lleen expres~etl upon il because 
_ And -after ~me time ~in~· spen.t in consider- 1 t rather tended _to re~ard th~n tles~tc h it; ,~·~t­
mg the same, the co~m1ttee rose and reported ness t~e collechnn b•ll~ \\'htch had cost thetn 
tliat they had, acconhog to order had the said much tune, but after aH had tube desettetl. 
bill under coosideration, and gon~ through the ~~ r. 8 H. F. R~L\~. "~he pr_o,-isio!l for a1uent!-
same. tncuts rna de tn t ke fifth attH: le of Che (jUnstitu -

(hdertd, That the said bill
1 

with the amend- tion, was. intl'nded_ to tflcllilate th~ ad.upti"ll · uf 
ments, be engrossed,.and ~nu. the third titne to- tho~e •htch e~J:enenc~ sh~uld po1nt out to be 
morrow.. necessary. 1 hrs consht~~n ~~ ~n aunptetl 

by eleven State~, a llHlJOrllY ot thu~e ele,~en 
have received it without expressing a wi~h tot: 
a.rnenchnenb;; now~ is it probabf~ ;Qat tht·ee­
fourths of the eleven St~s \Vtll ;l~rec to anu~ud­
merNs oftetetl on tuere speculatlye points.. 
when the con~titution has h~d no kinu t•f trial 
whate,·er? It is bardly to be expt~c ted that they 
wilL. ConsequeDtly \\'e sbaU Jose our labor._ 
and h:ul better decline having llny Lhcng further 
to (In \vith it f•lr the pr('sent.. ~ 

TrESDAY, Jull' 2..L 
_An_ engro~s~d b~11 to provide fotL d1e govern­

lllt'nt of the ferrt to~ n.ortb\\'est of tbe- ri\"er 
Ohio, was t"e-ad the thtrd time and passed, and 
sent to the Senate for coneul"rencta. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CO.NSTITlJTION~ 
Mr. MADlSON begged the House tn indulge 

tum. in. t~ fu.rtfl.er consideration of ~un~ndn1euts 
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But if the House are to go into a consideration, ' hoped they would not hesitate to ad het·e to their 
it had better be d_one in such a way as not to fonner vote ful" going into a C()1nmittee of the 
intrrfere much \VIth the organization of the whole. rrhat they would gain nothing Wa& 
Govet~nnlent.. pretty certain, for gendemen must necessarily 

~~ r· .. PAGE hoped the bu~iness would proceed colue fol"Ward with the.i.- amendments to the re"" 
as heretofor~ directed. He thought it \vo•dd be port when it was brought in. The members 
very a_greea.ble to the snajority of the l!nion, fron1 Massachusetts were particularly instruct­
tie knew it woukJ be to his constitaents, to ed to press the amendments recommended by 
find that tlte Governtnent tneant to give every the convention of that State at all times, until· 
-security to the t·ights and I iberties of the peo- they had been maturely-considered by Congress; 
ple~ and to examine carefully into the grounds of the same duties were made incumbent on the 
the appr~hensions expt·essetl by several of the members from some other States; consequently, 
State conventions; he thought they would be any atten1ptto smotbel" the business, or prevent 
satisfied \vith the atnendtnents br'Ought forward a full investigation, must be nugatory~ wbile 
by his colleague, when the subject \vas last be- the House paio a pl"o~r deference lo their own 
fot~e the Huu~e. l"Uies and orders. He did not contend tor-going 

Mr. PAilTRtno& knew the sul\iect mu~t be into a Committee of the whole a.t the present 
ia-ken up in some way t•r otl1er, and preferred, moment; he would prefer a time of greater lei• 
for the sake of expedition~ doing it by a select sure than the present, from the business of or· 
comtnittee. ganiziog the Go,·ernment. 

Mr. JAcKSON was sorry to see the House Mr. AMEs declared to the House, that he was 
wa~ to be troubled any further on the sut:Uect; no enemy to tbe consideration of amendments; 
he looked upon it as a mere waste of time; but but he bad moved to rescind their former vote, 
as he always chose the least of two evils, he ac- in order Lo save time, which he was confident 
quiesced in the motiDn·for referring it to a spe- would be the consequence of referring it to a 
.cial con1mittett.. select cotntnittee. 

~~ r. GERRY asked, " .. hetber .the House had He was sorry to hear an intention avowed 
cognizance of the amendments proposed by the by his coltea~ue, of considering every part of 
State conventionsi If they had uot, he would the frame of this constitution. It was the same 
make a motion to bring them for\vant. as fortning themselves into a convention of the 

Air. PAGE replied, that s•ch motion would be United States. He did not stand for words, the 
out of order, until the present question was de-" thing would be the same in fact. He could not 
termined. but express a degree of anxiety at seeing the 

_-\ desultory conversation ensued, and it was system of Government encounter another or­
questioned whether the subject generally was deal, when it ought to be extending itself to 
to be before the Committee of the wbolt', or furnish security to others. He apprehended, if 
those specific propositions only which had al- the zeal of some gentlemen broke out on this 
ready been introdnced. occasion, that there would be no limits to the 

Mr. GEaRv said~ that it was a matter of in- time necessary to discuss the subject,; he was 
{lifterence how this question 'vas understood, certain the ce$~ion '\"'ould not be long e~ugh; 
because no gentleman could pretend to tleny perhaps they Intght be bounded by the period of 
another the privilege of bringing forward pro- their appointment, but he questioned it. 
po~itions conformably to his sentitnents. If \Vhen gentlemen suppose themselves called 
gentlemen, then, might bring forward resolu- upon to vent their a1'"tior in some favorite pur ... 
tiuns to be added, or motions of an1endment, suit, in securing to themselves and tbeir poste­
there would be no time saved by referring rity the inestimable rights and liberties they 
the subject to a special comtnittee. But such have just snatched from the hand of despotism, 
procedure might tend to prejudice the Hou they are apt to carry their exertions to an ex­
against an amendment neglected by the com- treme; but he hoped the subject itself would be 
mittee~ and thereby induce them not to show lintited; not that he objected to the considera­
tbat attention to the State which proposed it tion of the amendments ~roposed, indeed he 
that would be delicate and proper. should move himself for the consideration, by 

He '"'i~hed gentlemen to consider the situa- the comtnittee. of those recommended by Mas­
tion of the States; seven out of thirteen had sachusetts, if his colleagues omitted to do it; 
thought the constitution very defective, yet five but he hoped gentletnen would not think of 
uf theln have adopttd it with a perfect t·eliance bringing in new atnendments, such as were 
un Congre~s for its improvement. Now, \vhat not recotnmended, but went to tear the frame 
will these States feel if the subject is discussed of Government into pieces. 
in a ~elect committee, and their recQmmenda- He had considered a select comtnittee much 
tions totally neglected? The indelicacy of better calculated to consider and arrange a com­
treating the apJ!tication of five States in a man- plex business, than a Committee of tlie whole; 
ner diiret"ent from other important subjects,. he thought they were like the senses to the soul, 
will give no small occasion for disgust, which and on an occasion like the preseot7 could be 
is a circutnstance tbat this Govet,.ment ought made equally useful. 
carefully to avoid. Jf, then, the llouse could If he recollected •·ightly the decision made 
gain nothing by thi~ manner· of p1·"'eeding, be by the House on the 8th of June, it was that 
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certain specific amendments be referred to the ought to treat the present subject with delicacy 
Committeeof the whole; not that the subject gen- ana impartiality. 
erallybe refert"ed, and that amendments be made The select committee wilt have it in their 
in tile committee that were not contemplated, power so to keep this business back 7 that it may 
before. "fhis public discussion would be like never again come befon: the Hnose; this is an 
a dissection of the constitution, it would be de-· imprudent step for us to take: not that I \Vould 
facing its symmetry. layi~~g bare its sine\vs and i-nsinuate it is an event likely to take place, or 
te&ttons, rip,piDg up the whole form, and tearing which any gentleman has in contemplation. I 
out its vitals; but is it presumable that such give every gentleman credit for his declaration~ 
conduct would be attendeil with success? Two and believe the honorable mover means to save 
thirds of both Hooses must agree in all these time by this arrangement; but do not Jet us 
opet-ati•ns, before they can have eftect. His ditlet· on this point. l would 111ther the business 
o~sition to going into a Committee of the should lie over for a month, nay, for a \thole 
wliole. did not arise from any fear that the con.. session, t ban have it put into other hands, anti 
stiution would sutler by a fair discussion in passed over without investigation. 
~is, or aoy ot~e•· House1 but while such bu- ~Jr. GERRY inquired of his culle'dgue. bow it 
SJDeSS was gotng ~~ tl1e Government was was possible that the Hoose could be a federal 
laid proatrate, and every a·rt~ry ceased to convention without the Senate, and when t\vo­
bea.t. The uofair advantages that might be thi1'lls of both Houses are to a~reeto lhe amend· 
take11 in such a situation., "'·e•·e easier ap- ments? He \vouJd also be glad to find out bow 
prehended than resisted. 'Vhel"efore, he wish- a comtnittee '\\·as the sarne to the House as the 
ed to avoid the dange1·, by a more prudent line senses to the soul? What, said he. can we 
of condoct. neither see. hear'} sntell, or feel, without we em-

Mr. Tt.:cKER woul not say whether the dis- ploy a comtnittee t'Or the purpose? Arly col­
cussiun alluded to y the gentletnan last up league flle·ther tells ust that if lVe proceed in 
would do _good or harm, but he was certain it this way, l\re shall lay bare tbe sinewg and 
ought to take place no \\·here but jn a Co1n1nit- tendons of the constitution; that \Ve shaU butch­
tee of tbe whole; the subject is of too much itn- er it, anll put it to death. Now,. what does this 
portance far a select con1mittee. Now. sup- argument tend to prol·e? 'Vhy, sir, to n1y 
~se such a committee to be appointed, and mind, nothing 1nore nnr Jess than this, that we 
that the au.endnlents proposed by the several ought to adopt the- repo•·t of the co1nnJittee, 
States., togethea· lvith those brought forward by whatever the report tnay be; for we are to judge 
the gentleman from \ ... ir~inia. are l"eferred to by the kno\vledge deri,·ed throu~h our senses., 
them; after some consiaeration they report, and not to proceed on to comrnit murder. If 
but not r.-ne or the amendments proposed by these are the arguments to induce the House to 
by either State; what is the inference? They refer the subject to a select comrnittee, they are 
ha,. .. e consideretJ thetn, and as they \\-ere better arguments to engage to go further, and give into 
capable than the House of consiuering them, the hands or select committees the \\·hole 
the House ought to 1·ej~ct e,·ery propo~ition legislariYe power. llu t '"hat ,,.,1s said a·e­
comjo~ from the State conventions. ,,.ill 1his specting a public Ji~cussion? _-\re gentlemen 
give satisfaction to the States \vho have requir- afraid to n1eet the public ear on thi~ topic? Do 
ed amendmenlsP VeJ'y far fru1n it. 1,hey \viii they \vish to shut the gallery doors? Pet·haps 
expect that their propositions \VOU ld be fully nothing \vould be att endec.J with rnnr·c danget·­
brougbt before the Hnuse, and reguh\1·ly and uu~ consequence~. 1\o .. su-_. let ns not be afraid 
fully consideretl; if indeed then they are reject- nf full :tnd public inv-estigation. l,et our rneans~ 
ed, it •nay be sonte satisfaction to them, tn hke our conclusion~., be justified; l~t our con­
know that their applications h!lve been treated ~tituents see, hea,._ anrl jud~e for them~elves. 
\Yith respect. 1'he question on uischar~ing the Co-nlmittee 
. ~hat I ha,ie said with 1·espect to th~ pr·opo- of the ·whu1e on the state of the t; ninn frorn pro­

sthons of fhe several States, rnay appl)· in 'o•ne ce~ding on the subject of :unendmeuts~ a~ re­
degree to the pr()positions brought for\\'ilr(l by fe•-red to th~tn, \l·as put, and c::u·ried in the af­
tbe gentlernan (Pd.r. ~f.\.oiso.s) ti·om Virginia; finnative the Huu~e di,·ided, 3! fur 1 t, and 15 
the setect con1mittee 1nay ~iugle nut onP or t\VO~ ng,1iust it. 
and reJect the retn~dncle•-,. not\Yithstanding the - It \Vas then onle1-ed that llr. ~\lADiso.x~s tno­
vote of the flou se for cons!deri ng th etn. 'fhe tinn" stating certain ~pecific :unentftnents, pro­
gentle•nan wcJuld have il right to complain, and per to be p1·opn~ed br Congress to th~ Lfgisla ... 
evet"Y. State \vould lle justly disgustrd. tun~~ ni th~ States .. to become, if ratifi~d by 

\\ iiI it h~ntl to t'l~concll e 1 he Gn,~~ l'HHH~ n t I thrf3e -fuu rths the reot: pa.rt of the Ct•U~ti t n ti"n of 
to that great borly ur the people \\-ho are dt~sati~- th~ l-nited State~. logether \'r ith she LllUCnd­
fied, Ylho think theuH1t'll'e-s. anti all they holtl tn~nts to the ~aid cun:ltitutton, a:-: propo3ed by 
tnnst llear., unsafe under it. \\'ithnu t ct~rtain the ~~\ ~ral Sta tcs, be l'elerrerl tu a conHuittee, 
atuendrtlents ill"e nl.:lut-? ,,.if( it an:;\\'t!l" anV one tll CtHl~t~t nf Ll lll~tlliJ~r· ffOIU Pach Sr~lte, "·ith 
gnnd purpuse to slu l' ov•~•· this bu~in~ss, aritl .-~- in~rrue tiuu to take the subject of alnentl­
jec t the prop!)~i t it1tlS \Vi t !anu .. t ~i,·i ng th~n• a t~ti r nlell t ~ ru t_he ct•n~titu t iu!l of ~he L ni ted S 1 at~s 
Lhai.ce •)f ft r ull tt t'-i( USSHHl !" J 1 tnnk nnt- M ... r gt)Het a t1y Intn thPH' COil.~ulerattnn, and to r~port 
~p~aki_~r. H~)th the ~P·natl' and this ffonse I lhcrcupon to the lfou~~. 

' I 
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The committee appointed were, Messt-s. V IN ... 
ING,. MAntso-s, BALDWIN, SHERMAN, BuRKE, 
GILMAN, CLYMER, BENSoN, GooDHUE, BouDI­
NOT, and GALE. 

and that ever-y person actually settled within the said 
limits shall be entitled to the pre-emption of a. quan.. -
tity not exceeding acres, incJuwng his settle-
ment. 

Then the House adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY, July 22. 
Mr. BuRKE, from the committee appointed 

for the purpose, presentP.d a bill for allowing a 
compensation to the President and Vice Presi­
dent of the United States; which \\'&S received, 
and read the first time. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought i~, 
pursuant to the said resolution, and that Mr. 
ScoTT, Mr. SYLVESTER,. and Mr. MooRE, do _ 
prepare and bring in the same. 

Orde1·ed, ·rhat it be an instruction to the corn­
tnittee appointed to bring in a bill for making a 
compensation to th,e members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, that they do insert a 
clause or clauses, making compensation to the 
8erjeant-at-At'ms, Messengers, and Door­
keepers of the two Houses, for their services. 

A petition was presented from Hannah 
Adams, praying that an exclusive privilege may 
be granted her, for a limit~d time, to publish 
and ,~end a \vork which she has compiled, en­
titled h An .4-\.lphabetical Compendium of the 
various rtt-ligious sects which have appeared in 
the \VQrtrl, front the Christian era to the present 
day. \vith an appendix" containing a brief ac­
count of the different schemes pf religion now 
en1braced among mankind.'' 

Ordered, That the petition do lie on the 
tabte. 

TI1e House resolved itself rnto a Comtnittee 
of the whole House on the bill for ~ettling the 
accounts between the United States and indi­
viuual States., Mr. BouDINOT in the cl1aia·; and., 
after some titne spent therein, the committee 
rose, and reported that they had gone through 
the satn~, and made no amendment thereto. 

On •notion., o,·dered, 'fhat the Committee of 
the whole House be discharged from further 
proceedings on the said bill, and that it be re­
comnlitted to ~it'. BALD,VJN, ..Mr. 8'1'URGE~, and 
)f r. s~liTH of South Carolina. 

l.,HURSDAY, July 23. 

A bill for allo\ving a compensation to the Pre­
sident anu Vice President of the United States 
was read the second time, and ordered to be 
engrossed_ and read the third time to-m~rrow. 

On motton, 
Re:wlved, That a committee be appointed t'? exa-

mine into the measures taken by Congress and the 
State of "Virginia respecting the lands reserved for the 
use of the officers and soldiers of said State, on con­
tinental a.nd State establishments, in the cession made 
by the said State to the United States, of the territory 
northwest of the river Ohio, and to report the same to 
this House, and that ~fr. WHITE, Mr. PETER Ml1B· 

I.ENBuRo, and }lr. SENEY, be of the said eommittee. 

HOME DEP ARTMEN1'. 

On 1notion of Mr. VINING. the Ho•.Jse resolved 
itself into a Con1n1ittee of the whole on the state 
or the union, Mr. BoUDINOT in the chair. 

Mr. VINING introduced a resolution for the 
adoption of the coo1mittee, by which it is declar­
ed: 'rhat an Executil'e department ought to be 
established, and to be denominated the Home 
Depart1nent: the head of which to be called the 
Secretary of the United States for the Home 
Department;- 'vhose duty it shall be to corres­
pond with the several States, and to see to the 
execution of the la\vs of the Union; to keep the 
great seal, and affix the ·same to all public pa~ 
pers., \Vhen necessary; to keep the Jesser seal, 
and to affix it to commissions-t &c.; to make out 
COffilUlSStOns, and enrercrister the same; to keep 
auth£kntic copies of at public acts., &c., and 
transn1it the same to the several States; to pro-

lVESTERN L.A.~DS. cure the acts of the several States, and re~rt 
"fhe House then -resolved itself into a Con1- on the same \vhen contrary to the laws of the 

1nittee of the whole J-Iouse on the state of the United States; to take into his custody the ar­
Union, Mr. BouDINOT in the chair; and, after chives of the late Congress; to re~rt to the 
son1e time spent therein, the committee rose· Presi,lent plans for the protection and inlpt·ove­
and repnrted that they had had the state of the ment of Jnanufactures, agriculture, and com­
Union under consideration, and conte to a re- merce; to obtain a geographical account of the 
solution thereupon, which \vas read and then several States, their rivers, towns, roads, &c.; 
deli,·ered in al the clet~k's table, \vhere the same to l"eport \vhat post-roads shall be established; 
was twice read, and agreed to by the House, as to receive and record the census; to L~ecei"·e re­
follows: - ports respecting the W esteJ~n 'rerritory; to re .. 

Resolved, 1."hat an act of Congress ought to pass 
for esta.blishing a Land Office, and for regulating the 
terms and manner of granting vacant and unappro­
pt'iateod lands, the property of the United States; 
that the .said office be u~der the superintendence of 
the Governor of the \Vestern Territory; that the land 
to be disposed of be confined to the following limits, 

• "-Jz; 
That the tracts or parcels to be disposed of to any 

one person, shall not exceed acJ·es; that the price 
to be required for the same ~hall be per acre; 

ceive the models and specimens presented by 
inventors and au1hors; to enter all books for 
which patents are granted; to issue patents, &c.; 
and., in general, to do and attend to all such 
matters and things as he may be directed to do 
by the Presiuerlt. 

M1·. BENsoN objected to some of the duties 
mentioned in the resolu ti(\n. He thought the 
Jess the Governntent corresponded with pat·ti­
cular States the better, and there could be no 
neces~ity for an officer~ to see to the execution of 

• 
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the Jaws of the United States, when there l The question he conceived to be reduced to 
was a Judiciary instituted \\"tth adequate powers. this, whether a confidential officer would not be 

Mr. WBrrE was not convinced that there more useful than anr other, and whether the 
was a necessity for establ~shing a _separate_ de.. duties c~ul~ be distnbute~ among the otticers 
partment for all Of a~J: of the duties conta1netl already 1nstituted. For h•~ part, he conceived 
JD the resolution. The correspondence with most of them foreign to either of thGSe offi­
the States belonged to the Executive. ·.ro see cers; and that they could not be performed 
tu the execution of the laws was the duty of the with advanta~e any other way than by an offi. 
Judiciary.. The _gt~eat seal might be kept by . cer appointea specially for the purpose. He 
the Secretary of Foreign Affairs; the Jes~er s~.al- thought every gentleman would admit that the 
might be deposited in the satne hands. Com- duties \Vere important, and he assured· them 
miseWns might be made out by the departmentB that his only reason for bringing the motion for­
to which the officer is connected. 'fhe Se~re- ~vard was, to provid~ for~ the pub!ic ~uod. ~e 
tary of Jbe Senat~and Clerk of the House rnrght ha~ no personal.mottves 1n prewng tt; b.e d1s­
transm1t the pubhc acts, and keep records there- claimed every ulea of serv•ng any particular 
of. What have Congress to do with the acts of man by lhe arrangernentlt and rested it solely 
Statesr If they interfere with th~ constitu tiona I UP9n its tnerits. 
powers of the Government, the Judges \vill pre- ~tr. SEDGWICK believed the honorable gen­
venf their operation.. The papers of the late tJeman in hi~ assertions, that be had no personal 

... Con ress may be distributed ao1ong the officers motive in pressing this business. He believed 

with the officers of ongress. T e want of the \\·t:•·e the same, he wouhl join the gentleman in 
reports on manufactures, a~riculture, and com- supporting the motion; but after duly consider­
merce, 1nay be supplied hy Congress. The post iug the subject, he \\-~as inclined to believe- that 
roads may be left to the Postmaster Gener-aL the office was unnecessary, and that it would be 
The census must be returned to Congress.. and squandering the public money, at a time when 
they will preserve it among their files. i\nd it the greatest economy is requisite. He thought 
can hardly be thought ne~essary to establish a the principal part of the duties. mi t be assign­
great department for the purpose of receiving ed to the Secretary of Foreign A airs; and he 
the models, specimens, anll books, presented by ":ould, if the committee negatived the pres~nt 
authors and inv~ntors. If none of these thin~s 1nntion., introduce another for that puryose .. 
are requisite to be done by a gr·eat depart•nent, ~Ir .. GERRY thought the burthens of the peo­
why should the United States incur the ex- ple would be sufficiently great in providing the 
pense which such an arrangement must neces- supplies absolutely neceilsary for the suppvrt of 
sarily draw along with it. the Government; therefore it \\'Ou1d he impro-

Mr. HuNTINGTON thought the Secretary of per to add expenses which tnight po~sibty be 
Foreign Affairs was not so tnuch overcharged avoided. The people are vie\\·ing the pro­
with business but that he might attend to the rna- f. ceedings of Congress ·with an attentive solici­
jor ~art of the duties mentioned in the resolution. tude, and if they obser,·e that \ve erect offices 

Mr. VINING said he had '~aiteu until the for \t•hich there is no apparent necessity, they 
great Executive departments \vere established; \Vill be apt to think we are providing sine­
bot none of those had embraced the duties con- cu•·es for 1nen \Vhont \\·e favor; they \\'ill re­
tained tn his proposition, \vhich he conceived to luctantly pay "·hat is extri\ctffi fronl their 
be of great itnportance: many of the duties were earninus to a Government w·hich th~y think is 
as essential as those of any other deparhnPnt~ regardiess of economy. 'rhey \vill suspect a 
except the Treasury. As for their belonging further vie\V in the change of Go,·ernment. 
to the Executive. as \Vas said by the geutleman rfhey \Vill suppose that \Ve cnutemplate the es­
from Virginia, he admitted it; but they "·ere~ tab\ishtnent of a monarchy. by raising round the 
nevertheless., as proper to be put into the hands Executive a phalanx of such nu~n as mu~t be in­
of a principal officer under the President .. as the clined to favur those of \\·hotn they holJ their 
War office, or office of Foreigu t\ffairs; the place~. 

- duties of these were specially 'Yithin the Exe- 1 :\I r. , ... I); IX G. ,\,.hy do gentlemen say that 
cutive deparhnent of the Govern1nent. He J ~uch an office is unnecessary J \\·hen they art­
conceivrd that the Pre...IOiident uught to be re-1 forced to atltnit that all !he dutie~ are essential? 
lieverl ti-om the inferior duties of his station, by Or ho"· can they S41Y it is more expensive tu 

inspection; he coutrl then~ \vith a 1nind free: the~e duties dish·ibuted in the rnanner w ich 
and une1nbarrassed 'vith the ntinuti(E of busi- soine gentletnan have ruentioned, rs it not fairly 
ness, attend to the operations of the whole ro be pre~urned that the departments to \vhich 
machine. any of 1hern are attachet\, wilt require an extra 

and ne was certain the perforrnance of the d u- be any economy in this. tnodc of procedure: 
tifls \Vere useful and essentialJ the expense could All that is to be 'vi shed for, is to ha' e a cunfi­
be no solid objection, because the tnf,1t·tnation dential person employed 9 let hi5 salary be what 
it would furnish would 1nor~ than counter- you please: if it is not \vorth fifteen hundr·ed 
balance that article. tloUar·s pt'r anntun" let it be five hundre•l. But 
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it would be better to have a principal to mana ere 
the business thau to have it consigned to clerks 
in the other deparbnents. 

Mr. LAwRExcE said that something was ne­
cessary robe done with respect to the business 
brouglit for\-Vat·d by the honorable gentlen1an 
f1·on1 Dela\vare. He conceived that an officer of 
the rolls, or son1e inferior officer, ought to be 
appointed to transact the business detailed in 
the resolution; he did not insist upon making a 
great department. 

1\fr. SEDGWicK agreed with the gentletuan 
from New York; but, he thou ht, the business 

an save to the Union the expense of the one 
which the gentleman from Delaware 'vished to 
establish" by the natue of the Hotne Depart­
ment. He thought the resolution proposeil al­
together so improper, that he hoped the commit· 
tee would rise. 

A desultory conversation arose, \vhether the 
comtnittee should decide upon the resolution 
or not; after \\·hich a question \vas taken on 
the rising of the comntittee, and decilled in the 
negative .. 

rfhen the question was put on the fir~t part of 
Mr. VI~ING's protyJsition, viz. ''That an Execu­
tive Department ought to be established., to be 
denominated the Home Deparhnent;" and lost 
by a considerable majority .. 

It was then move..J and seconded, that the 
contmittee risei \vhich being agreed to! the cotn· 
1nittee rose and rep'lrted that they had. accord­
iug to order !I had the state of the Union under 
consideration, but had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

A •notion \vas then tnade by }fr. SEDG'\\-IcK, 
that a committee be appointed to bring in a bill 
suppletnentary to the act for egtablishing the De­
partment of Foreign .A.ifairs, declaring that de­
parbnent to be hereafter denominate« , 
and that the principal officer in that depart­
ment shall have the custody of the records and 
seal of the united 8 tates, and that such hill do 
contain a provision for the fees of office to ~e 
taken for copies of records, and further provi­
sion for the due publication of the acts of Con­
gress, and such other matters •·elating to the pt~e­
mises, as the cotnmittee shalt deem necessary 
to be reported to this House. 

_,e.\.nd th~ question being put thereupon, it pass­
ed inthe negative. 

Another petition frotn :Baron ue Glaubeck 
\vas preseuted and reatl, praying the attention 
of Congress to his former petition, to be com­
pensated for certain losses and 1nilitary services 
rendered during the late \var .. 

~fr. PAGE, ft·oan the colntnittee appointed for 
the purpose, made a further report on Andrew 
Ellicott's n1en1orial, after which the House ad­
jout·ned. 

J1'aiDAY., July 2 t. 
1•he engrossed bill allo\v1ng a co1npensation 

to the President and Vice President, \Vas read 
the third tinleJ when, on Inotion, it 'vas corn-

rnitted to a Co1nn1ittee of the whole House: 
"'hereupon the House resolved itself into a 
corntnittee on the bill, and made some arnend­
ments therein. 'I'hey then reported the bill 
\vith the an1endtnents to the House, which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

~t ~~ .. GERRY pt·esented a bill for •·egistering 
and clearing vessels, ascertaining their tonnage, 
and for reguiating the coasting trade, "·hich 
\\'as read a first titne, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

~1r. BALD\VIN, f.-otn the select comn1ittee to 
\Vho•n was con1mitted the IJill for settling the 
accounts bet\veen the United ~Hates and the in­
dividual States, reported, that the committee 
had, according to ordet·, had the said bill under 
consideration, and n1ade atnendtnents thereto, 
'vhich he read in his place, and afterwards de­
livered in at the Clerk's table, \Vhere the same 
was again read twice, amended, and agreed to 
by the House, and order·ed to be engrossed. 

A petition ft·otn Nathaniel Gorharn, of the 
State of ~1assachusetts., was presented and 
read, setting forth that Oliver Phelp~, Esq. aucl 
the petitioner, are interested, by purchase from 
the said State of ~lassachusetts, in certain lands 
which will be 111aterially atfected by the line 
directed to be run between the United States 
and the State of K e\v York, and praying that 
such n1easures 1nay be taken therein as shall be 
consistent \vith a due regard to the rights of the 
said Phelps and the petitioner. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 
CO~!~Ul,TEE OF W.A. YS .AND }fE_-\.~S. 

~~ r. Frrzsnr1oxs. ..fhe finance~ of An1erica 
have frequently been mentioned in this House 
as being Yery inadequate to the dernands. I 
have ever been of a difterent opiuion, and do 
belie,·e that the funds of this country., if pro­
pedy drawn into operation, \Vill be equal to 
e\-ery claim. "fhe estin1ate of supplies neces­
sary for the current year appe(\rs very great 
frum a report on your table, and n·hich report 
has found LtS way into the public ne,vspapers. 
l said on a former occasion, and I repeat it DO\V. 
not,vithstanding \Vhat is set forth in the esti-
1nate, that a revenue of three tnillions of dollar~ 
in specie., \\·ill enable us to provide every sup­
ply neces!iary to support ihe Government, and 
pay the interest an(t instalments on the foreign 
and don1estic debt. If we \Vi~h to have 1nore 

J 

particular intonnation on these points,. \ve ought 
to appoint a C onunittee of 'Vays and l\1eansJ 
tu n· ho!n" arnong other things, the esti n1ate of 
su ppl ie::. n1ay be rc teiTctl, and Lh i~ ought tl} IJe 
done speed i I y, i r \Ve Inean to do 1 t this session .. 

:\lr. GEHRY said, the estimate reported by i.l 

conunitte~· \\'as a~ accLH'ate as possible.. Front 
this it appeare•J, that eight millions of dollars 
\\'ould be necessary fur the support of Govern­
ment, fur the interest and iustahnents becoming 
due, and for the arrearage~ ah eady due. He 
remarked, th&tt \Ve had been aln~ctdy dunned on 
this subject by foreignel'.-1.. and that Congr·ess 
'voultl hav(' to tnake provi~iun fur thPir pay ... 
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ment. If three millions of dollars were em- ported, that they had had the said report under 
~leyed to this ute, it would only be carrying consideration, and gone through the same, and 
the aJ"rearages ·into another year; but, as they come to several resolutions thereupon~ which 
must be p~uu 'at last, he recommended making were delivered in at the Clerk's table, where 
an imme<liate exertion as a better way of giving the same were severally twice reatl, and agreed 
&atisfaction than procrastination ,.,ould be. He to by the House~ as follows: 
1bought it best to lay the real siluation of this Resolved, That it is tbe opinion of this committee, 
country before the House, and not eudeavor to that the following ought to be established joint rules 
make things appear bette1· than they really are. between the two Houses, to wit: 

With respect to the publication of the esti- That while the bills are on their passage between 
mate in the papers, he knew nothing about it; the two Houses, they shall be on paper, and under 
be admitted that it was such a one as oug_!tt the signature of the Secretary or the Clerk of each 
not to he published by order of Congr~ss. He House respectively. 

d f tb ·d f - l. C · After a. bi11 shall bave passed both Houses, it shafl 
approve o e 1 ea o appoln tng a ommJttee be duly enrolled on parchment by the Clerk of the or Ways and Means, if it were only to asce•-- House of Representatives, or the Secretary of the 
tain what part olthe interest on the debt should Senate, as the bill may have originated in the one or 
be paid., and what of the principal extin~uished the other House, before it sl1all be presented to the 
within the current year, fro1n the funds already President of the United States. 
provided. When bills are enrolle~ tbey shall be presented 

Mr .. FITZSIMONS tlid not 01ean to reflect upon by a. joint committee of one &om the Senate, and two 
the com1nittee who had reported the estimate, from the House of Representatives, appointed as a. 
in any thing he had said z but he thought it of standing committee for that purpose, who shall care­
such a nature as to require it to be referred to a mlly compare the enrolled with the engrossed bills, 
Committee of Ways and Mean~ .. He observed, as proposed in the two Houses, and correcting any 
tbal the atTear·ages were due by several of the errors that may be discovered in the enrolled biDs, 
States on the former requisitions of Congress, make their report forthwith to the respeeth·e Houses. 
aod if these were paid up, the great demand After examination and report~ each bill shall be 
might be satisfied. He doubted whether the signed in the respective House~ first by the Speaker 
wholearrearages of interest on the domestic debt of the House of Representatives, and then by the 
would be expected to be provid et.l for at the first President of the Senate. 
session of Congress; but he was certain, ~hat, After a. bill shall thus have been signed in each 

_in a little time the Government \vould be able House:~~ it shall be presented, by the said committee, 
to diseharae all these incumbrances.~ and to pay to the President of the United States for bis approba-

b tion, it being first endorsed on the back: of the roll, 
the interest on their debt with such a degree of certifying in w~icb House the same originated; 
pu'!c~oality, as ~ould give satisfaction to every w·hich endorsement shall be signed by the secretary, 
IDdlVJdual C?red1to~. or clerk, (as the case may be,) of the House in which 

A .. Com1n1ttee_ of. Way.s and ~ieans \vas then the same did originate~ and shall be entered on the 
appointed, consiSting of Messrs .. FITZSIMO-Ns, 1 journa1s of each Honse. The said committee shall 
VINING, LIVE&YORE, CAD"\YALADER, LA,v-. report the day of presentation to the President, 
RBNCE!!I WADS"\VORTH, JAcKsoN., SMITH, (of which time shall be also earefuHy entered on the 
Maryland,) SMITH, (of South Carulina,) and journals of each House. 
MADISoN, to whom it \vas referred to considel' All orders, resolutions,. and votes, which are to be 
the report of a comrnittee appointed tu prepare presented to .the President of the United States for 
an estimate of supplies requisite for the services his ~pprobatlon, shall alS?, in the ~me manner~ be or the United States for" the cun·ent year and preVIously enrolleo~ examlned, and SJgned; and sha11 
to report thel'eon. ' be pr~sented in th~ sa~e manner, _and by the same 

Ttie House then adjourned.. comm1ttee, as provu1ed •n c~ of t:nll~. 
That when the Senate autl House of Represent.li-

f.JoNDAY., July 27. 

The encrt"ossed bill for settling the accounts 
bet\veen the united states anu individuals tates, 
was read the third titue, and the bli=tnks being 
filled, the bill passed. 

JOL'i'r RULt:S :t_,OR El\ROLllENT. 

ri'he I louse resolved itself into a Conlnlittee 
of the whole House, on the report uf the cotn-
1nittee appointed to confer with a co1ntnittee of 
the Senate, in preparing joint rules to be estab­
lished between the t\VO Houses rot· the enl·ol­
nlent, attestation, publication, and preservation 
or the acts or Congress, and to 1·egulate the 
mode of pi"esentin~ addresses and other acts to 
the President of the United States, Mr. Bou­
l>INOT in the chair. 

Aftel'' son1e ti'"me the con1mittee rose, and re-

tives shall judge it proper to make a joint address to 
the President, it shall be presented to him in his 
audience chamber, by the President of the Senat~, 
and in the presence of the Speaker and both Houses. 

Resolt~d .. That it is tile opinion of this como:ittee, 
that a committee ought to be appointed to p1·epare 
and bring in a bill or bills, to pi"Ovide, without the 
establishment of a new department, for the safe keep­
ing or the accounts1 records, and seal of the United 
States; for the authentication of records and papers; , 
for establishing the fees of office to be taken fol" com- · 
missions, a-nd for copies of records and papers; for 
making out and recording commissions, and pre­
scribing their form; and to prol·ide for the due pub .. 
licati:on of tbe acts of Congt-ess. 

Ordered, .. fhat a cotnn1ittee be appointed. 
pursuaut to the second resolution~ and that 
~Iess1·s. SEDG\VICK, MATTHEws, and ,, .. YNKOOP 
be of the saill comrnittee. 
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TuE.sD.,v, July 28. 
~1.-.. \ " tNI!-iG 1 trom the committee to whon1 it 

'vas referred to take the subject of amend­
ments to the constitution generally into their 
<:onsidet-a1ion~ and to report thereon, n1ade a 
report, 'vhich \vas ordered to lie on the table. 

.\ tnessa~e frotn the Senat~ informed the 
House~ that thPy had pas~ed the bill to regulate 
the collection uf the dutie~ i1uposed by Ia\\· on 
the tonnage of ~hips or "·es.~els, anll on good~ 
wares~ and 1nerc11andises irnporletl into the 
t·nited State~., 'vith ~,~era\ atnerH.hnents, to 
which they tlesiretl the concurrence of the 
House .. 

The House immediately took said arnend­
n1euts into consideration, and cuncurrN.l there­
'Yilh .. 

'I'he petitious of Lhe Harou de GJaubeck, hen~­
tofore laid on tf1e tabf~, \Vere referred to a select 
~untmittee, consisting of ~fessrS. pAGE., St'~­
rEa. and HEisTER. 

The bifl for register·ing an\1 clearing vessels. 
and fo1· regulating the coasting trade, ,-,·as read 
a second tirue; and. on motion. the House rer 
solved itself into a Comntittee uf the whole up­
~n it, ~fr. BounrxoT in the chair; and, aftrr 
n1aking some progress in its consideration., rose, 
and obtaiued I eave to sit again. 

1\fr.. Soo·rr, from the committee a~ioted 
for the pur 1 brought in a bill for establish­
in~ a Lao Omce for the Western Territory, 
\\'hich was reall and 1aic.l on the table .. 

On tnotion, 
Raolrxd, That a standinkg- i:omtnittee be appointed 

to examine the enrolled bi~ a.nd to present the 
to the President fol" his approbation and signature. -

Messrs .. 'VHrrE and PARTRIDGE were accord-
ingly appointed. 

~1r. WHITE, of the co1un1ittee apPQinted to 
exan1ine into the measures taken by Cooy-e11 
and the State of Virginia. respecting the lauds 
reserved for tlte use of the officers and soldiers 
of said Stat~ &c. brought in a report, whidl 
was read anti laid on the table. 

'rhe House then resumed the consideration 
of the amendments agreed upon in Committee 
of the whole~ to the bill for r~stering and 
clearina- vessels; which bein• fintshed, ffie bill 
was o::Sered to be engross~d f-or a third reading 
on ~fonday next. 

A message from the Senate informed the 
House that they had passed the bill for esta ... 
blishing the rfreasury De~rtmeat, with amend­
tnents; to \\·hich they desired the coacurrence 
of the House .. 

Mr. 8EDG\V1CK, from the committee appoint­
ed for the purpose~ brought in a bill to provide 

"\\"ED~ESDAY_, July 29. ' for the safe keep~ng of the acts, records, !lnd 
·The Hou~e again resolved itself into a (;om- g_reat seal of th~ Un1ted States, ~or ~e pubhca­

tnittee 6r the whole ~lr. Bal.-DIXoT in th~ ! hon~~ pf2'servahon"' and a_uthenttcatlou of t~e 
chair~ on the bill fo; registering anti clearing l acts of ~ongre~s, &c.; 'vh1ch was read and lllld 
1;essels, and for regulating the coasting trade; f on the tabiC'. 
and agr·eec.l to sonte a•nend tuents thereto; but 1 ~~ A 3 .. 
not havincr got throuaJt the ~me rose and ob-It .:. O.SDAY\ .. ~ugust -

~ 0 
' ' f l .., "t" d h taiueu lea1·e lo sit again_ 1 _\ :ues~age rom t te Senate tn or1ne l e 

1 l-louse that they had passed the bill for the esfa· 
~I'uL P.."DA¥, July 30. 1 bl!shment of light-houses, beac~ns, and bu~y~ 

~i r. Ln ~::n.3IORE j tJtroduced a r~solution to 1 ~,·•th several amendme_ots; to wh1ch they destre 
supply each tnentber, at the public expense, with 1 the concurrence of tin~ House. _ 
t\\·o newspapers of the city, t.laily .. such as he f . . The ame~d1nents ot th~ Senate were tmme­
shou ltl chnose. Ordered to lie on the tubl ~- 1 dt~\ely considered ~n~ ~g.• eed t'?~ a . 

11 A message frnm the Senate informed the 1 1 he ~ngr~ssed bill.f~n •_egu!atnl, the coas~o., 
House that they had passed the bill for settling . trade '\.as 1 ead a thud t_lme, an .. Oft mitt n, 
the accounts benl-een the l'rnited States and J reco1n1nttted to a Con\m1ttee of the who e, to 
b · d- "d 1 s · 1 rl · be taken up to-tuorrow. 

t e tn LYl ua tates, , .. •t •out amen ment. : 'fhe uill ror estaulishiug a Land Office for the 
REGISTERI:SG VESSELS. ! \Vestern .. ferritory '"as read a second time, 

rfhe House again ,\·ent into a Clnnulittee uf · an,d ma~e 1he ord~r of the day for Th~rsda.7 .. 
the \vho\e on the llill for registering and clear_ I fhe btH to prov1de fot· the safe keep1ng ot the 
1ng '"ess el s ~ anti for regulating tfte coasting i acts, recon.ls, great seal, &c. ~Yas •·ealf, and 
trade; and ha,·ing gone through 1t, reported the l made the order 

4
of the day ~or Fnday. 

bill with the prop~ed amendments. 'fhe Hou~e ! The repo~t o~ the comnutte~ on amendments 
agreed to SOnle of tbe a.mf'ndmeots, n~~atived ! to the conshtu hon \Vas, on nlohon or Mr. MADI­
olhers, and 1nade some additional oues. rfhe ! so-., .tnade the order o( the day for Wednesday 
House adjourned before the discu~sion on the ; senn1ght. . 
bill was closed. \ ~'dr. BEssox n1.ade a 1nohon as follo\vs: 

t Re&Olvecl, That a committee be appointed to join 
F . J 1 31 ! with a committee of the Senate to be appointed for 

BIDA "Y 1 u Y . · ) tbe purpose. to consider of and report when it will 
~~ ~-. P A.GE, fr()m the co miDI ttee to \Vhonl the j be convenient and proper that an adJournment of the 

peht1ons of the Baron r.le Glaubeck \Vere a·e .. , present session of Congress should take place; and 
ferred, made a t~eport, which wai ordered to lie I to consider and repor1: such business now before 
on th~ table4 I Congr~ss. nt"cessa.ry to be finisllecl b~fori' the- :\d-

~6 


	601
	603
	605
	607
	609DutyonImports
	611
	613SecretaryofForeignAffairs
	615WarDepartment
	617TreasuryDepartment
	619
	621
	623
	625
	627
	629
	631TonnageBill
	633
	635TreasuryDepartment
	637
	639TonnageBill
	641
	643CollectionofDuties
	645WesternLands
	647
	649
	651
	653
	655
	657CompensationofthePresident
	659
	661NewJerseyElections
	663
	665
	667CompensationofthePresident
	669
	671
	673
	675
	677
	679
	681
	683
	685Amendments
	687
	689
	691WesternLands
	693HomeDepartment
	695CommitteeofWaysandMeans
	697RulesforEnrollment
	699RegisteringofVessels



